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The  burning  question  of  the  Twen- 
tieth Century  is  the  one  that  relates 
to  the  stniggle  between  Capital  and 
Labor.  All  people  are  interested  m 
this  great  issue,  inasmuch  as  it  affect 
the  income  and  expenses  of  each  fam- 
ily and  will  decide  the  destiny  of  the 
rich  and  of  the  poor.  Capital  is  strong  in  money  and 
brEins,  while  Labor  in  addition  to  its  mental  power  is 
especially  strong  in  men  and  muscles,  and  each  side 
is  contending  for  the  mastery  of  the  field. 

It  is  not  hard  to  find  the  cause  of  this  unhappy  strife. 
A  little  reflection  and  observation  reveal  an  alarm)j?.g 
conditior  "f  thmgs  in  our  country.  We  see  the  great 
corpora^  3  and  monopolies  heartlessly  grabbing  the 
lion's  share,  and  with  rapacious  greed  llipy  are  swal- 
lowing the  whole  country  at  a  steadily  increasing  ratt^. 
We  also  see  the  arms  of  the  octopus  Graft  fastening 
themselves  upon  every  part  of  our  fair  Innd. 

On  the  o^her  hand,  we  see  the  vast  ai-my  of  workers 
grinding  their  lives  away  at  hard  toil  and  ever  i^ettinrj 
the  deepest  cut  fr  )m  the  competitive  whip,  and  suffer- 
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ing  from  a  fiendish  partiality  at  the  hands  of  the  law- 
refined  If e,  but  they  are  unable  to  earn  enoi^h  to  live 

he  rich  are  becoming  richer  and  the  poor  are  becom- 

ZiTJu''  •'"'^  ^^^'^u'^  monopolistic  oppression  has 
raised  the  prices  on  the  one  side  more  rapidly  than  it 

has  raised  wages  on  the  other  side. 

Under  the  whip  of  monopolistic  slavemasters,  tho 

L.  1!h'''T°°  P^^PJ"'  ^^'^^••^"y  known  as  laborers, 
are  getting  deoi)er  and  deeper  into  bondage.  This  has 
given  rise  to  widespread  discontent  among  wo  king! 
men,  which  has  found  its  expression  in  various  kinds 
of  Labor  Organizations  and  aUo  in  such  revolutionary 
measures  as  Strikes  and  Boycotts.  ^ 

This  movement  on  the  part  of  Labor  was  perhaps 
the  most  fortunate  thing  that  could  have  happened; 

for'.  V^^i  ^^''i'^  °PP^«««»«°  had  continued  unchecked 
for  a  few  decades  more,  by  this  time,  the  nation  would 
be  owned  and  controlled  by  a  few  great  moguls,  and 
he  great  bulk  of  humanity  would  be  reduced  to  a  new 
tyveof  slavery  even  more  abject  than  the  kind  under 
which  we  now  suffer. 

The  rising  of  Labor  against  Capital  has  revealed  the 
wifh  .'V^.'  «^'^^"^  ^'^'Poly.  The  workers  have 

W  d  tl  *  V^'^  """^  *^  '^^^'  ^ff  *h«  fetters  which 
bi  .d  them,  they  must  push  their  own  campaign  with 
vigor,  and  dig  out  their  own  path  to  liberty 

When  one  man  earns  ^o  much  money  that  he  does 
not  know  how  to  i-ve  ah^  th^  r.tuJ 

lifflA  m,.r,«J,  ♦!,     r.    J      ■^'    ^  the  **ther  man  earns  so 

n  Itf  ^r^  i^^'  ^'  ^°''  °^t  ^°^  how  to  get  enough 
wh  ^-1  r  V  *T  ^^'  *"^^^^  t«  eall  a  halt;  a^d 
wh.  will  do  this  miless  the  people  as  a  mass  ri^e  up 
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and  offer  their  protest  and  make  their  demand  fui  uu 
econou-ic  change.  The  earth  yields  enough  to  feed  and 
clothe  everybody,  and  if  we  can  subtract  from  the 
amount  of  work  uone  to-day,  the  useless  'ibor  spent 
by  reason  of  competition,  it  will  then  be  possible  for 
everj'body  to  receive  the  »  asonable  comforts  und 
luxuries  of  life;  and  to  do  this,  no  one  would  be  re- 
quired to  work  more  than  five  or  seven  hours  a  day 
under  the  reign  of  the  ('  >  operative  Commonwealth. 

It  is  impossible  in  a  brief  foreword  to  outline  th 
remedies  suggested  in  this  book.  The  reader  inter 
ested  in  this  r  ^'tter  must  look  at  the  chapters  that  take 
up  this  phase  of  the  question.  It  is  easy  and  natural 
to  doubt,  but  the  practicability  of  pure  socialistic  prin- 
ciples is  readily  apparent  to  anyone  "^ho  will  investi- 
gate the  workings  of  Municipal  Ownership,  and  the 
operations  of  our  socialistic  post-office  system. 

We  have  spent  considerable  time  in  investigation  in 
order  to  gather  facts  and  figures  for  this  book;  and  it 
would  be  impossible  to  enumerate  the  many  sources 
from  which  help  has  been  derived.  The  library  of 
modern  Socialism  is  very  extensive,  ch  in  itself,  is 
an  indication  of  the  drift  of  the  age.  >.cial  economics 
is  a  study  that  has  come  to  slay  Many  of  the  world's 
greatest  thinkers  are  ponously  jbadying  the  problems 
that  arise  in  connectior.  -v  ith  the  iuff ering  masses  and 
the  favored  classes. 

The  illustrations  are  the  product  of  the  ingenious 
mind  and  artful  hand  of  Paul  J.  Krafft.  He  has; 
readily  caught  the  spirit  of  the  book  and  has  forcibly 
portrayed  its  thought  in  the  beautiful  chapter  head- 
ings, pen  sketches  and  half-tones  that  adorn  this 
volume. 
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PREFACE. 

^own,  but  we  had  hoped  S  i    w    ^.^^^^^'^^  "P^ide 
fluenc.3  in  upiiftin..  thrin  """^^  ^^^^  «o°ie  in- 

uponahigheHevefeleJfT:?;^  TT'  '^  ^""^^"^ty 
to  bring  some  of  t  e  Ser  1  ^^^  ^/«^^«  necessary 
n^ore  common  lerd  I^h L  bnT  "n^"'^^^^  «P°°  «^ 
accomplish  this  end  thl     It      °^  "^'^  "^  any  degree 

for  the  many  mrnt'^or^XM^^^^^^  ^"^^'^  ^'^^^ 
Parmg  it  for  the  market  ^^  'P'°*  ^  P^e- 

The  Authob. 
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In  placing  the  volume  "Capital  and 

market 
world,  we  believe  we  are  doing  a  valu- 
able service  for  all  mankind.  The  indi- 
cations of  Social  unrest  are  every- 
where clearly  seen,  and  we  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the 
stupendous  conflict  now  waging  between  the  great 
power  of  Monopoly  and  the  struggling  mass  of 
workers.  The  taunting  extravagances  of  the  rich  and 
the  miseries  of  the  grovelling  poor  cannot  be  forever 
tolerated  in  any  free  country.  These  dangerous  ex- 
tremes in  our  national  life  must  be  abolished,  and  it 
should  be  done  in  an  equitable  manner. 

This  book  gives  a  graphic  description  of  present  con- 
ditions as  they  exist  among  all  grades  of  workers  and 
also  among  the  wealthy  classes.  The  spirit  of 
Monopoly  is  laid  bare ;  its  deceitful  mask  is  torn  aside, 
giving  the  reader  a  full  view  of  this  monstrosity  that 
hopes  to  feed  forever  on  the  sacrifices  of  our  millions 
of  toilers. 

Perhaps  nothing  will  appeal  to  the  reader  more  than 
the  fair  and  candid  manner  in  which  the  a'lthor  con- 
siders the  various  phases  of  this  complicated  question. 
Many  readers  will  be  astonished  to  learn  how  cruel  a 
master  competition  continues  to  be  to  the  people.    The 
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book  makes  a  strong  plea  to  free  the  mUlions  of  our 

One  noticeable  thing  about  this  book  is  the  logical 
and  nnpartial  manner  in  which  the  author  proS 
from  step  to  step  in  his  argument.  He  discounts  an 
archy  revolution  and  other  similar  instruments  and 
urges  that  the  battle  shall  be  won  by  regulaTand  law 
ful  means,  looking  forward  to  a  final  redemptLn  by  a 
Z^V"  ^"'  '^''^^"^  ^f  economics.  ^  ^ 

I  he  book  does  not  abound  in  gloomy  forebodings  or 
pessimistic  utterances.    It  digs  a  path  to  the  sXht 
of  emancipation  and  shows  the  human  race  a  wav  ou 
of  the  misery  mto  which  the  slavelords  of  compedtLn 

trhatrtb  *' 1  rr-    '^^^^^  ^«  -  inSn   n 
the  happy  thought  of  a  race  redeemed  from  Social 

wJ^^f Ir*!?*'''"'  ^""^  °^  *^^  finest  quality,  being  th'^ 

Tw  Yoi^"r'^!f '^"^^^^  ^^««'  PauVlvralt  of 
New  York    Each  production  is  original  and  with  great 
care  was  drawn  expressly  for  this  volume,  thus  sud 
plementing  the  valuable  chapters  of  the  book.  ^ 

Concerning  the  author,  little  need  be  said  as  his 
name  has  already  appeared  in  connection  whh  other 
popular  books.    Only  one  who  is  accustomed  to  study 

volurofTb-'  f"t^V^-f"^^I^  ^ouM  have  written  a 
JnlT  ?i  ^^'^^V'^  He  is  a  genius  in  the  book-writ- 
ng  world  and  his  millions  of  readers  will  welcome 
this  his  latest  production.  His  writings  are  flscirt- 
mg  and  stand  alone  in  all  the  range  of  fact  and  Sn. 

Thk  Publishers. 
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l.-THE  GREATEST  BATTLE  OF  THE  AGES. 

The  world  is  yet  young,  an(>  it  shall  see  more  of  its 
manhood  m  the  next  one  hundred  years  than  ever  be- 
fore. All  the  by-gone  ages  are  stepping  stones  to  the 
golden  future,  which  will  so  outshine  the  past  that  it 
will  be  a  crown  of  glory  to  the  world's  h"  ;tory. 

Since  man  has  lived  upon  the  earth.  ma..v'  groat  quea- 
tions  have  been  settled;  some  by  sharp  debates  in  Con- 
gress; others  by  great  political  campaigns,  and  still 
others  by  decisive  battles  in  which  thousands  of  human 
ives  were  sacrificed.  One  of  the  great  conflicts  be- 
tween man  and  man  which  has  never  reached  a  final 
settlement,  is  the  strife  between  the  emplover  and  the 
employed ;  or,  in  more  general  terms,  between  Capital 
and  Labor. 

The  battle  has  been  long  drawn  out,  dating  back  to 
the  tune  when  the  Egyptians  laid  the  lash  upon  their 
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decisive  battle  be  a  bloodless  one,  fought  out  with  the 
pen,  press,  and  the  ballot. 

The  side  called  Labor  can  count  upon  its  millions  of 
men,  while  the  other  side  can  boast  of  its  millions  of 
money.  It  is  plainly  evident  that  this  famous  conflict 
is  one  of  man  against  money,  or  a  small  army  with 
great  resources,  arrayed  against  a  numberless  army 
with  limited  resources  at  present.  By  reason  of  the 
handicap  of  Labor  these  two  great  forces  are  now  so 
evenly  balanced,  that  the  conflict  wages  at  one  time  in 
favor  of  Capital,  and  then  again  in  favor  of  Labor. 
The  details  of  the  passing  struggle  are  full  of  interest 
and  terror;  and  each  year  is  marked  with  endless  dis- 
cussions, riots,  strikes,  and  also  with  arbitration  on  a 
large  or  a  small  scale,  or  conferences  between  the  em- 
ployer and  the  employed.  Each  one  of  these  powerful 
combatants  has,  at  certain  times,  stepped  to  extremes, 
and,  therefore,  has  been  censured  by  the  general  public. 

During  the  disputes  of  the  past,  justice  suffered 
many  a  blow,  because  certain  leaders  of  Capital  and 
Labor,  each  in  their  turn,  worshipped  the  god  of  sel- 
fishness under  the  light  of  a  false  star,  and  yet,  amid 
all  this,  the  great  cause  of  human  rights  has  forged 
ahead,  and  its  devotees  are  steadily  climbing  the  steps 
to  the  summit  of  the  mount  of  victory.  The  social 
question  is  the  monumental  question  of  the  age,  and 
certain  captains  of  industry  and  labor  chiefs  are  free 
in  expressing  their  opinions  as  to  the  best  methods  of 
settling  it.  There  are,  also,  not  a  few  radicals  on  each 
side  who  are  extraordinary  in  their  utterances,  while 
there  are  only  a  few,  comparatively,  who  look  care- 
fully at  both  sides,  and  with  the  Golden  Rule  in  si^kt, 
offer  a  solution  to  the  great  question. 
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ho  dashed  forth  as  a  hero  of  his  times.  The  same  enthu- 
siasm burned  in  the  soul  of  Savonarola.  It  also  moved 
the  heart  of  great  Cromwell,  and  nerved  his  arm  to 
strike  the  deadliest  blow  of  his  age ;  for  with  a  courage 
bom  of  high  conviction,  ho  dashed  to  pieces  the  divine 
right  of  kings,  which  had  cursed  the  age  with  its  iron 
heel.  This  same  great  idea  of  liberty  moved  the  hearts 
of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  and  resulted  in  their  landing 
at  Plymouth  Kock,  thus  bringing  to  the  shores  of 
America  the  finest  blood  and  the  noblest  insp''  ation 
of  the  world. 

At  the  present  time,  there  are  other  great  questions 
to  be  settled,  such  as  Intemperance  and  the  question  of 
Divorce,  but  the  issue  that  is  pushing  itself  to  the  front 
for  first  consideration,  is  the  great  question  of  Social 
Reform.  Before  this  is  finally  settled,  humanity  may 
be  called  upon  to  go  through  a  more  severe  trial  than 
ever.  Perhaps  the  man  is  now  living  who  will  mar- 
shal the  labor  army  for  victory;  or  perhaps  there  is 
a  child  born  into  the  world  to-day,  toward  whom  the 
guiding  star  is  now  moving,  and  who  may  be  the  real 
leader  of  the  world's  social  wis(i«>m  to  the  Bethlehem  of 
Peace. 
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CHAPTER  n. 


1— LABOR  AND  IDLENESS. 

.J^^^A  if  ?1  '^J™"  ""S'"'  «"<>  »»  man  should  be 
ashamed  that  he  is  a  workman.   It  is  necessary  for  tXn 
perpetuation  of  tl,e  human  family  tharcertXCit 
performed,  and  the  greater  the  civilization  of  tie  peo 
pie,  the  greater  variety  of  labor  there  will  be  to  do 
Carlyle  has  well  said:  "In  all  true  work,  •  .•  there 

God  h.,  3et  his  seafupin  ^'^^"0^ s't!  ttTr  ^^^ 
Saviour,  was  a  carpenter.    Paul,  the  great  anostle 
w.^0  ..  tent  maker.    To-day,  every  male  member  of  tlo 

martfyTrXT^;^  '''""  "  '-''■    ^"^  ^^ 
.   The  Creator  intended  that  man  should  be  en^a^ed 

to  eat  and  f^lV"  J'''  "^^  ''  ^''^  ^''  ^^^  "«*  "merely 
to  eat  and  idle  his  time  away.    All  the  righteous  labor 
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THE  niONITY  OF  LABOB. 


ot  man  is  the  indirect  creation  of  God,  and  is  honored 
by  llim.  Although  man  does  not  win  his  redemption 
by  natural  or  spiritual  work  alone,  yet  in  order  to  be 
a  subject  for  Heaven,  he  must  be  a  worker  m  both 
spheres. 

Idleness  and  laziness  breed  poverty,  disease  and 
death  and  are  contrary  to  the  best  state  of  man,  indi- 
vidually or  collectively.  In  the  wake  of  laziness,  you 
evils         ''''''^'*^'  immorality,  crime  and  other  kindred 

He  is  not  a  man  who  refuses  to  do  his  share  of  work, 
and  he  who  is  able  to  w6rk  and  will  not  work,  is  the 
lowest  kind  of  a  slave,  and  the  greatest  enemy  to  hu- 

ZLT f'u\  ^^'.  """'^  worthless  and  thriftless 
classes  of  all  humanity  are  found  in  the  idlers  at  the 
two  extremes  of  society.    The  one  class  is  composed  of 

IfhPrTcTvf  .^'^'^P''  ^^'"^'^  "^'^^^S  ^«rl^'  «^d  the 
Invi^L  !t,        ^^^ogant  aristocracy  that  idly  rolls  in 
uxury  through  money  obtained  by  speculation,  extor- 
tion or  mhentance. 

It  was  a  healthy  piece  of  advice  that  the  Scotch  doc- 
tor gave  to  a  wealthy  lady.  She  was  really  not  afflicted 
Iolr°7.?rT''  '°^-^'*  '^'  *^^"^^^  «^«  °««ded  the 
tor  her.  One  day  she  complained  of  insomnia,  and  the 
doctor,  losing  patience,  said:   -  Madam,  if  you  would 

da7ani::m"f'V%^^«*'  ^-  --t  live'on  sixpel"  a 
day  and  earn  it  "    So  we  would  advise  all  worthless 
Idlers  to  earn  what  they  eat,  for  in  so  doing,  tley  shal 
have  a  new  life  of  happiness  and  contentment 
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II.— GENERAL  STATEMENTS  CONCERNING 

LABOR. 

1. — All  Grades  of  Labor  are  Honorable. 


No  manly  man  will  say  that  his  fellow's  work  is 
menial  or  degrading.  When  a  man  is  engaged  in  use- 
ful toil,  he  is  in  harmony  with  nature  and  nature's 
God,  and  is  in  the  ascending  scale  as  far  as  natural 
forces  are  concerned.  The  kinc'  of  labor  range  from 
the  lowest  and  simplest  forms  to  the  most  complicated 
and  sublime.  The  unskilled  laborer,  when  he  performs 
his  work  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  stands  on  a  worthy 
platform  with  the  skilled  mechanic.  The  work  of  the 
latter  demands  greater  wages,  and  is  looked  upon  as 
more  refined,  which  is  only  natural  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

The  pathway  to  skilled  labor  is  open  to  all  who  feel 
themselves  capable  of  attaining  to  it,  and  no  one  can 
say  that  he  is  restricted  by  custom  or  caste.  It  is  cer- 
tam  that  the  man  who  gives  his  hands  and  brain  to  the 
higher  types  of  toil,  forfeits  our  respect  for  his  man- 
hood when  he  scorns  the  one  who  is  engaged  in  some 
simpler  kind  of  work,  which  may  be  as  essential  to  the 
well-being  of  mankind  as  the  other. 

The  dignity  of  Labor  demands  that  there  should  be 
no  rivalry  between  the  different  kinds  of  laborers,  for 
he  who  works  with  his  brains,  and  he  who  works  with 
his  muscle,  are  fellow  brothers.  It  is  proper  to  give 
credit  to  any  man  or  woman  who,  by  special  endeavor, 
rises  from  the  lower  to  the  higher  forms  of  labor.  If 
any  person  should  become  distr  ^uished  above  the 
humbler  worker,  he  ought  not  to  incur  the  envy  of  his 
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humbler  brofhn.. 

If  all  such  inve.tafl"fouTj""  """f"'  "^P"™""? 
of  reward.    There  should  belK    f  •""'  ■'''•"'■■'Pcnse 
<he  wheels  of  !,„„,„„  ™™°''  ■«>  brakes  pressed  upon 
h«ye  ,he  bcf  op,:?,:^  ;;  ™™'.  »;I  eaeh  one  sho'Jd 
"f  1"«  mental  and  physi«f|  p„4,s/"""''  """'opmc.t 


2.- 


nil    lo    •  «  _ 


After    I?  •  Support. 

'""^  '">:rLr'*"./,;r^:"""'  i""  ■»»"  <"«rnifled 

'"""■'s  of  support  to  the  Lh  '"''"■"''"'  "-  ''onorabk 
argue  that  he  who  tofls  shoildT""'-  "''.''  ^"">'  'his  wo 
the  prodnet  of  his  laW    tJ!      ""■"  ""  ^""  ^are  of 
«bout  Labor  is,  thatl^o  laboreT"  l?''*'^"''"'  ">4 
h.s  energy  ,„  fl„  ,h,  p„4  „??;  ''''P'"'^  '"o  mueh  of 
work,  in  some  eases  ten  nt        ^?  ""ff™te.    He  mast 
«eeivo  no  more  than Xh  """  ''T-'  "  ^'^^  ""^Z 
He  IS  Iho  eommon  tool  of  h,!       ""''  '"  •■«"  that  time 
condition  he  has  thus  ?„!''.'"'"'  'vr'''  ""<'  ^--om  1";,' 
fore.  Labor  has  eome  to  be  .or/""" '"  •'''^"P^i  there 
This  should  continue  no  Joni„    '!!'  "'"°"  ^  »  di^raee 
^'ble,  each  one  should  be  eanS  '  ''"'  "'  •""■"'"y  afr^s 
work  and  thereby  malt  ZtCW"  "-  ^hareof 
■"'  "'°  "''  "^  '■■"'«  itself  ^oJe'^hororl.r""  "«"'"^' 


a- 


-I'-on.s.  Gar.. «„„,,,„ 

or  has  created .     ...  '"^  Valce. 


Labor  has  created  ™    u  •'■  ^""^  ^'"■''^• 

tie  world,  and  rlfrthro",  "'  *'^  »"'»"°«  wealth  of 
but  the  worker  i,  711'  ?'  'P-'^'^'  --ocognition     m 

"•^  --"ions  Of  dofCThr.:;:^^  f^  ■•--^; 

■^o  mto  the  hands  of  the 
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employer?  And  yet,  he  is  the  least  considered  of  all  the 
agencies  employed.  The  liorse,  the  donkey,  the  cart, 
the  machinery,  and  all  else  .  a  cared  for  and  main- 
tained with  more  decency  and  respectability  than  the 
laborer  himself. 

Physical  and  mental  labor  are  the  true  sources  of  all 
material  and  immaterial  wealth.  Through  these  agon 
cies  the  mind  is  enriched  to  know  and  enjoy  the  beauti- 
ful and  ideal.  TLe  kind  of  material  wealth  that  comes 
by  labor  and  careful  economy  to  any  individual,  is  not 
the  kind  that  endangers  society  the  most,  but  thut 
which  comes  by  speculation  and  exi^loitation  of  Labor, 
enriching  one  at  the  expense  of  many.  In  this  cruel 
manner  numerous  workers  have  an  indirect  share  in 
the  creation  of  the  wealth  of  the  great  magnates  of  our 
country,  but  they  hold  no  legal  claim  to  that  share.  It 
is  diverted  from  them  by  certain  powers  which  those 
magnate.":  possess. 

We  cannot  expect  that  this  condition  will  be  im- 
proved so  long  as  a  man  or  a  corporation  manages  its 
business  under  a  banner  of  the  largest  possible  profit 
with  the  least  investment.  Any  man  or  corporation  is 
a  moral  law-breaker  when  ho  regards  not  the  good  will 
of  society  and  the  well-being  of  his  employees. 

4. — Labor  is  a  Giant  Capable  of  Rulino. 

Without  Labor,  noarly  all  other  agencies  would  bo 
ineffective.  Even  the  great  forces  of  Capitalism  would 
be  powerless  without  this  important  factor.  If  the 
real  situation  were  described,  it  would  be  said  that 
Labor  employs  Capital  more  than  Capital  employs 
Labor.    The  reason  this  is  not  true  in  fact,  xs  because 
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lae  mass  nf  inu 
1— The  Laborer  Should  R. 

m,  «OLLD    IJeceive    FArn    T^ 

The  dignity  of  r   k  Treatment. 

Snst  '::r  "r" " '^^'-n  •;:  r,r  ^ '» ^-''4 

tlH.  •   .      """■''  ■""icy  lie  -tZ'  I         "'''"■■'^  «ie  Car>i 

out  mercy    1"'"??  """y  of  TOrker'^ .,"''"''  ""'l 
passes,  the  IihnJ    •     ^^  ^^"^^s  of  Labor  „    ,  -^^^ore 
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2. — liABOBERS   11a VX  A   KlUiiX   TO  CoMBINE   FOB    MUTUAL 

Pkotection. 

The  dignity  of  Labor  also  demands  that  the  laborers 
are  justified  iu  conibiiiing  their  forces  for  mutual  pro- 
tection. The  initiative  must  be  taken  by  the  workers 
Ihemselves,  and,  therefore,  they  have  organized  their 
forces  and  have  showTi  what  a  fonnidablt  host  they 
are.  It  is  a  case  of  China  awakening  out  of  sleep  to  seo 
how  large  she  is,  and  how  strong  she  might  be  when 
order  and  system  once  rule  her  brain  and  muscle.  So 
the  hosts  of  Labor  have  come  to  see  that  they  have  all 
I'owcr  iu  their  hands,  if  they  can  only  find  a  way  to 
manifest  it.  The  worker  is  gradually  seeing  that  the 
l)i()blem  is  not  easy  of  solution,  and  no  one  seems  to  be 
able  to  suggest  a  plan  that  the  whole  army  of  workers 
is  willing  to  adopt.  Yet  each  struggle  is  a  step  toward 
the  ond,  and  the  army  of  workers,  even  at  the  cost  of 
mistakes  and  blunders,  will  continue  their  agitations, 
and  push  their  campaign  until  they  reach  some  Water- 
loo or  Gettysburg,  where  their  decisive  battle  will  be 
fought,  and  the  cause  of  Labor  win  its  day.  Till  then, 
all  hearts  must  be  patient,  and  every  soul  be  in  earnest, 
willing  to  suffer,  if  need  be.  until  the  day  of  redemp- 
tion is  at  hand. 
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cry  was  very  pojni- 


iar.    I    .;   a  stran  ;e  jiart  ol'  history  to  learn  how  tlie 
number  ot  slav  ^:^   vas  increased  under  the  power  of  the 
ruhng  classes.     Piracy,   kidnapping  and  exj.ortation 
n-ere  all  brought  into  service,  until  the  nuinber  of  slaves 
was  nearly  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  total  male  popu- 
lation.   Ihis  condition  and  custom  had  a  powerful  in- 
fluence upon  the  famous  men  of  that  time,  whose  minds 
were  so  warped  that  they  deliheratelv  argu,  d  in  favor 
ot  slavery.    Even  the  immortal  Aristotle  openlv  tau-ht 
that  those  who  performed  n)anual  lab,)r  ^v-ere  in  dis- 
grace, and  should  not  be  entitled  to  citizenship.    Upon 
a  close  reading  of  the  old  philos(,plH>rs,  we  find  that 
llato    Cicero,   Cato  and  others,   reasoned  along  the 
same  line.    Such  was  the  dark  and  hopeless  condiMon 
ot  the  i)oor  slaves,  wlio  had  no  possible  chance  of  self- 
defense,  inasmuch  as  they  were  not  permitted  to  enioy 
social  or  political  privileges,  and,  therefore,  could  not 
legislate  or  combine  for  mutual  interest. 

Rome  was  no  exception;  her  conriuests  and  treat- 
ment of  the  enslaved  rntlier  added  to  tl..^  terrors  of 
slavery.  Pier  armies  were  so  i)owerful  that  thev  were 
able  to  capture  in  war  large  numbers  of  mrn,  rnl  like 
Kgypt  reduce  them  to  servitude.  .\.;>,.ording  to  tl.'o 
Encyclopedia  Britannica,  Dr.  Ingram  s:,vs  that  Ca>sar 
sold  on  a  single  occasion  in  Oanl  H.S.OOO  cai.tives-  \n 
pstus  made  -14.000  prisoners  in  the  country  oV  Snl- 
lassi ;  after  immense  numbers  Ind  perished  bv  fnmb-e 
and  hardship,  and  in  the  combnfs  of  fl-o  Arena  07  000 
slaves  were  acquired  by  the  Jewish  War. 
3 


I  I 


38 


^ou  ,.  ,H,  ^,^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^ 


Thn  T  ^^^^^-fo"rths  of  ^he  nn,.,  .  x-         ^  <^°e  time 

The  slave  masters  lost  mo;ean7''*'°^  were  sJavTs 

^ng,  and  certain  slaves  we '?    "fT  *^^  ^""^'"^ne  feel 

Some  of  the  field  hands  worke^'^"^,  ""''''  '^^^  C 

"lose  who  became  sick   1      ^""^  '^"^^  ^^  chains  afd 

jorked  mider  tke  lash  and  w  "'''  ""*  *«  die     They 

^d  were  compelled  o  yTeMTil'T'^'^  ^^  «oldierT 

«^«tmcts  of  the  masters        *^  ^^'  ^^^^^^  and  sensual' 

to  set  men  free  fromT    ^     ^^^  ^^w  Power  fh«f 
the  chains  fell  from  ~,^^"^  he  gathered  to  shn^  i 
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to   advance   or   improve    themselves    was    carefully 
guarded,  and  the  possession  of  property  forbidden 

It  was  on  such  a  foundation  that  Feudalism  li'ved 
and  flourished  durmg  some  of  the  darkest  centuries 
of  the  middle  ages.  Some  of  the  human  slaves  long 
looked  upward  for  liberty;  others  were  so  ignorant 
and  so  accustomed  to  their  tasks  that  they  were  like 
dumb  lambs  being  led  to  the  slaughter. 

The  next  period  of  development  was  ushered  in  by  a 
pressure  from  the  two  extremes  of  society;  the  influ- 

TLt      ""'^  ?f'^  ^^^  righteousness  on  the  part 
of  masters  and  the  combining  for  mutual  aid  and  pro- 

Gladden   D.  D.   says  of  this  period:--The  worlSen 

TJn    ?T  ^''*  ""J^  ^^'''  ^^"^^^°^'  afterwards,  their 
fellow-toilers  on  the  land  were  loosened  from  their 

icarn         ^'  fT  !f ''.  P'^^"'^^'  economical  and  eth- 
ical c.  2d  for  their  deliverance.    *    *    *    The  Ma 

«nr.  ,  -^T^^t^  ^"  ^'^  «ms  and  shortcommgs  dS 
'^'f^y^^'^^'Smy  decide  agamst  hmnan  bondage  '' 

dolo^'  ^' ThuT  tb  ''"  r^^  '"  ^''  Introduction  to'so- 
iZu  ^  )  *^.^  '^""^  ^""^  *^^^^ed  for  centuries  in 
the  school  of  partial  freedom,  till  at  length  the  powe^ 
to  work  for  a  future  reward  was  a  greater  stimuTn^ 
than  external  compulsion.  The  maTrs  'gS^ 
learned  that  hired  labor  was  more  DrofifSl  To 
forced  labor,  and  the  principle  of  e'/dom  te^'^^ 
principle  of  slavery  before  it,  gave  way  to 'a  higher 
form  of  organization  for  production  "  ^ 

«prf/^'/  happier  day  for  the  human  family  when 
serfdom  disappeared.  According  to  Dr.  Gladden  lerf 
dom  became  extinct  in  England  during  the  FiLent 
Century,  largely  through  the  teaching  of  John  WycS 
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.      ^  "   "'    -liiE   AGES. 

^wopt  away  by^het  .^f^    ^^J' '-^^ts  of  it  wer, 
w.-i  not  wholly  extirn,.!^     ?  "f  1,89.  „,  Germanv  it 
"■7  began;  and  ^Z.^i^"  /^'f  ^^'■"''"'™«b  Crn 
■"/««,  and  its  d^afh   ;;"e":e''ll''  '^'"  ™^  funded 
,  In  the  ciamor  foi  iibortv  f  '""'''<'  ■•"'^ontly 

able  to  hear  the  sentt™,^"'  '"^''''•"-  "  '^  --ema^k. 
he  conflict.    The  c.y  "'o    t^!""''^^'''  "'  "'o  heat  of 
heard  from  the  depriscdlr.  T  °''*''-  «''  «  now 

■nsert  extract,  fro^  a'^:!^,,  ^f;-  "'^^fearner.,.  ivl 

^ood  people.  thin<^c  ^-n       '       ""  BalJ:— 
-  ^-f  as',oo'ds  bit  IT^,^,^^^^^    ^V-,  in  En„and 
be  v,lleins  (serfs)  and  ,ZZln     P   '°,''°^  ^'  '^'^- 
tiiey  whom  we  call  ImX  '    ^^^  ^^^^^  rioht  g^p 

;^hat  grounds  have    hev  .r"'""  ^'^^  '^^^^  ^     On 
^old  us  in  serfage  ?    If  I'^ir^'''^^'  ^'  ^    Why  do  thov 
and  mothe.  of  HJ^'^.V'^"  .^^-e  of  the  saLe  fa  h 
prove  thr     they  areheZl  f''  ^^^  '^"^  ^^^v  sav  oJ 
they  make  us  gain  for  fi      '?  ^'"'  '^  ^t  be  not  that 
«Pend  on  their  pSdeTher  V"'  '^'^^  ^^^^t    h^^ 
;arm  in  their  f^lrs  Ld'^.Sir  ;^?;!"'  ^"  ^•^^-^'  -^ 
with  rags.    They  have  winr^n,'  ■       '  ^"  '"^^'^  ^"^'^red 
and  we  oat-cake  and  straw  n^  '^'"^"'  ''^"^  fair  bread 
fa-  leisure  and  fine  h S.^wet"'  ^^  .^^'''"^-    ^ 
and  of  our  toil  that  these  rn^T    t  ^""^  -''^^  it  is  of  us 
^«  one  of  the  many  quotatTon    if '  "^^^^  ^^^ate."    tV, 
prove  the  trend  of  f^Zll    '  ^'^'*  "^'>''t  be  given  to 

thatfro''^".^''"  ^^^^'^!:''  '^"^^  ^^-"ow 
that  from  such  agitations  as  th{.  T    ^  ""^^^^  ^ut  sav 
Revolt,  which  was  apparent  vlT','''^  *^^  ^^^^ant's 
which  proved  to  be  /he  seed  f       ''''"'"  ""^  ^rst,  but 
tree  of  promise  and  bless£%':^"^^-^^  sprang  the 

o     ^^r^dom  went  down  and 
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a  larger  liberty  took  its  place;  thenceforth  th.  work- 
ing man  could 

Live  where  he  desired; 
Select  his  oicv  occupation; 
Choose  his  own  employer. 

These  are  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  workers  un- 
der our  present  "Contract  System,"  which  is  one  more 
step  toward  the  worker's  emancipaticai.  Scarcely  any 
of  these  blessings  were  enjoyed  under  Feudalism  or 
Serfdom.  We  will  take  a  glimpse  at  the  world  of  La- 
bor under  the  reign  of  the  present  system. 

III.-OUR  PRESENT  CO^.TRACT  SYSTEM. 

The  next  stoi)  in  the  progress  of  Labor,  as  heretofore 
mention  d,  is  called  the  Contract  System,  by  which  is 
meant,  that  the  laborer  is  to  work  for  wages  as  agreed 
between  himself  and  employer.  With  few  exceptions 
this  IS  now  the  ruling  principle  in  all  civilized  countries 
of  the  world. 

We  are  now  standing  in  the  midst  of  modem  times 
and  with  profit  could  study  the  history  of  any  one 
country,  but  England  presents  the  most  striking  exam- 
ple of  Labor  developments  as  seen  in  its  one-hundred- 
year-batt!o  between  the  employer  and  the  employed. 

The  rich  minority  became  fearful  of  the  laboring- 
majority,  and  long  ago  they  commenced  to  influence 
les-islation  against  the  laborer,  so  that  for  several  hun- 
dred years  the  statute  books  of  England  were  stained 
with  partial  legislation  against  the  worker.  One  of 
the  old  laws  made  it  illegal  for  workmen  to  combine 
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In  the  Unitef9  Qfo* 

*«■»-.  .ii'.~x;'rr-"?  Sit; 

«««rse  of  t7mp  P/^sPerity  was  enjoyed  bv    n'?'"^*^' 
Thp  no)     ^      *^^  ^^i^s  of  frep  JokI  ^     ^^  ^"'  ^ut  in 

nM    ^  if  ^^^^^s  and  wasteTf       °''  ^'^^^^^  apparent 
old  as  thev  Mi^A  *    ,  "^^^^^a  forms  of  tho  ^     ^'^^ent. 

of  modem  rn!  I-    *""  ^^^P  P^cc  with  tL   !  ^P^'^S:  and 
"^  on  the  part  of  th.  workers       ^  ""'^  ^^^  ^f 
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We  mil  show  later  in  this  book  the  part  that  selfish- 
ness and  competition  are  playing  in  this  f-ightful  mod- 
ern drama.  All  the  facts  at  band  clearly  prove  that 
t^e  Contract  System  in  itself  is  not  the  linal  solution 
ot  the  Laoor  question. 

IV.-THE  COMING  DELIVERANCE. 

And  here  we  are  in  the  glorious  light  of  the  Twen- 
tieth  Century  which  gives  promise  of  great  and  good 
things  to  come.    We  must  take  one  side  or  the  other- 
we  must  join  ranks  with  Alexander  Hamilton,  who 
represented  the  rich  people  of  the  country  and  see;  led 
to   have  but   little  concern  whether  the   struggling 
masses  of  workmen  ever  received  their  rights  or  not- 
or,  on  the  other  hand,  we  must  take  the  side  of  Thomas 
Jeiferson  who  advocated  the  grand  principles  of  hu- 
man brotherhood,  with  a  great  love  for  the  common 
people,  and  a  strong  desire  that  right  and  justice 
should  prevail  and  that  class  legislation  sL.uld  be  dis- 
couraged. 

The  cause  of  the  laborer  must  never  go  backward, 
smce  wnat  is  enjoyed  has  been  purchased  at  so  great 
a  cost.  On  the  ruins  of  the  past,  we  will  now  build  un- 
til every  man  shall  consider  it  an  honor  to  work  and 
every  worker  consider  it  an  honor  to  be  a  man      ' 


CHAPTER   IV. 

T— iNTi?onrrcTioN 

•"ore  eo„,„|„o  dolivcM-anco  of    ""'  ""f  '""'"  "'"'  ">« 
over  til,.  p,-ivi|,.„j,  „f  M,l  A      •  ■    ""'"'"  """  ecstasies 

.";;';  'i;o»e  „f  ceT.;':,:?,^^-;;- -;-i<e..,s  oo4a^:i 

'f  "'«  l«l.t  of  nhaf  we  hav     1       i'  T'"'  '»  ""'"'•abl,, 
*n  -n  ,„a„y  ,„,,,.,  of  o";    "      n  °' *'"-'  "o^-fod- 
n...e!,  eoneerned  abou   «■  at      ,""";•     "''"•  "«  »<"  -^o 
^•-  al.out  what  l,e  now  on  o      ,".''"■"'■  ™'-«  ™<iured, 
"'•ontthe  ,■,>!„«  ,„„  pn-,™i^,''- '"",«■',■  "ro  concerned 
•ons„Iorin„  that  he  i'  a   mm   .,  ",  i  "''''  ^  ''•"  '■"'i'led, 
I'yn  the  throne.  "'  ""''  "'''t  justice  should 

•'"•f^'i  -e":™,;,;;:::;;"-;^- »" '-;  --k.  a^d  ,he  e». 

f.'l  •'„.  anstii,;,,,.    I„VJ"f™7l«'a«es,ti,e.skilkd 
•"■'ofly  the  m.sf  class  '■'"""*"  ™  «lall  consider 

II.-THE  SK„.,E„  ^, 

"OriT  OF  REASON  ™^ 

Let  i,.s  talco  a  safe  and  candirl     • 

M^^candid  view  of  the  sii,,,^ 
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workers   in   the    United   States   under   our   present 
system. 


!•— Their  Waoes  are  Gradually  Reachino  the  Proper 

Limit. 

TI  is  is  not  due  to  accident  or  chance.  It  has  been 
the  result  of  long  and  persistent  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  workmen  themselves.  They  have  been  knocking 
at  the  door  of  the  employers  a  long  time,  and  much  has 
been  gained  by  their  humble  petitions,  and  still  more 
by  their  organizations,  sirikes,  boycotts  and  other 
similar  means.  These  latter  modes  of  attack  have 
clearly  revealed  the  peculiar  difficulties  under  which 
the  ordinary  employer  is  stiu^i^gling.  It  is  seen  that 
he  is  also  boui'd  under  a  galliug  yoke,  and  very  fre- 
quently cannot  do  what  he  would  wish  to  do  for  his  em- 
ployees. The  main  trouble  lies  at  the  door  of  our 
present  Social  condition.  Great  forces  are  very  often 
operating  to  destroy  the  plans  and  wishes  of  the  small 
employer. 

The  war  of  the  skilled  workers  against  corporate 
greed  iius  brought  to  light  startling  facts  concerning 
the  methods  of  Trusts  and  Monopolies  and  their  fear- 
ful extortion.  It  is  frequently  found  that  large  cor- 
porations make,  as  a  profit  on  each  worker,  from  one 
to  three  times  as  much  as  the  worker  receives  for 
wages.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  skilled  worker 
will  ever  roach  a  satisfactory  state  in  regard  to  his 
wages.  If  it  does  happen  that  he  receives  a  large  com- 
pensation at  one  time,  then  will  follow  either  scarcity 
of  work  or  sickness  or  some  other  unwelcome  stroke. 

But  wages  do  not  count  for  everything;  even  if  the 


»»  COMWnos  Of  IB.  ..,„ 

"ase  questing       ,  '"  ""'"^ 

other  Ms'Sr."''*  '^  »«"'^<i  forever  ,h 

way  for  S„  ^""  Contract  Syster    r.  ?*  ^'O""  'ho 
y  '"'  "">  cons.deration  otlbo^,^,  j^^  ^'""^  the 

2— SKaLED  WonKms  u  .  r, 

TW'  is  a  atron^  t  '"'  ''''™"'  S"''^- 

^'^^ily  into  thnl  ^*  ''^^"es  so  manv  «?!i  *^^^  ^^^ 
Sessional  nL  ^^  ,^^«  general  compe^itfnl      *^'^''^  «^ 

as  he  is  m,l  t  •  "'^  ''^''"'  <^'">ld  he  b»  „        ",■■*' "»'  even 

Why  an  I'Lt'  ™""^  "■"bition  trw'"^'f  "'"'ard 

s'avery  be yon^  l™";  t^ia  »nnatnra,  rnT^v"'  7'«'"'- 

tie  feeble^n"?  rf:""'?"'""    The  answer'  ""  ''""'"■' 

Pi-esent  comnl-f^  "*'  ""<'  tells  us  (hr,      T'  ^■■<'"> 

sored  thatT,  1        '"^  '^^tem.    if  "f,  ^«  ""ret  of  our 

'ifo.  there  11'  ''"""''  ^-ffor  fo/ 'tt'f  ^-o-S^i  to  feed 
tho  early^i^ri^  ofT"."  "^'^  ™'i«\  aSf '^  °' 
™t  off.  In  rooX  ,  tb  ""'"'  ""»  '^o'S  be ^»'  "?" 
'sorters  we  find  that/  ""'  ''"''''  aspect  o?  thel^ 
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p  ^"'ir^.^f  ^'r!^'  ^^  Civilued  Life  Increase  More 
Rapidly  Ihan  Wages. 

This  is  a  most  embarrassing  situation  and  always 
creates  restlessness.    We  have  admitted  that  the  waires 
have  increased  in  the  past  hundred  years,  with  a  fre- 
quent backward  step;  but  during  this  same  period  of 
time,  there  have  been  such  advancements  in  every 
branch  of  knowledge,  and  human  life  has  been  so  in- 
creasingly  complicated,  that  the  demands  upon  the 
head  of  the  family  are  much  more  now  than  they  had 
been  before.    We  have,  happily,  risen  above  the  low 
Idea  that  a  man  needs  only  enough  to  keep  his  body  in 
a  fair  y  healthy  condition  so  that  he  can  go  to  work 
again  the  next  day.    The  worker  can  no  longer  be  per. 
suaaed  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  certain  comforts,  con- 
veniences   and  luxuries,  and  he  will  never  be  satis- 
faed  until  he  can  enjoy  his  share  of  these  privx     -es. 

(2)  The  skilled  ivorker  is  supplied  ivith  better  tools 
and  receives  better  treatment,  but  he  is  at  the  mercy  of 
a    boss.  ^    ' 

When  we  say ' '  at  the  mercy  of  a  boss, ' '  we  mean  that 
he  may  be  suspended  from  work  for  a  day,  a  week  or 
more,  or  that  he  can  bt  discharged  at  pleasure,  or 
sharply  rebuked  for  any  real  or  imaginary  offense. 
This  is  not  true  m  each  individual  case,  nor  in  certain 
localities.  It  IS  argued  that  a  man  needs  a  "boss."  to 
which  no  objection  can  be  offered;  but  the  difficulty  as 
we  now  have  it,  is  that  the  worker  is  beneath  the 
"boss,"  and  the  ''boss"  is  often  surly,  dictatorial,  un! 
reasonable  and  inconsiderate  of  the  happiness  or  well- 
bemg  of  the  employees,  and  according  to  Gronlund 
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"Tlii.s  relation  becomes  absolutely  unbearable  if,  as 
very  often  is  the  case,  the  employee  ha.s  more  knowl- 
edge, more  brains,  a  fuller  head  in  short,  than  his  em- 
ployer." 

(J)  The  i^acrificcs  end  su/j'c rings  of  the  skilled 
iioikcr  (iif  )ii(ifjiii/i,d  thiuuiih  loniiast  nith  the  uidun- 
itrd  (iiid  iiiKdnird  ncidth  of  the  rich. 

AllhouKii  the  .skilled  v»orker  i.s  not  receiving  tlio 
hardest  blow  from  the  capitalist's  lash,  yet  he  rt-alizes 
more  keenly  every  week  of  his  life  that  the  rich  are 
growing  liclu  r  and  the  jtoor,  jxmrer.  This  refers  to 
the  relative  rather  tlum  the  absolute  comliliou  of  the 
two  classes. 

We  learn  from  the  latest  statistics  that  there  are  one 
hundred  persons  iji  our  country  having  a  total  wealth 
of  about  $:;,(;0'),0(K),()()().  This  is  startling  enough,  but 
is  not  quite  so  alarming  as  to  think  tluU  one  seventy- 
fifth  of  our  population  holds  in  it:-  grii)  Uvo-ihirds  of 
the  wealth  of  the  entire  nation.  U  this  condition  could 
remain  stationary  no  doul)t  the  working  people  would 
be  willing  to  sutter  the  present  ills  they  have,  and  not 
dream  of  greater  evils  to  come;  but  ui..d'>r  the  system  of 
investment  by  the  millionaires,  it  is  only  a  matter  of 
time  when  the  great  lords  of  finance  will  practically 
own  the  earth.  It  is  both  strange  and  satirically  amus- 
ing that  the  masses  of  people  can  b  ■  nidn  od  to  remain 
the  slaves  of  the  human  kings  in  a  free  country. 

The  skilled  worker  who  bus  served  years  of  ajipren- 
ticeship,  and  who  is  bound  down  to  certain  hours  of 
employment,  feels  as  if  something  is  wrong  when  the 
fruits  of  his  labor  are  tui-ned  fjom  his  own  comfort 
and  bis  own  family  to  swell  the  fat  treasuries  of  rich 
individuals  and  rich  corporations.  Is  it  a  wonder  that 
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he  is  still  dissutisfiod,  even  witli  a  cerla.u  uuTca.e  ol 
wa«es  l^at  has  come  to  him?  If  the  truth  wen-  ,.rop- 
nrh'  stated  it  would  be  said,  that  Nvhile  h.  .s  su,.poit- 
erb  stated,  »^  ^^""  j  ti„,,..  ^.m-mnp; 

\u<r  his  own  family,  he  i^.  ai  im   ^  u 
ouoUKh  to  support  om'  or  two  other  lamihes.     h.s  add. 
ional  money  he  does  not  get,  neither  does  he  expee 
lo  getTt    hoeause  of  the  fearful  dilemma  mto  which 
Monor)oly  has  thrust  huu. 


CHAPTEE  V. 


W'^^%fi^^ 


I.-A  GENERAL  GLBIPSE. 

^orkCpe'^pt/h'e'^^  of  the 

It  IS  from  this  class  that  thp  ^^    .    !  "°'^^"^^  ^^^^s. 
nses  heavenward  and  f L      ^?^*^'*  "^^^  ^^  distress 
dented  are  found'    S^the  S?*.fr'^^  ^^  ^^««- 
round  numbers  10,000  000  Door  f     ^r''  *^'^^  ^^^  i" 

^oor  of  several  millionsof  these  tt''^  '^^  *'  ^^^ 
ready  come.    The  story  li^^^l  *^'  """"^  ^^^^  ^^s  al- 

edness,  as  witnessed  2  ?Ll     '  T^^"^^  ^°^  ^^etch^ 
terrible  to  relate  ''^  '"fortunate  abodes,  is 

^^^^i^r.^^^^^         -  ^,^e  subject  of  povert. 

Jacob  A.  Sils,  mS  Silia^-^^etlf "!?'  ^.^'^'^  ^^^ 
to«a.nothin.ofthema^^tS;^;^tofo.^ 
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in  the  public  press.  This  has  awakened  public  senti- 
ment to  some  extent,  and  yet,  with  all  this,  the  general 
condition  of  the  lower  classes  is  but  little  improved. 

Taking  a  glimpse  of  the  United  States  alone,— in 
that  vast  army  of  unskilled  workers,  composed  of  a 
larger  number  than  could  be  found  in  any  army  that 
ever  moved  on  the  face  of  the  earth, — we  are  strongly 
reminded  of  the  sentiments  expressed  in  Edwin  Mark- 
ham's  famous  poem,  "The  man  with  the  hoe."  Some 
of  the  army  are  far  in  advance  of  the  others,  both  as 
to  skill  in  labor  and  general  intelligence. 

n.— THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  UNSKILLED 

WORKER. 

1. — His  Condition  is  One  of  Slaveby. 

This  slavery  is  not  exactly  the  kind  under  which  the 
negro  suffered,  but  a  kind  that  brings  with  it  more  em- 
barrassment, and  more  humiliation  and  mental  suffer- 
ing than  any  class  of  honest  workers  should  be  called 
upon  to  endure.  According  to  the  civil  law  and  the 
law  of  human  love,  the  unskilled  worker  is  duty  bound 
to  support  himself  and  family,  and  when  he  finds  at  the 
end  of  his  week  of  severe  toil  that  his  earnings  are  in- 
sufficient to  pay  the  various  debts  incurred,  he  must 
of  necessity  feel  discouraged.  Who  can  then  picture 
his  hours  of  anxiety,  most  especially  so  when  he  has  no 
bright  outlook  for  the  future.  Many  men  who  are  in 
this  condition,  finally  become  indifferent  concerning 
their  increasing  debts  and  are  branded  as  dishonest, 
and  others,  through  dishonesty  from  the  beginning, 
make  themselves  eligible  to  the  grade  of  rascality. 


'i 


V         -   ^ 


I; 


v-jj 


Some  become  dishonest  thrrm^i,  "i 

become  poor  through  d1'hone2    ''"■"'^'  '""  »"">" 

toif  iatHlV't  tent  "'^'' '",  ^'"^  *"-  •'e  must 

's  an  msult  to  declare  that  suTl  '?  '"""''y-    " 

environments  and  circnmstan™.        ", '?  ^'■<^°  -^^'^  h'^ 
a  master's  whip.    WeZTd,in  '""  "«"■"  '^an 

Stanley  Fit.pat';,ek,  :h:;"arttX  T^X"""  " 

"The  negro's  free,  bnt  in  his  plaie 
Ue  wage-slave  bows  his  haggard  fa.e 
The  power  of  gold  holds  fuf^ntror 
it  owns  ,ts  victim's  life  and  soul 
It  owns  the  mother,  woe-worn  "i'ld 

I  oL'"":^'^"'"'^'•««''"4chi?d• 
It  owns  the  woman,  gaunt  and  tMn  ' 
B>  want  dragged  down  to  ways  oTs'in 

''It  gives  the  low  the  power  to  rulp 
The  toiling  millions  but  their  rool- 

The  sons  of  t^i^J^^Z:^-^^- 
Jet  bend  to  gold  their  servile  knee 

And  east  their  eyes  in  silence  do;^' 
Before  a  master's  haughty  fro4 
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"0,  men  of  toil,  on  sea  and  land, 
Who  feel  the  tyrant's  iron  hand. 
No  longer  yield  your  manhood  up, 
And  groaning  drink  the  bitter  cup 
While  your  tas'       ners  wring  from  you 
The  just  rewaiu    o   abor  due! 
-^  Ye  are  not  baboo       t  men  full  grown— 

Arise  and  take  wh.     is  your  own. 
The  negro's  free  on  Southern  plains; 
Let  white  wage-slaves  now  break  their  chains." 

2.— The  Condition  of  the  More  Unfortunate  Class 

OF  Unskilled  Workers  is  One  of 

Suffering  and  Misery. 

The  severe  demands  of  the  employer  or  capitalist 
make  it  hard  enough  for  the  strong  and  able-bodied 
workers,  but  our  heart  shrinks  in  terror  as  we  see 
that  the  survival  of  the  fittest  has  crushed  t!ie  more 
unfit  of  the  unskilled  workers  so  far  down  that  their 
condition  is  one  of  hopeless  despair.  We  will  draw  the 
curtam  aside  and  take  a  passing  glunpse  of  the  hordes 
..^f  the  "unfit"  human  wretches  who  grovel  under  the 
hand  of  Greed  and  under  the  power  of  their  own  sin. 
Why  are  these  miserables  unfit?  No  doubt  three 
great  causes  are,  intemperance,  lust  and  crime.  These 
will  not  be  considered  at  this  time,  and  if  we  were  to 
consider  them,  we  could  show  that  to  some  extent  these 
curses  are  the  result  of  poverty  as  well  as  the  cause 
of  it. 

Some  workmen  are  unfit  because  of  their  mferior 
skill.  We  are  not  referring  to  the  shirker,  but  to  the 
hciiest  worker  who  is  not  endowed  with  the  same 
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tub,  so  she  need  rZT'   ^®  '^  «^avW  at  th^Z   T 

t^at  day  come«,  the  betler  ft  ^?'^"'  ^°^  ^he  quicker 

In  the  light  of  such  facts  t   ^"  ^^^^^^ned.    ^    '^'' 

«t-n,  .ords  of  VietorllC  T^ ''''''''''  ^'  ^^e 

^     °  ^"'  immortal  irony..- 
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starved  I    What  happiness  to  work  forever  for  hr„»H 
and  water!    What  happuioss  to  be  f  reefrom  the  deTu 

should  we  be,  if  every  vagabond  had  his  rights?  Im 
agine  everybody  eovemino- 1  r„^  ,  .  "s'ltsi  im- 
governed  by  thf  ^n  whoUiH  uVThir*""'  !  '"^ 
not  the  coaehman.  What  a  »oilnH  ^^"^^^^  »  '"■••■»• 
talies  charge  of  ever;thingTtrre,;' he't '"'"' "''" 
to  take  the  trouble  for'us , "iu'dThe^^  he'  wa/=: 

f^oritrthrg^Sof  ^r^n"  t-^*  ^^  ^■'• 

'^ttouu.     xnese  truths  are  mcontpsfflKio     q^J  * 
poses  on  them.    What  is  -sSv?''    Mi..     ?^^  ''' 
if  you  support  it.    Be  reasonXJ  ^'^  ^^"^  ^^"' 

made  to  be  a  slave.-  ''^'°°^^^"'  P^^^  ^^^'  you  were 

PoIsYblvn?  "S^^r  ""^'.^'^  "^^*  ^^«a"«e  of  ill  health 
i-ossibly  no  chapter  of  the  hardshins  of  l«hnt\.  f' 
so  many  pathetic  scenes  as  this  one  Tn  ""'t 
father  draggmg  himsplf  til  ^  \.  ^"^  ^^^  ^  ^'""^ 
offspring  cffgft  enougb  o  eals  no  t',  '"  '^^"'^' 
scene  but  a  heart-touchrng  one  '  We  Lvp^  ''^°^°" 
who  werp  nifrv«.^+i,      i.     -^  .  ^  ®  "^^e  known  men 

mderX.tX„rd!°  rV°  "",''  ""'  '^'■°  -- 
to  work  untuTeirsfrL  rl™'  ""''  *""'"'»•  '^^'" 

"ith  an  accident:  btke^I™  S.  S  ^t"  ^ 
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bedfast  for  several  weeks.  After  such  a  one  is  in  bed 
a  short  time  he  is  likely  to  see  a  ghost  of  his  debts 
hanging  over  his  head  at  night.  This  is  the  common 
comfort  of  the  poor  man  who  is  sick,  or  who  becomes 
disabled  through  accident.  The  grocery  bill  has  run 
to  its  reasonable  limit,  the  meat  bill  has  been  paid  only 
in  part.  The  last  ton  of  coal  is  still  unpaid  and  more 
is  at  once  needed  to  keep  the  children  from  freezing. 
The  landlord  is  restless,  not  being  able  to  get  his  rent, 
and  everything  is  gloomy  because  of  these  conditions. 
The  little  relief  money  coming  scarcely  pays  for  the 
milk,  the  medicine,  and  other  incidentals. 

In  addition  to  all  this  the  attending  physician  in 
three  cases  out  of  four  is  kind  enough  to  charge  from 
fifty  cents  to  two  dollars  per  visit.  This  is  not  alto- 
gether the  physician's  fault  as  much  as  the  fault  of  the 
system  under  which  we  live.  And,  perchance,  the  sick 
man  must  have  a  prescription  filled,  then  the  druggist 
helps  him  by  charging  seventy-five  cents  for  fifteen 
cents'  worth  of  medicine.  Of  course,  we  must  not 
blame  the  druggist;  he  is  simply  making  all  the  money 
he  can  under  the  existing  condition  of  society. 


3. — The  "Wages  of  the  Unskilled  Wobkees  Reduce 
Them  to  a  State  of  General  Poverty. 

According  to  the  "Municipal  Court  Review"  (Feb- 
ruary 1904),  over  50,000  families  were  evicted  from 
their  homes  in  1903  in  the  Borough  of  Manhattan, 
New  York.  Lay  this  sad  comment  on  passing  events 
beside  the  other,  that  one  burial  in  every  ten  in  New 
York  is  in  the  Potter's  Field.  In  the  Census  Report  of 
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1900,  it  is  shown  that  in  Greater  New  York  in  that  year, 
ther;  were  in  round  numbers  700,000  families.  Of 
these  35,000  owned  their  hoiies  free  of  debt,  while 
48,000  had  mortgaged  homes  and  over  600,000  famihes 
were  renters.  By  a  little  use  of  the  pencil,  it  can  be 
seen  that  only  six  of  these  families  of  each  hundred 
own  their  homes.  There  is  no  need  for  this  condition 
of  affairs  in  a  country  of  such  great  wealth,  and  it  will 
not  be  so  always.  It  can  continue  only  until  the  masses 
miderstand  the  way  of  escape,  and  take  advantage 

^  It  requires  but  little  proof  to  satisfy  any  one  that 
poverty  is  common  amongst  the  unskilled  workers, 
even  if  we  look  only  at  the  unsanitary  condition  of  their 
homes,  if  it  is  proper  to  call  them  homes.    The  most 
terrible  aspect  of  this  poverty  is  seen  in  the  tenement- 
house  sections  of  our  great  cities.    We  are  informed 
bv  statistics  that  there  are  wards  m  New  York  m 
which  the  rate  of  population  runs  over  200,000  to  the 
square  mile.     To  use  the  language  of  Dr.  Sprague, 
"Think  of  a  plot  of  ground  two  hundred  feet  square 
providing  a  permanent  home  for  nearly  six  hundred 
persons,  giving  to  each  a  space  of  eight  feet  by  nme. 
But  even  so  scanty  a  provision  is  palatial  when  the 
facts  are  more  clo  ely  examined.     Sixteen  families, 
composed  of  eighty  persons,  in  a  single  twenty-five 
foot  dwelling  is  common.    In  a  room  of  twelve  feet  by 
eight  and  five  and-a-half  feet  high,  inspected  some 
years  ago,  it  was  found  that  nine  persons  slept  and 
prepared  their  food.    In  another  room  located  m  a 
dark  cellar,  without  screens  or  partitions,  were  hud- 
dled together  two  men  with  their  wives  and  a  girl  four- 
teen; two  single  men  and  a  boy  of  seventeen;  two  wo- 
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P;™<.v,  where  th    CJ   "^ar'''  "T""  *"  «  '""d  °f 
P  aees  that  they  mus"  partlvlT  "''"?'''""  '»  ^--^o 
w^>  clo.e  this  part  of  the  ehapter  b;°a  ""'  f'"'-     '''•' 
Socialism  from  Genesis  tn  pi    i  ?  l""'"""""  from 

f""est    .lamination  tilTom  the  It'*'""' =  "  "^^  «h« 
hombie  picture;  the  ^a^n.  f  """^  "^"'^''^  »' 'W' 
cod,  the  frightful  and  fbsl„f  •  ?^"";  "'»'  Pi^^i-g 
■•els  and  hideous  or^es    thel^."'" '  "'*  *"•"*«'  ^-ar 
P-stmg  noises,  ^  Hiking fiT'^'T^^'  and  dis- 
eeneies;  the  utter  absence  of  .11^  -T^  '^"'^^^  '"de. 
allj'  the  hot  tears  flowL  from  „  ""^^  ""*'  «»"««  «» 
and  groans  of  despair  at  fhel  ,*"''''  ^^' '  ^^^  'Whs 
Iterance  from  thi^  epu,Sor  a l?'"^  ""^  ""»  ™'y  ^e- 
below  it.   And  wo  are  Mt„asl?     """"'''  ''  ""  ""« 
there  be  real  fear  of  qZ  » Jl        "  ^""""^ness;  can 

commmiity  or  country  wh'e^e  fuo?'.?-  "'"  "'  ™°  *"  » 
to  existj"  '  ™ere  such  Ihmgs  are  allowed 

;;hirrjntt  ?c  t::jt!hr  ^'"»"^'^-'  '•>« 

the  manufacturing  centers  invl.  """"«  '■^«''"'«.  or 
■norcial  lines  of  our  country  I.T/'""*  ""^  cim- 
'workers  huddled  together  [n'l  "  ,^'"'  "'<'  Poorest 
most  miserable  and  nnsauit^r,?';''.''"''^  ™der  the 
of  this  kind  are  eno"gh  rarourfi"""'-    C™*«on3 

«t  tto^orrsu^^^^^^^^ 

~theconditions"SrU:^-t;^-a.^ 
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and  we  as  a  people  shall  never  be  free  from  condemna- 
tion until  we  have  given  each  man  an  equal  chance  to 
be  what  he  ought  to  be,  and  to  carry  out  his  honest 
ambitions  for  advancement  in  life. 

The  whole  rank  and  file  of  unskilled  workers  are 
restless  and  discontented,  mainly  because  they  well 
know  that  they  are  unduly  crushed,  and  that  they  are 
not  receiving  a  sufficient  return  for  their  labor. 

4.— The  Unskilled  Worker's  Prospects  for  Old  Age 
Are  Not  Favorable. 

Under  this  section  we  must  crowd  a  volume  of  facts 
and  conditions  into  a  few  general  statements. 

An  old  worker  once  said,  "I  envy  that  horse."  The 
horse  in  question  had  faithfully  served  his  master  for 
many  years,  and  now  the  four-footed  creature  was  too 
old  to  work,  so  his  master  kept  him  on  account  of  the 
work  he  had  previously  done.  Many  a  horse  is  given 
his  vacation  after  his  best  service  has  been  rendered 
to  a  master.  But  some  horses  are  treated  as  badly  as 
some  poor  old  men,  they  are  worked  to  the  full  limit 
of  their  endurance,  just  as  long  as  they  have  any 
strength  left.  ^ 

We  ask  the  reader  to  study  the  condition  of  the 
average  unskilled  worker,  and  decide  for  himself 
whether  or  not  such  a  man  can  decently  support  him- 
self and  family,  and  in  addition,  treasure  up  a  little 
for  old  age.  Admitting  that  some  men  are  careless 
spendthrifts,  the  fact  yet  remains  that  the  common  la- 
borer cannot  get  more  than  a  bare  subsistence.  What 
IS  such  a  man  to  do  when  he  reaches  old  age?  The 
answer  to  this  question  reveals  a  pitiful  series^'of  facts, 
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people  are  until  he  comes To^I7''''«««  «>«  ^^s  S 
out  money  „,•  |<iusnia"to  lu"tatT''**"c°'''  °«»  ""h- 
"on  ought  not  to  be  pol°iw!       .  If    ^""'^  «  «ondi. 
come  when  eve,y  „ij  ^""'^i '  "*  ""*  '™«  »"'  sooi 

711    appropriate,  and  not  nn,t  ?■    °  ''''"  ""^y  <^ 
almshouse.  ""''"'"'«  roof  of  a  public 

When  the  redemption  of  ti, 
each  man  does  his  duty  to  sltr*'!  "  "'  ''«d.  "^ 
d"ty  to  eaeh  man,  then  beTres™  °'"'  '""'"^  ""^  i*" 
jorker  and  of  the  aged  win  be!,^°\f''°«'""''»  »'  «>» 
The  workingmen,  as  a  erasl  It    *''i°'*"  »f  tie  past, 
"dustrial  liberty  is  morTthL'  1'"'"'"''"^  ^o^mgtbM 
be  reached  without  a  C^y  revolmf"  ""•''  "■»' "  »» 
The  workers  are  the  Wrf?  t      ""  '""  ">snrrection 

?»d  their  sufferings  are  bet"  r  """  "'  «■»  ""'i"".' 
""posed  upon  by  the  2^,^  ««ognized.    They  are 

the  foo,3  Of  legCtnTffctnff'  '""^  ""  "'^^ 
iash  Of  our  cruel  eomnn+;+-  ^         suffering  u  -^der  tha 

eonunonfoestoSandT'?-    ^""^O    '»any 
power  of  heartless  mono»olir''.r''"«  '    der  the 
chmery  placed  upon  S?  ?  ,  !'     '""^y  ^e*  new  ma 
«ead  of  making  ZrtZ^''^'^,TV'''"'-  '^^^■ 
I-  -proved  machine,  Z^!^;^^ 

<'i-ntri:tXtrt:'S.*''^--f  labor. 
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CHAPTER  VI 


A. 
ARISING  FROM  CONDITIONS  IMPOSED  ON 

LABOR. 

I.-THE  GRINDING  AND  KILLING  SYSTEMS 

OF  WORK. 

One  of  the  saddest  results  of  greed  and  competition 
18  the  effort  on  the  part  of  the  employer  to  get  as  much 
work  as  possible  out  of  the  employed.  From  a  busi- 
ness standpomt,  this  seems  to  be  a  very  natural  result, 
for  It  has  been  recognized  by  some  long  since  that 
"might  18  right."  One  of  labor's  incongruities  is: 

1.— The  Length  op  a  Day's  Wobk. 

The  ten-hour  da}  for  the  manual  laborer  is  one  of 
the  unnecessary  evils  of  our  time,  and  should  be 
stricken  from  the  list  of  civilized  customs  among  free 
men,  and  be  considered  as  a  punishment  to  criminals 
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"1  penitentiaries     Th^i.^  „ 
"ent  for  which  ten  w"*  T"^  "^^s  of  employ, 
though  it  is  flo?ere„trU  t\'^I  '^  ^'"'-  ^v» 
't  '3  too  long,  and  compl  a  L  "^      '^"'^  '"■«"• 
fnergy  for  the  amount  of  str^!!t^,f^P''«'  '<">  """h 
•he  wage  he  receives.    wL^lT^      *  Possesses  and 
tamed  by  the  trust.    He  said  th.f  ^  T^  "^o  "^^  re- 
agement  it  was  often  eUt  IS    J"'^*'  *'«'  "«''  <"«»• 
got  through  with  hk  Zk  ani   \!;'  "'«'"  ■""«•«  he 
"erity  of  his  work  wa?„la«v  "'"■  *"  "■='•  «■«  ^«- 
was  asked  how  much  his  sJarl^Tu^^-    "^^-^  ie 
answered  by  sayin?  that  ftT^^  u  ^  ^°  i"««ased,  he 
"But  -iat^canL^oldtllow  ^^,^?'  J  *"  "«'  "^"t 

A  contractor  or  corporatL  .  """'y  ""J^ed. 

work  for  a  feed  amoSt^dl!*'''''"  *»  "^o  a  certain 
dred  men  are  employX;  ^i      ,"\««PPose  one  hmi- 
seen  that  the  longer  and  ^        '"''"' "''^-   ^  is  easily 
the  more  ProfitTL^pfo^^i^  "'^  ""»■  ^o^' 
the  pick  and  shovel  musTmovL       ^V  '"'  "^  «>"se 
poor  laborer  can  takeTs  chrrjf*'*'*"^'^'  ^^  the 
at  .t,  or  quit  work,  eilher  toT~''^"^  ^'^^^  away 
get  another  Job  of'a  s'SSllr  ZT^^  ^  "  *'-P.  o? 

Jtzc  T/o^?treo^  £-^  «^  -^-i". 

Competition  directly  blocks  Zl"*"'*  5  ^"J"'  work 
competitor  to  receive  a  much tl'^'  f  "^  """P*'^  one 
as  another.    Any  one  acquainted  w»wj  "  "^"^'^  ""'k 
form  knows  how  difficult  it  is  ot^V'"''  """^  of  re- 
act m  unison.    Since  one  line  of  1^1""  «""Petitors  to 
another,  it  would  mean  that  th.  A  ?"''  "^Teaches 
must  act.    The  sngjestion  W^    '""''  ''*te  or  nation 
.tional  government  h?spote,t„™''  ""t  ««"  ^e  na 
-erytrue,andif.he^:?Ca,rv:;^:„^:-t* 


..'>''.iifei.f.** 


THE  CAUSE  OF  LABor's  DISCONTENT.  65 

per  dav%n?,r'*''"',™'''-^  ""»  «'a™  "S*  1-3  hours 
hours  of  I  day's  worl?^  ^'  i'  °'.^''  '''»°'  ''''cn  the 
vas  not  increaled  '  '""'  ^  '«'*"«  ««1  ™e 

^^^.  Veoi^\--rh'r„fthrfrtttsi 

2.— The  "Rhythm  Stroke." 
A  few  years  ago  in  the  suburbs  of  PhilaHpir.!,- 

thud  as  long  as  ZV^ZZ  oXZ^f  ^  ""^ 
the  workmen  could  take  his  ehoire  ^J  t^  ■      ^  ""*  ""^ 

toLed  r.e  er.^e^::d^  jrp- K^, -^^^^^^^^ 

we  were  moved  bv  a  spirit  of  ind.W-  '  *°*^ 

ati.  to  that  .hieh  was  fe.t'l;  AbrlCrneXrhe' 
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Steal'tLr^!.?^;'-?  '■^«''  «ave  birth  t. 
'hat,  I  will  strTke  it  hard  "  s^**'?f'"'"'=«'°«'rik« 
and  now  feel  coneemS'  all  th°  "'^  ^!'  *'  "■"  «"«- 
processes  of  work  Xf  »  *,™.^"*  ""'^  "'"''"S 

employing  class  wfl^M  .^^  ""^  ^"""^  <"  ">« 
strike  so  hard  that . ,!  UK  ''''', '"  ^e*  «  ehance  to 
placed  npon  a  pTat/orW  h^  """'''^  "'"'«  '««  ^-^ 
given  the  same  cha^rM  7"'  ''^'^  ''«  '"'«"  >« 
now  enjoy.  *  '"  *^''^'=«  '"aself  as  others 

3.— SwEATiNo  System. 

country.  This  is  Vn„l?  ""'  '"'■«''  ""e^  ■>'  our 
tion  oflabcr  n  whirthe'LT'/"  ^'''"'^  "  '=«■'<»'■ 
to  be  done  in  a  gTven  t  meCr',^""™'  "^  ^'^  '« 
out  considering  the  haZne'*''''  '"r«'  ^S"''  "th- 
Ployees.  The  work  is  noHw  "^  "'-^^T  of  the  em- 
but  it  is  often  paree  erlf  r!i-«'"'\'°  '"«  ^»«t»'7. 
homes.  Tlie  man  who  I,..   1      ^^f^rent  ones  in  their 

is  called  the  "swelte  "  anl'T  "'  '^l'  '^^  <>'  ^"^K 
with  the  conditrns  0^  lXrt.'d  Z  "^-T ''^"'" 
you  will  conclude  that  heTriXl  ^'T'^"'*  '"^e- 
Wright  says  in  his  ou«ine  of  pfa  Cl"?^- .  ^"""  ''• 
employees  in  this  work  are  ^?«,n' ^""'"'"Sfy- "The 

•  •  •  crowded  ircbseroori.™"^  '«"<"•»'- 
sejt  or  age.  The  evils  of  T  "'""""  '"^"^  to 
large^  ithin  tht  Zt^  :tZT''^'' .''T  ^7 
he  attention  of  late  has  hoo«  V         ,  P^^- 

their  existence,  and  to  the  vLS  co'^?  "^"^  *" 
surround  the  worker  and  »ff!.^  t  T''"""'^  which 
only  to  regulate.  butVtf  H?!  tS  Xs^^  -"" 
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Certain  employees  work  by  contract,  which  is  an- 
other term  for  piece-work.    This  sounds  very  dignified, 
but  when  you  know  the  facts,  you  are  chilled  with  hor- 
ror.   The  writer  has  taken  much  pains  to  investigate 
the  work  and  wages  of  young  women  who  work  by 
contract  in  factories.    Along  this  line  has  developed 
the  most  modem  type  of  the  Sweating  System.    We 
know  of  one  strong  young  woman  who  worked  like  a 
slave  for  six  days  and  earned  $2.60.    Her  average  wage 
for  six  months  was  under  $3  per  week.    She  struggled 
hard  trying  to  earn  enough  to  pay  her  board,  and  then 
at  last,  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  she  said  that  she  did  not 
know  what  to  do  next.    She  might  have  worked  as  a  do- 
mestic in  some  home,   if  she  had  been  willing  to 
enter   one   of   the   meanest   forms    of   slavery   that 
modem    life    enforces   on   the   great   majority   who 
work  as  servants.     After  an  investigation  of  many 
homes,  we  found  that  only  one  out  of  the  three  of  the 
house-servants  was  treated  with  ordinary  respect.    In 
the  other  cases  the  so-called  servant  was  made  to  feel 
that  she  was  "beneath"  the  members  of  the  household,' 
not  worthy  to  meet  with  them  on  any  base  of  equality. 
No  matter  how  poor  a  person  may  be,  a  haughty  spirit 
on  the  part  of  the  mistress  makes  it  very  humiliating 
for  the  servant  who  has  any  degree  of  self  respect. 

Instances  like  the  one  cited  could  be  mentioned  by 
the  hundred  to  show  the  various  forms  of  the  sweating 
system.  In  the  light  of  this  knowledge,  is  it  a  wonder 
that  some  women  are  tempted  to  yield  to  a  life  of 
shame?  And  the  terrible  fact  that  some  do  fall,  com- 
pels us  to  make  reference  to  one  of  the  blackest  chap- 
ters of  human  history.  The  moral  stench  arising  from 
the  larger  centers  of  population  is  so  great  that  one  is 
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larger  cities,  and  the  swI«Z       T""'"  '"  ^""e  <>'  onr 
responsible  for  these  Z-ri5  '''"T  "'  '''>■■'' '«  Partly 
Reiehel,  A.  M.,  P^D  Lit  n  'L^'':."""^-     ^"'^'i-e 
notorious  fact  that  about  tWw?°^^  ^'"'"'''^  "«  '^  « 
and  girls  in  this  counX  1^1^^°';  °'  ""^  ^"""^ 
sm,  fall  into  the  mire  bel„=    1  '""^  ""°  a  life  of 
eallings  are  insuffi"tent  to  en»h>    !i'  ™^"''  ^  !«>"«»' 
the  necessities  of  life  '-  """^  *°  "'■'am  even 

as  fairly  as  Possible-I  fZ  "tir'  '^'"  ^""'"y^o" 
tical  Christian  buoinesfml^  „i  ^°  *''''  """y  Prac- 
make  it  possible  for  a  peZn  t°  '""'"'^  "'  '^"""S  to 

for  a  normal  e^penditn?  Tenti;"";?  """^  ""«" 
tie  "squeeze"  of  bn<!ino.=     ^""Sy,  if  it  were  not  for 

♦hem  to  get  their  workd^ner^t"""  ""<^''  ™-P<'" 
When  the  day  of  redemptfon  flfrTr"''  "^  """"s- 
honest  man  or  woman^    h.       "'»„la''orer  comes,  no 

slave,  and  no  capuSsriin  o^^^l'"^.!"  ^"^  '^  « 
and  broKen  lives  of  his  erpl„?^f  ^^  ""^  ''^"'aches 

,'ft  ^^':^lt'S,VZS':.^%'^r'-  '-Her, 

Sweating"  report  2309  of ThJT         *>  ""«'«  » 

t-ves;  or  let  him^ead  Z^-XS^^^:'  Eepresenta- 

ake  a  personal  tour  of  thrdistri^,.    !   ™''  •"" '«'  h™ 

mg  System"  is  in  operaSon  '"''""  ""^  "S'^^at- 

*— Bobbed  or  the  Sabbath  Best 

na^m-otifttrn^r^rt-'T'-^--- 
.ears,  to  break  down  thelkbthX'r/reT  1 1^1 
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not  here  enter  into  any  religious  discussion  coucoraing 
the  right  or  wrong  of  this  matter.    We  will  look  at  it 
purely  from  a  humane  standpomt.    The  one  who  works 
(and  everybody  ought  to  work)  is  entitled  to  on-  full 
day  s  rest  m  seven.    It  has  been  sho^^^l  that  a  periodi- 
cal rest  every  seventh  day  is  good  for  man,  beast  and 
machinery.    France  tried  to  ignore  this  law  and  experi- 
mented with  the  one-day-in-ten-plan.    This  was  a  fail- 
ure as  was  all  the  plans  that  have  been  substituted  for 
the  one  adopted  by  the  Creator.    God  who  made  man 
knew  what  was  best  for  his  physical  and  spiritual 
nature,,  and  the  individual  or  the  nation  that  ignores 
the  law  of  one-day-in-seven,  or  the  Sabbath  day  of 
Kest,  IS  beating  against  a  rock. 

It  is   sometimes   said   that  corporations   have  no 
souls,  and,  if  we  are  to  judge  them  by  their  attitude  on 
tHe  babbath  question,  we  can  conclude  this  is  true  of 
many  of  them.    The  workingmen  of  this  country  ought 
to  get  their  eyes  open  before  they  are  altogether  en- 
slaved.   If  the  Sabbath  is  broken  down,  it  will  then  be 
just  as  hard  to  earn  a  livelihood  in  seven  days'  work 
as  now  in  six,  for  it  has  been  proved  that  wages  will 
always  be  so  adjusted  that  the  worker  will  earn  on! v 
enough  for  a  bare  subsistence.    Under  the  ruling  grc    1 
and  graft  of  our  monopolies  there  is  no  effort  made  lo 
spare  the  worker  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  if  certain 
large  business  concerns  had  their  own  wav,  they  would 
utterly  overthrow  the  Sabbath  as  a  day  of  rest.  It  is 
impossible  in  a  limited  consideration  of  the  subject, 
such  as  we  are  compelled  to  give,  to  go  further  into 
details.    We  simply  call  attention  to  this  as  one  of  the 
grmdmg  tendencies  of  our  times. 
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city  conid  not  tr^tinCl"'  f^"  "^^"8  »  '^ 
«Wy,  and  according  to  the  2" J^i"      '  ^'"  "'^'P*"- 
•/.America,  if  the  fatW  L^t^  f  "^^  workin^eu 
P"d  le.,  than  $10.00  or V,, M.^"'PP°'■''  ^^  " 
«hu»etta  Burean  of  LaL  fl"!?  !  T*"    ^''«  ««»»- 
«.p.ent  of  a  yearly  wa-  of  If  1^''  """  ">«  «- 
dollars  must  go  into^debf/f'^JJ.  than  '«  ''™dred 
labor  leader  says:-°F„:  if"  "''"''ell,  that  famous 
workiagmen  residing  in  to™,*of  ."*"  "'  ""'billed 
lation  of  from  five  tho„«.„  J^     '  """'''  '''«'  a  poDu- 
the  fair  wage  a  J^.       '^."'  °°«  hundred  thonS 

"t^dardofr^inVXdrtt",'  '^J?  '"«  ^»S 
dollars  a  year.  Less  than  ?•  ''  """'  ««  hundred 
"eat,  be  insnlBcient  to Sve  to 't\ ''""''','.'-  "^  i»dg 
necessaries  and  comfortr  'V«  -'"""'''"Sman  those 
Jhich  are  now  conS  essen«°n.  "^*"  "«"ri« 
Advisory  Committee  of  the  ClZl  ^  ^''<'  O^""*! 
ties  on  March  17   ism    ..  f°  ^""■ea"  ot  Chari- 

'fmily,  or  famUy  of  aW  Ji^'^  *'"'.'  ■">  AmeriS, 
•t«.dards  of  living  are  sZil.?!"'  f/^o-^'ity,  whose 
on  any  less  than  f  ne  doTr  a  C"?^  '^■"'""•tably  live 
P^acnt  time,  owing  to  the  htgh  Pric^^, ^^^  at  the 

The  grmding  conditions  of  1  ?     ^  foods." 

«oupIed  with  the  scarcHy  o?  wlrt    f""  '""^  ^«8es, 

have  greatly  increased  the  aLv^f  "  "'''»'»  tii^es 

there  are  nearly  three  mniior.™^  ^h/nT"  "'  ''hich 

The  usual  custom  is  to  Zt  '    •^.^'"ted  States. 

put  a  wholesale  condemna- 


w^Twrmt^  ± 


THE  CAUSE  OF  labor's  DISCONTENT.  Jl 

tion  on  the  paupers  themselves.    This  is  the  easiest 
way  to  get  nd  of  the  whole  question.    Now,  if  we  rel 
son  together,  will  it  not  appear  that  much  of  this  pal 

livei:  rpt;iv'^  '°^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^  -^-  -^^«^  - 

So  far  as  the  tramp  is  concerned,  our  people  seem  to 
M^nJ^  ^PPort  him,  but  he  will  not'alwaTbe 
fed  after  the  present  manner.  The  time  will  soon 
come  when  the  tramp  or  vagabond,  instead  of  bdng 
a  burden  o  Society,  will  either  do  his  share  of  he 
work  and  live  respectably,  or  he  will  be  put  to  more 
severe  work  mider  the  state,  and  his  work  wm  be  o? 

thTf^  f  "^ote--.  and  will  help  to  make  the  work  of 
the  honest  man  lighter. 

We  shall  have  much  more  to  say  about  the  general 
class  of  unskilled  workers  in  a  few  chapters  to  come 
It  IS  enough  to  say  at  this  time  that  the  Trusts  aTd 
combmat,ons  are  having  by  far  the  best  of  ^  There 
IS  somethmg  radically  wrong  when  over  600,000  men 
and  women  are  destitute  in  New  York  alone  ^t  a  tTme 
when  the  country  was  never  more  prosperous  The 
arge  number  of  Trusts  have  so  doubled  ^  price  on 

zt  i?i  ^^^n  '''^^''  '^  ^^ti^i^^'  that  living  rr 

bearably  high,  or  to  put  the  matter  more  trutWul^ 
those  who  work  must  work  half  thn  .Z    'T^tWulIy, 

-Ives  and  the  other  hal»„ttt'ktV    5  tiSrrT 

estpric^  tr™.' •''"'«^*'""  "<""  ^'""'X'  reach  its  h^Tgh 
Slrr  ^5  .'*  "  """'  plentiful,  and  that  the  Beef 

th7west°el  f"^'  "'"'^  ^'"""^  P"«»  f«  "eatwhen 
catti;!^    .    ™?  ''*™"'  ^'^^^  a  greater  supply  of 

and  th!  m  ^    T  *'  *"  ^™  '^™«t'  ">«  Sugar  Trust 
and  the  0>I  Trust  oamiot  do,  then  the  Gas  Trustor 
5 


t>»^y''<g^''*CTPMBEi'^By^ 
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some  other  kind  of  Tr>i.t  .. 

tainly  „,  «  count:;  oTgreaf:?L"°  '"  •'°-    ^«  "«  «r. 
"  prospering  but  the  iorki!ZT"%-  ""*  ^''^Tbody 
tent  to  mulce  automobilTrMX        ^^  """  ''««'  «»" 
hem;  to  nmke  PuUmZZTttn  f^  "''»  "1«  i" 

'o  go  sliiverinir  in  win,  T  ""' ™'^<»'' of  otliers  • 

-WIe  others  ^a^t    ut  of  XT.'^"'"1"°«^«  -^S""' 
"■"g  to  see  his  follv  and  1,„  f '^f''  ''"'  i""  '^  t^gin- 
for  his  rights,  and  he  has  donf  '""^  ^  "''^  "^^^i 
«»7mg  to  get  them;  but  soj  !,.?"'"'  '"">"*  things 
^^^ary  evils  before  the  iTti/.n'"'  """«'  »«  -^ 
bmation  will  be  reaehed     m    '  J?™'  P'""  "^  <=»">- 
tiiler  of  the  field  wilf^i^  ^^^'",  «*f'  ^ay  comes  the 
the  mmer  will  j„ta  hand   witT  th7f  ""'  •°^"'  ^^ 
will  all  move  together  fTJ         f  shopman,  and  they 

m-UNCEBTAINTY  OF  WORK. 

Since  Work  is  th  a'  • 
»g  a  livelihood,  .t!  fSl^'^r'^'^  '""'»«  of  gain- 
popular  quotation  "If  ,';*'  ^""o'^'  according  to  a 
ahall  he  eat."  This  1:"-^  ^30:"!,,"°'  ""*'  -"'^er 
IS  havmg  a  practical  applieat™"  '""'  "«''*'  "d 
where  the  unemployed  are  asi?^'"  '2""'  "'"'■"■•'« 
tradgmg  tramp  is  put  in  ?  °k.     "^  '"  ^^  work.    A 

eat.       We  Wijl  change  this  W  V    •        ^^^  ^  "«^^t  to 
-.3.oriswi.ingto\oSi:hYC?5gKLt? 
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and  comfortable  living     Tho  xrr.r>]A  ^ 

Uu.  right  to  a  man  wlfo  ^l^'ZL'X^l  T''"" 

who  IS  "out  of  work"  OT,^      /    .,,.  ®'  °^^  t<>  tl^e  man 

opon  what  he  has  a«.Z  ,iT.        "f '  "^^P*""*  ^'her 

whose  warn  earner  ,•.*•"'' '°  *  "««^7  family 

iority  ofXse  X  Z^ZT:^-  ,^""1  «""'  ""• 
permanence  of  thJ,        .  °°  certainty  as  to  the 

^oTTeCe,  ^-Ployment,  even  if  they  render 

l.-SHUI.»OWm   AS  *    CauBH    of    0Noi:BT*n,TT 

shfp?:tte\ori:sr  triLTV"""''  **  *- 

wUl  be  no  work  for  tTo  week,  "    ^l?^^-   "T""" 
any  reason  for  their  thutf  7  "**''  °<"  «i™ 

give  the  notice  ver^lon^tT"  ""^  ""'^  "^  "<>« 
a  company  wishlsTo  mfl         ™  ""*•    ^'  ""'y  '«'  that 

is  -aVwZg  Ihl?  h'u,~7hatT''^-  "^^^ 
no  work  for  two  weeks  anH  Z^     -      *^^  ""^^  ^^^^ 

their  support  durTg  tC  time'^uTr  '^  "^^^  ^- 
system,  the  employer  would  n^  h.  m  f  ^"'  P''^^^^* 
when  his  works  are  ille  ^  ^'  *°  ^^^  ^^«  ^«° 

tion,  r^  'of  tlf;efu?^f 3-  n '"^  ^.^  ^-^  P-^- 
is  too  large  a  suddIv  of       /  ''^V^'^'  ^  ^^^^h  there 
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certain  «>mp^^ZZ ''kZtt^'^  "">«»»  «»» 
when  they  observe  that  theTa™  '  """  ^'"^'"  ""> 
wming  a  little  indcoende!^  „  .?  Prospermg  and  be- 
'beir  righto,  then  the  btr:^^'^^*'''"?'  *«"ssing 

medicine  has  greTtXct  o^T'.^"""""''-    Thi, 
oome  very  hniWe    *  d  t^         '  l''^""-    They  be- 
tiem,  they  feeTli;  WelswVL"'  f  ,"«'""  «'^»  to 
a  chance  to  ^ork    msZin     ^^^^^^^  «'™»  'bem 
the  most  unjast  sitnafin?   -^""^  °'  "»'•''  "  one  of 
who  is  to  blaC  f'r  iU  "tL"  "T  ""^''^-  "^^  Je". 
to  run  his  bnainesras  he^easTl'd^S"""'  "  "^O' 
ally  know  that  they  can  eel  nT'         l""*  "*"  "atur- 
no  employment  given  to  thl     T^.^i^"  they  have 
nurable  work  of  S^  "J'™,./™^'  ®y,  in  his  ad- 
wage-earner  wants  is  not  f^m„  t',  '*^''      '^^t  the 

"ngs.  but  a  regular  reeltnf"        ''^""  '"'°"*'  ««">- 
present  uncertain"..'      '^^  "'  """""^  bi  place  of  the 

2.-Pa«CS  «  .  Crs.  o,  0HCEBT«KTr 

tbe\;taThi:;"cn'Sf:/.T  "^Vb-e  to  describe 
panic.     We  ne^  not  g„  tack  fr^l""""*'  ^»™an 
of  1837.    This  was  a  remaAaL  1   ''""  ?^  the  one 
ry  m  the  Middle  West  was  ran  dll"  fin  •'""^''  '^'  «-»"- 
tants     People  crowded  iSto  Z,        "^  '^"'  '"^^W" 
to  fabulous  prices;  townTand  i-       ""'  '""^'  ''"'^o 
mushrooms  in  the  night    k  "If.    ,•""■"«  "P  «ke 
jmnped  to  twenty  times  iff.,-    r'"""'  '■«*1  Mtate 
Plenty,  and  ever^^^t''  0"^nal  pri„e.  Work  was 

»  m  me  mad  msh  told  the  ex- 


— r,  «     .-i-t^Ski'  '  ^rW^ 


^M' 


79 


in 


^H«C.rU0,l^0B'..x.C0XT.„. 


'"ued  .  specie  ci.:°,lrmXr^/"'''''''f«*''^» 
fof  your  land  in  oo^n  ,,     T"*"  I"*  demanded,  •■P.r 

««'  bankruptcy  ,„,,'";!y''"'f,''''d  'errible.    A  gen 
P'»««ed  into'fin^an^arrut.""^!  ""   ""•  ""««»*»" 
^00  from  the  mouths  of  sever,?    „•"""  "'o  '«!«  of 
''ork,  and  therefore  could  ^^     '^'Ihoas;  they  had  no 
kept  on  yielding  their  abi","'  .'"'^  '''^^-    The  fan^" 
•mplo  food  to  ffed  ete,t  r       '  """''  ^^  there  JS, 
■naolme  was  out  ofSTd^'f,""""'.  "ut  the  so^al 
tho  bread  to  the  n.outh  of  ,h  'u"*  "^  "*''  "'  ^ting 
•ome  starved  amidst  plenty     Thi^^"^'  "'"'  ""««'»" 

otrtri:^--»-'«-VLrrrin^^^ 
r  rp^  "^L-a£?f^  -  -« oi 

threw  out  his  lines  anr«att>rl  *'*/  Commissioner 
anthonties  on  Political  econl,vl'°  /™"'  P'ommen? 
can8es:-..Abolition  of  Z^T^  "■"  '""owing  list  of 
»*»?  incapacity,  TmZiyJ^'^"^''''  ^^^tem.  Bust 
^P.tal,  Concenfratl™  „Tcl::r"fi^''-n>t'on  of 
Emp loynient  of  children,  SL     f"™  "^  <^«*«. 
Small   crops.    Scarcity  of  cnr™      "'  """-Porations 
^ucation.  Enforced  idfenessTr^'    ^*«riminate 
H.gh-rate  interest,  ESravLrr.-":'''''  ■'"■"'^ration, 
■"••^ery,  Over.prodtSirplrtV"?;,-^'''^-'''^ 
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of  prices,  Reaction  from  prosperity,  Dwreased  raU- 
road  buildmg,  Over-building  of  railroad^  Speculation, 
Introduction   of  Bessem.T   steel,   Sixteen  difficulties 
with  the  tariff.  Liquor  traffic,  Consolidation  of  wealth 
War.  * '  ' 

The  foregoing  list  is  souk  what  amusing.  It  simply 
shows  that  each  one  pla.  .-s  the  blame  along  the  lino 
of  his  own  thmkillt^  and  it  also  teaches  how  pre- 
sumptuous it  is  for  any  one  man  to  insist  upon  his 
particular  theory  or  hobby.  It  doos  not  make  any  dii'- 
ference  what  the  ival  rvm.e  uf  a,o  j-unic  is.  we  are 
more  concerned  aboiu  th-  ivsuit,  and  that  u,  that  a 
man  should  be  throwii  out  of  eiuployment  and  no 
means  provided  for  his  support. 

In  1893  a  painful  panic  prevailed  over  the  country 
It  was  especially  severe  in  the  sections  of  the  iron  in- 
dustries.   It  cannot  be  proved  positively,  but  appea- 
Mices  indicate  that  this  was  the  cruel  soil  out  of  whi-  i 
the  billion  dollar  steel  combine  grew.    In  the  Capit 
istic  style  it  was  necessary  to  tear  out  the  foundatior     ' 
the  whole  iron  and  steel  industry  in  order  to  brine 
everything  to  terms.    If  there  was  a  selfish  motive 
back  of  that  movement,  there  must  come  a  righteous 
judgment  some  day  upon  the  heads  of  the  promoters 
We  witnessed  with  our  own  eyes  some  of  the  sharp 
turns  of  poverty  which  people  suffered  during  this 
panic.  We  know  one  instance  of  a  father  who  had  been 
hunting  all  day  for  work,  and  not  finding  any,  he 
dreaded  to  go  home  to  face  his  starving  wife  and  chil- 
dren, who  had  been  hoping  all  afternoon  that  he  might 
brmg  some  food  or  good  news  to  them.  The  mother  had 
Riven  the  baby  the  last  bit  of  bread  long  before  the 
husband  returned.    When  he  did  enter  the  door  she 
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by  hunger,  was^m^aWe  to  i"?.' '"""' ''«*»«d 
broke  down  cou,ple,eh     Tw!^'l, "'%"'"'"'  ""l  ie 
'"Sana,  a«d  in  a  Ld  fit  „„  „,,  ^""r,  *''  ■""  become 
."["^  driven  to  that  lasfhtmHto"'^  ^boot  himself,  but 
ibis,  to  our  mind,  is  one  of  it        i  "'''"'«  ^<"-  belp. 
"l  modem  condition.,  that  a  Mr.T   ^''^'"  Pi'"»res 
and  willing  to  work    and  ?  "™"«'  bonest  man,  able 
^■ven  work  nor  its  equTvllenTT/^  "'  ^  "<^"ber 

"See  yonder,  poor,  o'erlabored  wight 
^0  abject,  mean  and  vile,  *  ' 
Wlo  begs  his  brother  of  th    earth 

To  g,ve  him  leave  to  toil  I 
And  see  his  lordly  fel|„„  „„^ 

ihe  poor  petition  spurn, 
Pnmmdfn,  though  a  weepkg  wife 

And  helpless  Offspring  mou^T^ 

frngn--r^t::~'Ss^^^^^^^^^ 

fhould  su/fer,  our  land  J      ''°  '"'«<'  'bat  anyS 
'ban  the  peop  e  oould "seT  T'^'"''"*  ""ore  whelt 
bushels  were  being  shipped'to^^'^'  "^  thousands  „f 
r-  poor  farmerf  w  rrworkt;',-:"" ',"'''' »<> 'bus 
themselves  and  other  eonntri!.  *^  j''*  ''»^«s  'o  feed 
»*n  workmen  were  starvin  Jrt  """^  'bousands  of  o„ 
«  broken  mast,  unable  toge,  food"""^""  «""i>^rs  "^ 
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3.~DlSCHAB0IN0  OF  EMPLOYEES  AS  A  CaUSB  OF 

Uncertainty. 
man  for  any  reason  or  for  no  "eSt     wl      mT ,  * 

managers  of  the  railroads  olaLd  tha    .'rn„« 
in  business"  comnelled  lh«m  t„       .  "epression 

M>d  so  they  disEied  h!  "*^.''  '•<'"-^'"='™ents, 
provision  for  tht  fnp'p*  '"^  Z*""'  ■"""""^  f  ^ 
corporations  that  employed  „„1h  t  T'  i™t  ""'«■• 
a  certain  per  cent   ofT„1.  ,    '^  "'"'  "J'^'kafged 

reason.    It" is  S' thatt    hr^rrstrf^t  a'  T" 

-uM  he  repeat^%t:!s  ^r^nlf  VlT;,! 

the  situation    This IsleofX  ""!  '"'''  *»  ^^"^ly 

man  who  works-he  ca„nfv"*'  I"  ''  '"'''  '°  **" 
ture.    He  can  buy  a  bLTiZl'^l  '"'"  "^  *"  •>■•«  fu- 

it  by  bstallmentsf  and  then  ttnstT  f  '"'^"«  '"^ 
to  the  permanene;  of  hi,  wolT^  '<*!  uncertain  as 
many  cases  h^.  hom.  i.  !„m  '^".""^  "'  "'tosrether  too 
has  paid  thereon  "^^  ""'' '''  '""^'  'o^*  "-tat  he 
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4— VABiora  Causes  op  Usemiiimr. 

Tm^tal^Th"^?^  "'?"  ""'^"'■"'^  '''»'  -""te  work 
mcertain.  The  fomation  of  Trusts  often  throws  men 
out  of  work;  by  combining  certain  industrieHewer 

r  rcSrais'o"ttw:  ^"''^  '^-'^'^-uin 
ifthi ,?  i^- -^-rmTcLT^Xt  :rz: 

U8^«i    1  ""t «"?"  '"''"  "^o  koa  depended  upon 

™ch  emeSendes     Tho  h„n'  Tf'T^  P'""^'""  f""- 
cast  ,%ff  .„      .     f:  ■      "^  '""'*'''  tradesman  is  simnlv 

Xr  fhe"f!:hro^r  "t^  "^'^  "">■  "^  «^'''  »<'»ewhal 
niiHHt  i!    f         °'  "  '"'"«  'hat  has  worked  hard 

t::etitri,>^;aX7Lrn''Lr^\L^t'?^r 

not  furnish  the  field  for  the  mT         ""'  ^'^ 

The  army  of  the  unemployed  is  «(r«T,»<>i„ 
larger,  notwithstandine  our  ^^nLi  *^  ■*^™'™« 
bor  Commissioner  WrLn®  T  P^'P^''^-  ^ 
tion  over  iSmtZa^llZj'X''''  °'  '"""''>«»- 
year  1903,  and  foZd  afataStl^^'t^  '"  '"' 
earners  of  these  families  y^lTmlLjZ  "T' 
during  the  vpnr     ti,  "'«*^«  laie  part  of  the  tune 

aha^s?  ten  weeks   lUT"^:  '™«*''  <"  '*'"^«  ^^ 

twe^n  twoZd  four  ^ii."    *°  *™™^"  "'«'•''  «^-  •>«- 
dav  in  thL  T     •  "'°''  ''age-earners  idle  ev.rv 

.to'ry"'of'dsCsrd"onT™'7-    ^"'^  ""-^^  to  «,T 

ists^seem  tor-    V°'-«/-^^^^^^^^^^  "'  "'"'"■ 
causes  of  the  nncerlair^^f        ?    mention  any  more 

given  to  deL"S:t  t™;"-  "  ^'"'»«^  '-^  "^^ 


■  •I  . 
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IV.~BLESSINGS  CHANGED  TO  CUBSES. 
1. — Invention. 

It  is  terrible  to  know  that  angels  f  hould  be  tnrned 
into  demons,  or  blessings  changed  into  burdens.  This 
is  what  the  workingmen  of  the  world  have  experienced 
in  regard  to  the  things  that  should  have  lightened 
their  burdens.  What  a  glorious  age  of  invention  we 
have  had,  eclipsing  the  past,  glorifying  the  present, 
and  giving  promise  of  the  most  golden  age  of  material 
advancement  that  the  world  has  yet  seen. 

Just  as  the  year  1492  stand;:  for  the  discovery  of 
America,  with  all  the  con*eq.icni,  blessings  that  fol- 
lowed, so  the  year  1769  stands  for  the  discovery  and 
utilization  of  the  power  of  steam  with  all  the  wonderful 
events  that  have  succeeded  it;  just  as  America  was  to 
open  the  door  of  liberty  to  the  world,  so  the  coming 
of  machmery  gave  promise  to  make  men  more  free 
from  th«ir  slavish  tasks. 

The  introduction  of  machinery  that  came  after  the 
steam  eofin*  bad  been  applied  to  industry,  accom- 
plished all  and  more  than  what  was  expected  of  it     It 
has  done  marvels  in  accompliGhing  results  with'  the 
least  p^mUe  labor.    Reliable  statistics  tell  us  that 
the  steam  har^^e8ter  can  reap  and  bind  the  waving 
gram  of  ninety  acres  in  one  day,  requiring  only  the 
work  of  three  m«i.    Who  would  be  dull  enough  to  say 
that jt  were  better  to  hire  a  host  of  men  to  do  the  same 
work  m  the  old-fashioned  way?     With  the  McKay 
machine,  one  man  can  handle  shoes  sixtv  times  as  fast 
as    he    could    without    it.     In   the   manufacture    of 
matches  three  hundred  girls,  by  the  aid  of  machinery 
will  make  as  many  matches  as  seventy-five  hundrwi 
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Btl'^'T  ™'""''  '■'X^epower  station  of  the  b« 

.abrsa;inr4trtr''^L^^\.^»*  -  »  -^e- 

cars  on  217  mUes  of  rL  ?^     r"".*""*  "P^"'«^  3,000 
and  two  milTsTil  T    "/  '""""^  '»  ™'«^  '""g 

the  work  we  can  tb^  f  ^r""*  machinery  performs 
hanstive  dircrip  ion  ^"""""e  example  from  the  ex- 
this  immenseXt  is  ™L.Ti  l'^'''"^  '»  »?''''"<' 
East  River,  wSed„„^^f"'  '?"  ''"8«'  "  '•" 
the  fumaceL  lytw  C  itnTXl  T'  '^  '"'<' 

goes  on  strike  and  never  boycotts  -  ^'  ^"^  '"'"'' 
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Does  it  not  appear  that  when  work  can  be  done  so 
much  more  easily  by  machinery,  that  the  workingmen 
should  look  upon  such  inventions  as  ministering 
angels  coming  to  their  relief,  or,  in  other  words,  has 
the  laborer  any  right  to  expect  that  his  burden  should 
be  lighter  in  the  presence  of  iron  and  steel  muscle'i 
that  move  under  the  power  of  steam  and  electricity? 
Certainly  he  has  a  right  to  share  the  benefits,  but  how 
has  it  affected  his  condition!  Take  a  sober  glimpse 
of  the  past.  Under  the  old  system,  the  individual 
hand-worker  did  most  of  his  manufacturing  in  or 
about  his  humble  home.  He  bought  the  raw  material 
and  sold  the  finished  product.  When  machinery 
came,  men,  women  and  children  were  crowded  into 
factories  under  the  new  "wage  system."  Never  a 
more  sudden  transformation  took  place  in  the  indus- 
trial world.  It  was  a  journey  from  the  individual  to 
the  collective;  each  owner  of  a  factory  bought  the 
raw  materials  and  made  all  the  profit  he  could.  He 
paid  the  employees  not  ivhat  he  considered  the  work- 
men's rightful  share  of  the  product,  but  the  lowest 
sum  for  which  he  could  persuade  them  to  work.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  the  new  order  which  has  not 
yet  had  its  end,  and  it  is  becoming  more  and  more 
clear  that  the  worker  is  being  robbed  (pardon  the 
term)  of  what  rightfully  belongs  to  him,  and  we  must 
not,  in  all  cases,  blame  the  employer  for  the  robbing. 

The  nation  and  upper  classes  are  growing  enor- 
mously rich  on  the  fruits  of  labor.  Under  this  de- 
ceptive wage  system,  the  poor  workman  is  a  slave, 
as  we  stated  in  a  former  chapter.  His  bondage  is  so 
great  that  he  is  bemg  crushed  constantly  by  the  hand 
that  he  is  filling  with  gold.    In  the  name  of  justice  and 
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—  -  ^'w^uiMXENT. 

J^  labor.  WhyToSd  is  "^f"  »/  ">"  '™if  «' 
enrich  themselves  °oen?™^  ?"'  «"T>«r«tiona 
tie  increased  fruits  „",  ZZl^     '  *"'"""«  *" 

■ui  this  manner  the  ano-oi  »,      i! 
demon      When  machLeT:^  firsT"  !"T''  "'»  " 
the  mUls  of  England,  and  laree  n^^J  ""trodnced  into 
were  discharged,  there  fon^L      "^'^  "'  employees 
and  riot.    The  men  wh„  7^  ."'°''*'  "'  bloodshed 

looked  nponth^Si.trtaslr'  '"'"  '""""'o-" 
mstances,  raids  were  made  upon  T^'  T\^  """"y 
the  machines  were  broken  t?n^         work-shops  and 
men.  ThisiedtothepassL^/r"'  '"''  ""*  <«"-»«ed 
a  death  penalty  to  a  machLet"  tT'  'T  "'"""^ 
one  man  lost  his  life  in  thf,  ff  .  '  f"**  "»'■«  ""an 
what  he  considered  Ss  gr  at'esJtfl,  ^'"  "«"'»»* 
qnire  a  logician  to  see  that  ,n1     !l   "  ^°'^  "ot  re- 
of  economics  there  wourdbTn/     '  ""P"  'S""'" 

from  Z  elHCZt'ZZ''T"'''^  "^  P-'-^J 
ST.-,.'f  follow  th;  cornse  ,1?  '^  «^'"*'  of  greed  and 
labor  will  bring  Z'eluZrSI  "^T  *"'"  »"" 
borers,  and  evervbodl  J,-n  C  '  "''"''«  mass  of  la- 
of  invention  andTntteuT^l:^"'  f '^  '"  ">e  benefits 

that  are  being  harnet^d"  t'rervTth'e 'ptnos"'''/"''*' 

ve  me  purposes  of  man. 

2. — Immigbation 

«on  istU;  oX^^ttht"  '^«'"  ™"''^«- 
States;  we  will  only^ilVft  '^•?'^°^  ""^  ^""ed 
"■tion  of  the  labore^Tot^Lt;!  '^'"'^  '"'  «>''■ 
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The  immigration  question  did  not  receive  any  seri- 
ous consideration  before  the  year  1821.  At  that  time 
the  Government  made  arrangements  to  take  statistics 
of  all  persons  who  came  to  the  United  States.  Not 
until  the  middle  of  the  Nineteenth  Century  did  immi- 
gration rise  to  large  proportions;  the  numbers  then 
coming  from  the  countries  of  the  old  world  averaged 
over  250,000  annually,  and  before  the  Century  was 
three-fourthtj  gone,  there  came  to  our  shores  over 
500,000  annually. 

The  incoming  of  such  vast  numbers  was  a  terrible 
strain  in  the  labor  mavket,  and  instead  of  being  a 
blessing  to  the  American  worker,  it  was  another  case 
of  the  angel  being  turned  into  a  demon.  Instead  of 
lightenmg  the  burdens  of  the  American  worker,  it 
compelled  him  to  sell  his  labor  in  competition  with 
the  more  untutored  and  more  untramed  laborers  that 
came  flooding  in  to  bid  for  work  in  the  American  mar- 
ket. There  is  no  object  lesson  in  all  history  that  fur- 
nishes a  clearer  conception  of  the  evils  of  the  wage 
system  than  the  lesson  that  immigration  furnishes. 

We  do  not  wish  to  cast  reflection  upon  any  other 
nationality,  but  the  truth  stands  before  us  that  many 
of  these  immigrants  from  Hungary,  Ireland,  Italy, 
and  other  countries  were  from  the  lowest  classes  of 
people,  who  were  accustomed  to  live  in  their  own 
country  on  a  starvation  diet.  As  they  came  to 
America,  they  were  able  to  live  cheaper  than  the  most 
common  of  our  American  laborers,  and  therefore, 
rather  than  do  without  work,  they  sold  their  labor  in 
many  instances  at  considerably  less  than  «  dollar  a 
day.  In  fact  they  worked  for  any  wages  they  could 
get.    Some  of  our  American  contractors,  ever  anxioui 
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It  .3  not  Grange  that  American  laborers  b^lLf 

gtt:  Th'e:  we7'v'°/^i^  incominrfl„ororto2 
^rams.    vviien  we  look  at  the  situation  fairlv  tir«  na« 

^iTb-J^fofS"^- 

:t:ron:ira™;:^a''-^^"^'?  ""-^ 

into  our  counl:^  prov^s^iotT^*f  *'»■'  °/  ''"'»'^^™ 
class  of  peopleZ  rlap^g  th:  benlfi?' r^.^t'^  '"' 
the  capitalists  and  corpo^ftions     Itl!'  f.f    ""''  "" 
story,  that  the  rich  have  b  !n  JlinV ,'  .'*"*  '"'* 
the  hard  toil  and  sacrifice  of  othefsTwfe  Tht    "^  "'"'° 
people  are  called  upon  to  bear  Wilr  hn  T"^"" 
account  of  these  conditions.    Wen  ^H  tL  ,1     "'Z" 
come  that  angels  will  no  longer  b^f,^  J  •^S^''  ^^^ 
c«d  When  blessings  will  n'oXge'^S  ^denTrt 
When  each  one  alike  shall  receive  fhp\oJ«?  '.? 
co»e  f.m  the  discover,  the  ^ZZ:'ZZ^ 


CHAPTER  VII. 


%IS€#NmNP^ 


eoAirtnQt,o 


B. 


ARISING   FROM  THE  ATTITUDE  AND 
EXAMPLE  OF  THE  RICH. 

Among  the  many  causes  of  unrest  among  the  work- 
ingmen  is  the  manner  in  which  certain  rich  people  use 
their  wealth,  and  the  spirit  which  they  manifest  to- 
ward the  poor;  also  the  attitude  of  certain  corpora- 
tions toward  their  employees  in  times  of  strikes  and 
during  other  kinds  of  disturbances.    Ationg  the  rich 
there  are  many  who  have  used,  and  are  still  using  their 
wealth  in  a  very  commendable  manner.    These  excep- 
tional cases  are  the  bright  lights  along  the  path  of 
financial  frenzy.    The  man  who  realizes  his  responsi- 
bility, and  studies  to  use  his  wealth  in  the  best  possi- 
ble manner,  is  a  mighty  moral  force,  and  is  ever  giv- 
ing rebuke  to  the  selush,  miserly  men  of  wealth  whose 
sole  ambition  is  to  grasp  and  accumulate  at  any  cost. 
^  xhe  rich  man  should  recogniw  his  manv  obliga- 
tions,  anu,  if  he  wishes  to  please  God,  he  must  not  for- 
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fhe  lit  i^wLTwC  ^^  "^■'^  ^^^•'--We  for 
ottor  powers  at  i^  co^"^"'  '"^  "«l'"'-  »"<!  all  the 
«wt  it  needs  no  lino  TfToTf '  t?",  '"'''  "  ^°  '™1>'--' 
sponsibility  to  God  if  one  "f  .J "'  ^*"  "'  ''"»'"'  ■■'=■ 
i'/e-    The  poor  man  raZ  af     ^  *""''■"'  ''^--'''i"''^  of 
stewardship  in  flnancr  infli  "  *""  '°  "'='»'"■"  «'  his 
».l  "ery  other  qua L^f  ?,:\°"r"'""">''  "'""'^ 
money  is  one's  greatest  ^L       !^''^  '""'  «""1-     If 
o-e's  greatest  op^^Tl'  """,  '""""y  "  "''o 
^ot  use  it  to  oppress  Mivlt*""'  "'"'  ''•'  """"d 
«"  ^onety,  which  will  aU  col  ?';",'  ™P°*'  ''"'•dens 
of  reckonuig.    There  !s  .^n.    ?^'*'"  '»  "",■  fi„a|  day 
'■Aed  than  that  man  „,":, '^'''  "'"^  ^^'y  -i  ■!> 

\th"a^'"''^'«''''"'^«>j^l"m"°""'  "^  ^" 

mouerate  wLT^wi^o  kTeWvt.r'  'Tl"  '"^  "^■' '  '' 
bility  to  God.  Their  daUv  ■  *'"'"'  ">«■•  responsi- 
'«juest  to  the  InElVo^,  C^'Z  ''^™"'<"'  ""' *e 
■ng  of  their  money  Sunnl«  5?"'."'''^  ''"  ""»  J'and- 
*'ons  and  money  kinss  „T°  '  """  '•'"  «"'  oorpora- 
fru.ts  of  such  a  spfnTwonldTh  ""T"'  >'«W«i  the 

known  for  onr  Social  Svs^m  ^ 'fT""*""  ^u^  >-« 
ti'^  eloud  of  private  o^^'  '^i'^^""  as  it  is  under 
would  then  render  to  eveT"  "  ?"  -"""Petition! 
his  labor.  "^-y  man  a  fuller  product  of 

■it  needs  no  arcumpnf  *« 
^reat  n^ajority  of  our    i  h  TelW  '^^  "'^^'^^t  of  the 
t^ons  IS  jbst  the  opposite  tn^   t""^  ''"'*  ^^«h  corpora 
heartless  rich  are  nsW  th'^^  ""^^^  '^  ^"^^^  *«  be  The 
Intel,  their  own;  rAlt\r!i^^"^^  ^'^^  -  abso! 
°^  or  Satan.    A  trJXJ     ^'^  °^^  ^^^  <^  d  for 

'"'  photograph  of  thi.     -,83  re- 
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veals  a  picture  of  indifference,  heartlesgness,  foolish- 
ness,  and  fashionable  robbery. 

I.— THE  INDIFFERENCE  OF  THE  RICH. 

The  spirit  of  indifference  manifested  by  so  many 
of  the  wealthy  toward  the  poor  has  been  breeding 
more  misery  and  hostility  of  feeling  than  one  can  im- 
agme.  No  doubt  there  are  many  humane  hearts 
among  the  wealthy,  but  the  poor  judge  by  actions.  It 
18  sadly  true  that  many  of  the  rich  are  very  careless 
m  paym-  their  bills  to  the  poorer  class,  and  there  is 
an  unwritten  law  that  it  is  au  insult  for  the  poor  to 
ask  for  their  money.  Marion  Ilarlnnd  publishes  a  let- 
ter that  tells  its  own  story  along  this  line.  We  take 
the  privilege  of  reproducing  it  from  the 
American:" 


''North 


,,j.        -.  „  December  14,  1900. 

Deab  Makion  Habij^nd: 

"I  am  going  to  tell  you  one  or  two  true  stories— 
i^K  Z^^'J^'"''^-  I  «^  a  °""e,  and  see  a  great  deal 
of  both  rich  and  poor.  To-day  I  made  a  call  on  a 
young  woman  who  supports  herself  and  an  old  crin- 
P  ed  mother  by  laoe-mending.  She  works  for  several 
of  the  so-called  '400.'  When  I  came  to  see  her,  or, 
rather  her  sick  mother,  there  was  no  fire  in  the  stove 
very  little  food,  and,  of  course,  not  a  cent  in  the  house 

So  nn''""1  Tw^'V^'^l^  """  '^'^  ^^'^  ^'^^'  °"t  ^^^  nearly 
$60.00  and  that  she  hoped  every  moment,  with  hope 

agamst  hope,  she  would  get  her  pay;  that  some  ono  of 

her  rich  customers  would  rem.  mber  her  bill  and  send 

her  a  check.    She  doesn't  dare  ask  for  b^r  pay  or  she 

would  lose  their  custom.  So  she  and  b  r  poor'i^valid 
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mother  have  to  freeze  and  starve  because  million- 
airesses don't  remember  to  pay  a  poor,  hard-working 
woman.    Unfortunately  such  things  happen  every  dav 
m  this  ci  y     Rich  ladies,  who  have  only  to  go  to  their 
writing  desks  and  fill  out  and  sign  a'^ehecl  let  day 
after  day,  week  after  week,  pass,  without  remember- 
of  thprfl,'''^  IT  ""^"^'^  ^^f^ering,  starving  because 
^iJlv  V      if^""''"^'''-    ^^^^  P^^r  invaiid  will  very 
likely    die    because    women,    whose    husbands    and 
fathers  are  worth  millions,  'don't  think'  to  pay  what 
they  owe,  or  are  too  lazy  to  send  the  check. 
wb/f  .^.''V^^^  ^^"""^  lace-mender  personally,  and  that 

eml?H  '^^  '""  ''  *'"'•  ^^*^^  mistress  ;nd  maid 
employ  the  same  workers.  The  maid  pays  her  bills 
promptly.  The  lady  will  not  pay  hers  perhans  in 
several  weeks.  Of  course,  I  helped  the  worn  nTogt 
fuel  and  food,  but  I  fear  it  was  too  late. 
took^L'S  '''U  ^^°f  5?«/°«ther  woman,  a  seamstress, 

Ibout^O  oo'^  '  ^f  ^f  ^  '^'"'""^  ^^  ^^^t-    There  wa 

-llf^w  f       ^?/'^^  prominent  society  ladies. 

in^  \JT,    ^''^"*  *^^  ^^^^t  «f  those  two  women  freez- 

fof  tbtl  r"^!'  ^'''"''  '^'y  ^«°'t  ^^t  the  money 
for  which  they  have  worked  honestly  and  hard     If 

you  could  see  and  hear  only  half  of  what  goes  on  in 
^  s  Ime,  you  would  not  wonder  that  there  is  so  muc^ 
bitter  feelmg  against  the  rich." 

casTs^arTthf  ^"^  judgment  enough  to  admit  that  such 
cases  are  the  exceptions  with  most  of  the  rich  but  it 
requires  extreme  cases  to  fully  illustrate  the  truth     I 

L  Zf  '^*  ?'  '°l^  "^^  ^^^'^  *^^  --t  money  lake 
the  most  advantage  of  the  credit  svstem.   Thev  leave 
their  grocery  bills  and  certain  other  bills  run  thr^e  sTx 
and  twelve  or  more  months  beforo  payment  is  made' 
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Tlie  incidents  given  above  are  not  the  worst  fruits 
of  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  rich;  but  one  result 
more  disastrous  than  all  fie  rest  is  that  it  has  widened 
the  chasm  between  the  rich  and  the  poor.  Under  our 
present  competitive  system,  it  is  necessary  that  sym- 
pathy and  confidence  should  prevail  between  the  rich 
and  the  poor.  These  feelings  are  largely  unknown 
and  everything  has  been  resolved  to  the  cold  ethics 
of  business  and  necessity.  This  charge  we  lay  before 
the  rich;  they  are  more  responsible  than  the  laborers 
for  our  present  strained  relations  between  the  t\^o 
classes. 

II.— HEARTLESSNESS  OF  CORPORATIONS. 


Under  this  head,  we  speak  particularly  of  corpora- 
tions. Their  attitude  has  done  much  to  provoke  the 
workingmen  to  anger  and  rebellion.  During  the  strike 
at  Pullman  some  years  ago,  an  investigation  took 
place,  and  the  Vice-President  of  the  concern  admitted 
that  while  the  receipts  of  the  company  had  been  re- 
duced $52,000,  it  had  at  the  same  time  and  for  the 
same  period  reduced  the  wages  of  its  employees 
$60,000;  yet,  with  all  this  reduction  in  wages,  it  did 
not  cut  down  its  charges  for  house  rent  to  the  em- 
ployees, or  the  salaries  for  the  officials  of  the  com- 
pany, nor  its  dividends  to  the  stockholders.  This  is 
heartlessness  indeed,  when  a  company  with  twenty- 
five  millions  of  undivided  surplus  deliberately  places 
the  entire  burden  of  hard  times  upon  its  dependent 
and  helpless  employees.  This  injustice  is  not  prac- 
ticed by  all  corporations,  but  it  has  prevailed  to  a 
very  large  extent.    Many  pathetic  incidents  have  come 


\  :'^w^^. 
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Irv  nf  ''^  '^''^'  "^  ^^^2,  among  them  is  the 

story  of  a  mmer  who  was  evicted  from  his  home  by  a 
ceitam  coal  company,  because  he  could  not  pay  rent 
durmg  the  strike.  We  give  an  extract  from  the  dalfy 
press  on  the  sad  experience  of  this  miner,  who  gave 
his  sworn  testimony  before  the  Commission  appointed 
by  President  Eoosevelt.  He  was  decrepit  and  marked 
from  many  mjuries  received  while  in  the  servfce  of 

tjZT'';  ^^'  ^^'^  ^^^'^^^^^  *^^t  ^^^^  the  of! 
hZl  hi  r  '''"'*"  ^"'^^  *^^^°^  «"t  of  their  rented 
wafblfnd  "'?  ""^Vf  ""^  ""''  100-year-old  mother 
were  'Hh^^^^  ^?^  '  *"  ^"!^-    ^^''  ^^>'  «°  ^^"^h  thev 

Te  could T?T  ,  ''"'  ''^"^-  ^'  *°^^  *^^^°^  ^«  best 
He  could  to  Hazleton,  seven  miles  awav,  and  placed 

them  in  a  cold,  damp,  empty  house.  This  was  when  the 

a^tmosphere  on  the  Hazleton  mountain  was  quite  cold 

His  wife  became  worse.    Medical  aid  was  kindly  fur 

Srr'mucr   '  "  ''"^^*^"  ''''''  ^"*  ''  "^"p 

"We  were  greatly  worried  because  of  our  havine 
been  turned  out  of  our  house  and  one  night,"  the ^t 
ness  said,  between  sobs,  -she  died."  ^'She  dfedj" 
exclaimed  Judge  Gray,  who  was  pacing  to  and  fro 
across  the  room,  as  he  quickly  turned  when  he  heard 
the  man's  last  words  ''Yes,  sir;  she  died  and  I  S 
her  yes  erday."  The  witness  went  on  to  say  that  he 
did  not  know  whether  the  centenarian  was  aTvet day' 
or  not  She  was  m  a  bad  condition  owing  to  her 
saTdle"'    death    when    I    left    home    last^fghJ^^^ 

Circmnstances  like  the  foregoing  do  much  to  incense 
the  masses  against  the  employer.  The  Coal  Company 
had  an  object  in  yiew  in  evicting  its  tenants.    Tt  was 
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no  doubt  one  more  effort  to  whip  the  men  to  tenns  by 
making  them  suffer  the  full  consequences  of  the  strike, 
but  in  this  case  an  unfortunate  remit  made  the  com- 
pany's action  appear  so  much  the  more  heartless. 
Those  are  only  a  few  isolated  instances ;  if  space  per- 
mitted we  could  give  many  more. 

III.— FOOLISHNESS  OF  THE  RICH. 

"When  we  speak  of  the  foolishness  of  the  rich,  we 
refer  to  the  bold  extravagances  that  have  made  the 
blood  ot  the  poverty-stricken  classes  run  fire.  When 
we  hear  tales  of  more  money  being  spent  by  a  wealthy 
woman  on  a  poodle  dog  than  a  workingman  spends  on 
a  whole  family,  we  are  disgusted;  when  we  hear  of 
thousands  of  dollars  bemg  wasted  to  gratify  the  mor- 
bid appetite  of  a  man  of  wealth,  we  are  shocked;  when 
we  hear  of  wild  frivolity  at  a  reckless  cost,  we  are 
more  than  ever  reminded  of  our  own  hopelessness,  if 
we  ever  fall  into  the  hands  of  such  reckless  rulers. 

Think  of  the  women  who  spend  millions  to  gratify 
their  pride  and  love  of  fashion,  in  the  very  midst  of 
swarming  poverty  and  discontent.  The  artist  who 
wishes  to  draw  a  picture  of  selfishness,  can  find  no 
better  model  than  the  man  or  woman  who  is  making 
a  frantic  effort  to  spend  as  much  money  on  himself  or  j 
herself  as  possible,  while  he  turns  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
cAes  of  the  suffering  world. 

There  is  a  law  of  Scripture,  "Unto  whomsoever 
much  is  given,  of  him  shall  much  be  required."  There 
are  too  many  of  the  wealthy  who  interpret  this  word 
"much"  to  mean  much  extravagance,  fashion,  much 
of  the  overbearing  spirit,  much  tantalizing  of  the 
poor.    Dr.  G.  V.  Reichel  very  forcibly  says:— "The 
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£re^tt  r"'  ""''.  '''  '  '^^'"^  ---pie  of  living 
Dtiore  the  circumscribed  classes  can  be  UDlifted   T 

calamity  of  which  nfL!'        ""^  "^'^  ^°°^«  ««°^e 
prophecy  ^  '"''"  '^^  ^"^  "^^^^  «^  adequate 

IV.~FASHIONABLE  ROBBERY 


U  I 


1- — Usury. 

even  as  high  as  12  cer  rpnf  ^r.       ^^/^^^  of  mterest, 
gxi  aa  1^  per  cent,  or  more  is  sometimes  ex- 
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acted  by  the  lei:  ler,  who  in  one  way  or  another  takes 
this  advantag'^,  just  because  conditions  enable  him  to 
do  so.  As  a  result  many  of  those  farmers  having 
mortgages  against  them  are  unable  to  meet  the  inter- 
est, and  their  hard-earned  savings  of  years  are  merci- 
lessly swallowed  by  the  mortgage.  If  the  fanner  is 
able  to  pay  the  interest,  it  only  means  that  he  must 
keep  himself  on  the  "grindstone,"  so  as  to  be  able  to 
meet  it  again  when  it  is  due. 

Why  is  it  legal  to  charge  10  per  cent,  interest!  The 
answer  to  this  question  reveals  the  close  relation  be- 
tween the  law-making  body  and  the  men  of  money. 
One  of  the  reasons  that  the  Russians  hated  the  Jews 
was  because  the  Jews  in  some  localities  were  the  land- 
lords and  charged  large  rents,  enough  to  make  10  per 
cent,  or  20  per  cent,  on  the  investment.  The  fire  of 
anger  among  the  poor  renters  blazed  into  a  fury  until 
it  was  uncontrollable  in  the  spirit  of  the  mob,  and  the 
fearful  results  of  massacre  followed. 


i  ■ 

I." 


2. — Concerning  the  Market. 

It  is  not  right  to  hold  prejudice  against  the  rich 
people  as  a  class,  just  because  a  few  of  their  number 
riesort  to  low  methods  to  gather  wealth.  The  common 
people  have  murmured  their  complaints  against  the 
air,  because  vhe  man  who  corners  the  market  is  deaf 
to  the  suffering  cries  he  may  cause. 

The  man  who  wishes  to  "comer"  a  commodity,  se- 
lects something  that  people  must  or  will  have;  the 
reason  for  this  is  apparent.  Wheat  is  often  chosen, 
and  sometimes  com  or  oats,  or  perchance  some  other 
necessity.     Then   the  people  consciously   or  uncon- 
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sciously  pay  an  extra  price  in  order  to  get  the  "cor- 
nered" goods.     This  is  robbery,  and  he  who  is  able 
to  succeed  at  it  is  called  -  smart,"  and  his  friends 
complnnent  him  on  his  good  fortune.    These  are  only 
a  iew  snap-shot  pictures  of  the  fashionable  robbery 
that  IS  bemg  committed  constantly,  and  which  is  ever- 
causing  restlessness  and  discontent  among  the  work- 
mg  classes.    We  cannot  censure  the  toiling  slavos  for 
makmg  then-  protest  strong  and  clear.     We  iin.ik  it 
only  natural  to  hear  their  clamor  for  ecp.ity,  Ind'he 
Ear  that  is  ever  sensitive  has  heard  their  cry  and  the 
redemption  that  has  been  long  coming,  is' aVre'dy  in 

tJJ'tT^'  '^'''^*''  ^°  ^'^^^^°^'  ^^d  Unfair  Legisla- 
t;;^';  fobb;;;^^  ''''  -  --  ^^  ^he  fas^o^able 
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The  Gardener  at  Work. — According  to  the  remarks  of  a  very  rich 
man's  son,  it  is  proper  to  clip  999  buds  (small  dealers)  in  order  to  develop 
the  one  flower  called  the  "American  Beauty  Rose"  (Monopoly). 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 


(Continued  ) 


C. 

ARISING  FROM  GRAFTING  AND  UNFAIR 
LEGISLATION. 


.1 


I.— GRAFT. 

Another  fruitful  source  of  discontent  among  work- 
ingmen  is  the  partiality  of  law-makers  and  the  prac- 
tice of  Grafting  that  i>  sapi)ing  the  life  blood  from  the 
body  of  our  nation.  As  the  secular  press  becomes 
more  fearless  in  exposing  the  crimes  of  public  men, 
the  peop^'  ^re  i^jarning  more  accurately  the  facts  con- 
cerning f  lying  and  stealing  in  places  of  public  trust, 
and  they  are  being  convinced  that  these  dangers 
threaten  the  life  of  our  country.  The  hideous  Graft 
Octopus  stretches  its  threatening  arms  in  all  direc- 
tions, and  who  will  say  that  the  illustration  on  an  ac- 
companyin  page  exaggerates  the  condition.  Take 
a  glimpse  of  our  nation  in  1905,  as  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  .>eopl3  through  the  public  press  of 
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Philadelphia.  Now  York,  Chicago,  and  other  great 
ceutres  of  population.  Infommtion  came  from  Cali- 
fornia that  one  of  its  state  senators  was  serving  a  five 
yoars  sentence  in  penitentiary,  and  that  one  of  the 
tax  collectors  stole  a  quarter  of  a  million,  and  was 
also  serving  a  sentence.  From  the  other  two  Pacific 
8^;!  t«L  ?  ^''^""  "°^  Washington,  comes  the 
sold  tl  1  1  T'  ^rf  ""'^^  °^'"  •"  P"^li«  «ffi^'«.  ^^o 
itl^Jiu't'^^^'lr'  «  "^''^  «^  P'^ttage.  From  the 
states  of  the  Middle  West,  especially  Missouri  and  Illi- 

Omftinr  '''°'*'  ^^'^  "''''  ""^  abundant  and  outrageous 
Men  who  have  been  honored  with  public  positions 
by  the  vote  of  the  people  have  trampled  under  foot 
heir  sacred  trusts,  and  with  seared  consciences,  and 
in  violation  of  every  principle  of  justice  and  right 
have  used  that  trust  to  enrich  themselves  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  communities  they  had  sworn  to  serve 

o"     .rZ"    T""  *'^  ^^^^^"^  ^'^^  -"*^«-  P-tH 
our  great  nation  come  the  same  distressing  tales 

Texas  IS  awakenmg  to  the  real  situation  of  a.Tairs  be-' 

hmd  the  screens  and  Ohio  is  afflicted  with  a  company 

of  smaller  Grafters  that  infest  man,   of  its  larger 

tt'nn^"''Ir^^"  ''''  «^  *^^  «^^<'°1  teach  rs*: 
nLTI  T  *^'  '"^•'''*  "^  ^^^^t,  and  the  state  of 
New  York  has  an  equally  unenviable  record  in  this 
distressingly  dishonorable  business. 

It  would  require  a  volume  to  relate  the  facts  on 
this  subject  even  in  our  ^^  country.  It  is  so  serious 
a  case  that  the  people  are  aroused  and  our  Chfef  Ex 
.cutive  IS  determined  to  mete  out  punishment  to  the" 
offenders  In  the  year  1905  it  was  seen  in  many  of 
the  Cicientific  Bureaus;  in  the  Statistical  Bureaus  of 
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the  Department  of  Agriculture;  in  the  (iovtiumeul 
Printing  Office,  and  in  other  depurtments  of  our  na- 
tional servii'o,  tbnt  certain  of  the  lumling  employoos 
placed  their  private  interests  ahead  of  t.ic  (lovi-rn- 
ment,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  President  dc-larcil 
that  laws  must  he  formed  oi  enacted  to  hring  speedy 
punishment  to  those  who  betrayed  their  public  trust. 
He  expresses  himself  on  this  wise:—" Crime  in  the 
government  service  is  he  most  detestable  that  th'- 
courts  have  to  deal  with.  It  is  betrayal  of  coufiden< 
in  its  worst  form  and  abandonment  of  every  piinciplo 
of  patriotisr^    nd  good  citizenship." 

Happy  the  nation  which  has  as  its  chief  ruler  a  man 
who  is  not  afraid  of  men  or  devils,  and  who  has  the 
courage  of  his  convictions.  President  Roosevelt  in  his 
general  attitude  became  one  of  the  greatest  political 
heroes  that  ever  graced  the  Presidential  Chair,  and  we 
rejoice  that  millions  have  held  this  opinion.  Notwith- 
standing what  he  accomplished  to  arou-^e  public  senti- 
ment against  public  crimes,  and  in  elevating  the  public 
service  to  a  plane  of  honest  effici  riy,  such  as  it 
never  occupied  before;  yet  the  »oriug  masses 
have  not  been  quieted  in  their  suspicions.  The 
awakened  public  well  knew  IKat  the  reform  efforts 
of  1905  were  a  repetifoi.  of  tbt  old  saying,  "Lock  the 
door  after  the  horse  is  ttolen."  This  is  surely  wiser 
than  carelessly  to  continue  leaving  the  door  unlocked; 
but  the  suspicion  in  the  hearts  of  the  masses  is  that 
there  are  many  doors  yet  open  that  ought  to  be  closed. 
As  the  laboring  men  continue  reading  of  the  dishonest 
thousands  who  are  living  without  work  upon  the  pro- 
ceeds of  their  pilfering,  they  will  become  more  and 
more  settled  in  their  conviction  that  our  social  system 
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IS  radically  wrong,  and  tliat  the  army  of  workers  will 
never  get  justice  until  a  new  economic  system  pre- 
vails. In  tills  feverish  discontent  the  millions  of 
workers  are  trying  to  feel  their  way  toward  better 
conditions  and  as  soon  as  they  can  see  a  reasonable 
method  of  relief,  the  masses  will  move  in  that  direc- 
tion. The  only  reason  the  great  mass  of  people  suffer 
60  long  the  evils  they  have  endured,  is  because  of  their 
helplessness  and  ignorance  of  any  open  door  of  escape. 

II.— UNFAIR  LEGISLATION. 

Another  pot-nt  cause  of  discontent  is  unfair  and 
unequal  legislation,  or  a  discrknination  between  the 
rich  and  poor  under  the  law.  This  is  nothing  new 
for  It  has  been  the  curse  of  the  ages,  that,  with  few 
exceptions,  the  poor  man  always  gets  the  hardest 
blow.  As  we  look  back  to  the  middle  ages  and  studv 
Its  history,  we  find  that  the  statutes  of  that  period 
did  not  very  much  take  mto  account  the  workingman 
The  laws  were  framed  according  to  the  wishes  of  the 

ord°1f''«r   ^°^\r?^^J3^   speaking,    the    feudal 
ords.    If  at  any  particular  place  a  few  workingmen 
tried  to  combme  for  mutual  benefit,  it  was  not  long 
before  a  law  was  fjassed  to  prohibit  such  privileges 
We  are  told  by  reliable  writers  that  one  of  the  great 
curses  m  England  upon  labor,  existed  in  the  laws 
regarding  Apprentices.   The  employer  and  the  public 
officers  could  legally  work  together,   and  they  had 
power  to  fix  the  price  of  wages  and  to  regulate  the 
work  and  the  workers.    The  masters  in  their  he.rt 
^ssness  played  the  part  of  tyranny  over  the  laborers 
more  shamefully  than  was  witnessed  in  the  days  of 
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American  slavery.  They  could  compel  a  person  to 
start  work  as  early  as  live  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
to  continue  In:;  labors  until  7.30  o'clock  in  the  evening 
and  even  later.  These  repulsive  conditions  continued, 
with  varying  intensity,  to  darken  the  social  skies  of 
England  for  six  hundred  years,  and  not  until  recently 
were  these  laws  completely  repealed.  It  is  true  that 
during  the  past  one  hundred  years  things  have 
changed  very  much,  but  the  real  evil  of  discrimination 
has  not  yet  ceased. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  see  why  a  man  of  wealth  is  usu- 
ally treated  with  more  leniency  than  a  man  of  no 
wealth.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  we  have  considered 
the  subject  of  Graft  in  this  same  chapter.  It  is  com- 
monly known  that  some  men  can  be  bought  for  a  very 
low  sum,  and  therefore,  at  certain  times,  the  man  of 
wealth  can  influence  legislation  in  his  favor.  The 
common  people  would  not  feel  the  injustice  so 
strongly,  if  the  burden  of  this  crime  did  not  fall  upon 
their  shoulders. 

The  spirit  of  partiality  in  law  that  had  cursed  Eng- 
land so  long,  came  over  to  America  in  the  Mayflower. 
You  need  but  read  the  simple  laws  that  governed  the 
early  Colonists  to  see  the  tendency  toward  employers. 
The  workingman's  voice  had  but  feoble  influence,  and 
this  same  spirit  continued  to  darken  the  centuries  of 
American  life  ever  since. 

In  the  running  history  of  our  great  country,  we 
have  seen  that  the  Capitalists  and  the  great  corpora- 
tions have  generally  been  able  to  secure  legislation 
in  their  favor.  What  the  laboring  man  received  have 
been  the  few  and  far  beiueeu  moubuies.  Civil  govern- 
ment should  have  no  resper-t  to  persons.    Class  legis- 
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lation  is  a  black  crime  which  must  be  accounted  for  in 
the  great  days  of  reckoning  at  the  hands  of  both  hu- 
man and  divine  government.    And  when  we  speak 
about  partiality,  we  refer  to  the  administration  of  the 
law  as  well  as  the  making  of  it,  for  there  is  so  much 
partiality  shown  m  the  execution  of  the  law     The 
drunken  member  of  a  club  house  is  sent  home  m  a  cab 
and  the  drunken  poor  man  is  hurried  off  to  the  jail' 
Gambling  m   high  places   is  frequently  overlooked,' 
while  the  -crap"  players  are  brought  to  justice.    Is 
It  strange  that  the  workingman  should  feel  that  in- 
justice has  been  done  to  him  when  such  partiality  is 
admmistered  by  the  courts,  a  sample  of  which  we 
quote  from  the  "Seattle  Daily  Times." 

"Two    weeks    ago    Tony    Jurewich,    virtually    a 
vagrant   without  friends  or  influence,  was  sentenced 
to  fourteen  years  in  the  state  penitentiary  for  steal- 
ing an  old  overcoat  from  a  room  in  the  Haddon  Flats 
the  door  of  which  he  found  open.  ' ' 

"To-day  Clyde  Clancy,  an  adept  in  a  profitable  pro- 
fession, with  good  family  connections  and  friends  hav- 
mg  political  mfluence,  was  sentenced  to  thirty  davs  in 
the  county  jail.  His  confessed  crimes,  covering  a 
period  of  two  years,  include  the  robbery  of  scores  of 
rooms,  m  as  many  hotels  in  Seattle  and  Tacoma,  of 
doulTf  portables  valued  at  hundreds  of 

"The   cases   of  both  criminals   were  handled   by 
Prosecuting  Attorney  Mackintosh  and  both  were  sen 
tenced  by  Superior  Judge  Griffin." 

We  also  quote  some  instances  from  the  "Appeal  to 
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HOW  THE  RICH  EVADE  THE  LAW. 

"The  sons  of  rich  men  who  spend  their  time  gam- 
bling and  consorting  with  harlots,  having  had  their 
gambling  dens  in  Chicago  temporarily  closed,  char- 
tered a  ship  and  went  out  on  the  lake  where  the  racing 
reports  were  wirelessly  sent  them  and  there  gambled. 
This  is  known  to  all  the  people;  the  papers  prate  of 
it;  the  gamblers  and  the  disreputables  gloat  over  it — 
and  what  is  done  about  it?  Nothing.  They  are  rich 
and  the  rich  cannot  be  punished  for  crime.  The  offi- 
cers say  there  is  no  law  to  punish  them!  But  how 
quickly  would  a  law  be  found  to  punish  them  if  they 
were  poor !  If  there  were  no  law  they  would  be  pun- 
ished without  law." 

"Indictments  have  been  returned  by  the  federal 
grand  jury  against  the  teamsters  in  Chicago  on 
charges  of  violating  'police  morals'  and  'trade 
morals.'  When  labor  undertakes  to  get  better  condi- 
tions for  itself  *  it  is  a  conspiracy.'  When  a  man  like 
Bigelow  filches  a  couple  millions,  it  is  a  'breach  of 
trust.'  Broken  heads  and  jail  sentences  for  the  work- 
ing class,  and  banquets  and  trips  to  Europe  for  the 
bankers  who  swindle  confiding  depositors." 

It  is  very  difficult  for  the  laboring  man  to  get  laws 
passed  in  his  favor.  Recently  the  Legislature  of  Colo- 
rado refused  to  enact  an  eight-hour-day  law  after  the 
people  had  sanctioned  and  demanded  it  by  ballot.  This 
was  the  voice  of  the  working  masses  and  it  was  not 
heeded  by  the  lawmaking  body.  When  corporations 
can  so  influence  a  State  Legislature,  is  it  not  true  that 
public  government  is  at  an  end,  and  revolution  is  at 
hand?    Nothing  is  so  much  the  cause  of  the  present 
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ZTanu^'in'"?  ''r  ^'"''^^  ^'''''^'''  '''  ^--  --  this 
partialitj  in  its  admuiistration. 

"Government  should  also  protect  the  poor  man's 
property  against  the  rich  man's  frand,  as  well  aTthe 
noh  man's  property  against  the  poor  man^  teaiil/ 
ilere  are  selfish  and  lawless  men  in  each  das,  that 
rAfy^T  rS'^^'l'^^^as  Without  an  etuL'lenl 
rich  h-.n)..;      1       .    ,  ^  }^^''^  '^  ^°y  difference,  the 
mittPrl  fn  r  r^  •'*'^^'  ^^"  ^^S««  «^  ^'^e  poor  iom- 
Th  ef  wl?l':rT«^'/^  ^,  "°-^  -^"«  than  the  sneSc 
s  lain.  If..    'Z"''^""''  "^'^^-^^^t,  yet  the  last 
Ifezz    mentl^  '  I'  embezzlement,  and  if  the 

emoezzlcment  is  managed  with  considerable  skill   fbp 

Un";::'sSd'te  d°  "  ""^  ""'''''■  «»*  ^  0'' 

unct  on  sJ  ould  be  done  away  with  and  all  the  thieves 
^vhether  rich  or  poor  be  upon  an  equality.'' 

Another  source  of  uneasiness  is  the  manner  in  which 
honest  people  are  fleeced  out  of  their  money  bv  mTs 

ZuTTr  '°'  '.^'/^""^^  agreement'among^- 
S  KTi,       °S'^-    ^^"  ^^^^t  revelation  along  this 
hue  byThomasW.Lawsonin-Everybody's  Ma-^a!  oe'' 
will  not  be  forgotten  by  the  American  peoplf  for  a 
Jong  inne  to  come.    Let  us  quote  one  of  his  general 
comments  on  the  Wall  Street  Speculations:-!  ^        ^^ 
The  truth   IS   that  in   high   finance  all   civilized 
amenities  have  long  b3en  suspended.    The  black  fla^ 
IS  to-day  the  Wall  Street  standard.     Thuggerv  and 
a  sassmation  are  so  much  the  rule  that  nowadays  all 
parties     o   a  business  transaction  wear  armor  and 
carry  stilettos.   Property  rights  are  vested  in  Power 
the  sole  license  to  have,  is  strength  to  hold;  to  civet 
another  man's  railway  or  factory  is,  if  you  b'  the 
stronger,  full  warrant  and  charter  to'  its  possession 
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In  the  pursuit  of  'made  dollars'  ^reed  and  cunning 
lead  the  pack;  kindliness,  fair  dealing,  and  truth  have 
lost  the  scent.  To-day  the  penal  code  is  Wall  Street's 
bible;  its  priest,  the  corporation  lawyer;  conscience  is 
a  fear  of  legal  consequences;  the  sole  crime,  being 
caught;  talent  and  character  are  best  proved  by  a 
large  bank  accoimt;  to  err  is  to  fail;  continued  suc- 
cess in  speculation  and  a  few  years'  immunity  from 
retributive  justice  constitute  a  reputation  for  virtue 
and  stability  that  finds  its  highest  justification  as  a 
handy  asset  behind  a  bond  issue. 

"It  is  the  deplorable  fact  that  in  carrying  through 
the  great  deals  that  have  marked  the  last  few  years, 
it  has  become  a  habit  for  men  to  lie,  cheat,  l)ribo,  and 
commit  perjury,  and  there  is  no  more  condemnation 
of  such  practices  among  those  who  are  to-day  the  rep- 
resentatives of  finance  in  America  than  there  was  in 
earlier  times  for  the  close-fisted  driver  of  a  hard  but 
honest  bargain." 

Should  anyone  consider  that  this  "word  picture" 
of  Wall  Street  is  overdrawn,  he  has  the  privilege  of 
investigating  for  himself,  providing  he  has  the  nec- 
essary time  and  ability  to  do  so.  We  feel  safe  in 
saying  that  any  competent  investigator  will  have  his 
eyes  more  than  opened  after  he  has  thoroughly  com- 
pleted his  work  as  a  detective.  It  required  such  a 
man  like  Lawson,  who  lived  on  both  sides  of  the  Wall 
Street  fence,  to  give  a  full  word  picture  of  the  black 
crimes  committed  in  the  dark  in  the  name  of  decency, 
and  even  Christianity.  These  stealthy  criminals  es- 
cape the  penalty  of  the  law  by  secrecy,  bluff,  arro- 
gance and  bribery.  The  middle  class  and  lower  class 
of  people  are  fleeced  out  of  their  money  by  all  kinds 
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wan   btreet   machinery  is   really  necessarv   fn   Ihl 
successful  maintenance  of  our  go/erTent    ' 
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CHAPTER  IX. 
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DiSCSNTENT 


^HTIHUIO 


D. 


ARISING  FROM  THE  EVILS  OF  COMPETITION. 

One  more  cause  of  discontent  among  laborers  is 
competition.  We  have  been  born  and  bred  under  the 
reign  of  our  present  industrial  order,  and  it  has  been 
natuictl  for  us  to  believe  that  the  things  that  are,  are 
the  things  that  ought  to  be;  and  he  who  doubts  this 
is  regarded  by  many  as  a  pessimist,  or  as  an  imprac- 
tical, dreamy  reformer. 

I.— ORIGIN  OF  COMPETITION". 

Before  competition  became  the  ruling  power  of  busi- 
ness,  prices  were  regulated  by  custom  or  Lv  undtr 
what  is  commonly  known  as  the  "Guild  S^  item.** 
With  the  advent  of  machinery  and  the  factory,  new 
conditions  arose  which  compelled  the  factory  to  under- 
sell, so  as  to  dispose  of  its  larger  output.  This  was 
the  opening  wedge  of  the  competitive  system,  and  it 
gave  a  new  hum  and  bustle  to  business,  and  society 
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bo  duly  nrotcrtcd  hv  fr  "^'^  "'"'  ""P'o^-^l  '^»»W 

/"'■'A  whid,  moans  "m  n L  -  .  "'"  '^"'"''""'  '"«"•=' 
itself     Tl,o  Sea  was  , ,?    r     "'?  '""''^  ''^'^^  "^ 

Smith  avffuod  Ttlen^f  r  .""""' '"'"P"""'"'-  Mr. 
borers  wo°uld  prevent  wto/"""''''""™  '""''°S  "" 
also  competition  amon?!!r  f  ""  ^"'"^  '"»  ^'e^'  ""d 
from  goin°   ooir  ^^  employers  would  keep  wages 

constant  andlustio^ir'  ^''"^''  '^''"'  ''""''J  •>«  « 
"0  space  to  ,h  s  sinT  ;"r"  P"^''''™''.     We  have 

of  Adam  Smm  -s  bo^k  A™"  '"  ^'?  "  ^"'^'^  "«" 
can  read  it     1 1  ,„,„^         "^"^  ''°''  ^h"  '^  interested 

proWoufi;'menS  ufCdt'th?:ew^ '""f '■'■'' 
petition.  "»uerea  in  tiie  new  era  of  com- 


II. 


-CLAIMS  FOR  COMPETITION. 


Adam  Smith  claimed  fJnf  f^««  ..  .  ' 

increase  the  produSLn  ^f^^aUh^lf '"  T^^ 
along  this  line  has  been  fumiloT  nil '  .w  P^^P^^^y 
come  to  one  eiass  ^nclV^^'^t  ::l^^^^^^^  ^^ 

claimed  that  competition  would  be  the  ;,  Jl  /  '° 
vention.    This  clPi'm  lino  „7     I  ®  mother  of  in- 

perhaps,  there  h  st»L  "eatr  b,""''-  "f^^'-  ""^ 
petition  than  the  stimuli:  Itl^ ^t^-f  '/-J- 
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effort.  There  should  be  no  system  of  ecoiiomies  that 
would  put  brakes  on  the  wheels  of  human  i>rogiesi; 
and  no  matter  what  kind  of  economiu  aJuiinlslration 
may  exist,  there  should  always  be  an  incenuvu  to 
study,  mvent,  and  discover,  so  that  the  human  family 
will  reach  the  most  glorious  goal  possible  in  every 
realm  of  thought  and  endeavor.  It  was  also  claimed 
that  competition  would  protect  and  elevate  the  la- 
borer. This  prophecy  has  not  been  fulfilled.  This 
leads  us  to  a  necessarily  brief  consideration  of 

III.— EVIL  EFFECTS  OF  COMPETITION. 

1. — Ix  Made  Possible  the  So-Called  AVhite  Slavery. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  cruel  phases  of  compe'.ition. 
The  employers,  wherever  they  saw  an  opportunity  of 
using  children,  put  them  into  the  factory  in  order  to 
save  in  the  cost  of  production.  The  laws  of  health 
were  little  taken  into  consideration.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  cruel  system  of  competition,  certain  children 
were  required  to  work  twelve  hours  per  day,  and  as 
they  went  to  their  beds,  another  lot  went  to  the  fac- 
tory, and  the  greed  of  the  operators  was  only  satisfied 
when  the  factory  wheels  were  humming  day  and  night. 
The  beds  of  the  children  never  became  cold.  "One 
batch  of  children  rested  while  another  went  to  the 
looms,  only  half  the  requisite  number  of  beds  being 
provided  for  all.  Epidemic  fevers  were  rife  in  con- 
sequence. Medical  inspectors  reported  the  rapid  spread 
of  malformation  of  the  bones,  curvature  of  the  spine, 
heart  disease,  rupture,  stunted  growth,  asthma  and 
premature  old  age  among  children  and  young  per- 
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straint."  witliout  any  kind  of  re- 

PoSntero  pu°,l,fe'™£:' ''■''  ^''^  «'«m  of  oo.. 
better  condition,  ZnTTlT  T,""""^-  ^hen 
Pl-yers  became  mor«w'„  T  !  "'"  '"<""'»''  "'e  em- 
t..e  general  e";  "f  ,hc^°:  t"!'  "'"'  ,'*'"''•  •""  because 
We  have  had  in  ^L"^'      •'"""""'ed  reform. 

-ndition.  Of  ;1,i"e  ZoZ" :ZZ7r ,'''^""-^'"' 
that  competition  left  to  ?t;»^?  "/  """  ''""  P™>-«<1 
aonllcss  and  barbarou'°r  f  %7lmV  '""'"'• 
say  concerning  the  slavish  effeeu  of  L  ™.r"  '° 
another  part  of  this  book  competition  in 

2.-CoMP„ix,o»  H«  s,.i.  I,s  T.«s  o.  Thousx^s 

thesis  Itlrbrotlfnt"  '.T"  •'^«»  ""=»  "^ 
through  overwork!  burbosts  o?".     ff  ''"<'^''  ^^'^' 
to  an     itimely  e;d  by  the  L„t     i'  '""■''"»  """o 
should  have  been  afforded  J        °'  P™'"-^"""  that 
true  .hat  many  labor "r^^se  their?  "°f^"™•    "  " 
own  carelessness,  but  the  mor»         n   '.'"''"'«''  «beir 
that  thousands  go  do\™  .^rv  v        ■'*  ^^'='  '■'"»«'"» 
empIoyiuR  class  give  t^  liltlTar''.--"'"  '"""'"^^  "'e 
and  welfare  of  ?heir  iXjs  ^ThT,  '"  '"^  ^"'""^ 
such  causes   as   unnrote/t»7        ..■         ''"""^  '^''om 
work-shops  and  otter  foil  T'^'T^''   "n^anitary 
difference  on  the  part  of  ^„        carelessness  and  in- 
a  true  economic  sy"l, he™      '''ST«  ''^^'-  ^nder 
effort  made  ,o  pi^t?  the  woZ^^^d  ^ '  ","°»'' 
surroundings  sanitary,  pleasa^nf  and""saf:  Tk^^ 


!i 


|L..__^1 


THE  CAUSE  or  LABOB's  DI8C0KTENT.  113 

would  be  to  get  the  product  of  his  labor.  There  would 
be  no  mo  ive  to  have  it  otherwise,  and  if  any  sZid 
appear  the  workers  themselves  could  I'ly^orr^j 
the  evil,  because  thev  wnnlrl  in  „  i„>  ^uan;-  torrecc 
the  industry  ^  ^""'^^  measure  control 

3.-C0MPETITION    IS   iNDirFERENT   TO    THE    WeLFABE    OF 

THE  Weak. 

Bn„n  ,t  •   ,  "^  "■""  '"  ™<"  "■«  condirion,  imposed 
SIhU  book  """""'  "■"■  ''  '""'"d  ''^''^tore 

4.-C0MPEI,I,0H  PE0DUCE8  AN  EviL  Ef„  .T  UpOH  TH. 

Employer. 

penor  faculties  and  destined  to  JiZoZt^^tZ' 
This  continual  forgetting  hardens  the  soul  of  thl  !1 
ployer,  and  robs  him  largely  of  human  ,»tHeTs' 

employees  altogether  too  often.  ^        ^""^ 
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6. — Competition  Compels  a  Laboiieb  to  Bid  Against 

AxoTiltn    FOR    WoitK. 

This  is  the  most  pitiful  struggle  of  ail  tho  oonfliets 
in  the  wo.  d;  to  find  ono  class  of  helpless  men  un«ier- 
bidding  another  eluss  in  order  to  get  bread  to  eat. 
These  pictures  are  not  so  plentiful  in  times  of  so- 
called  prosperity,  but  in  times  of  panic  it  is  terrible 
and  heart-rending  This  cruel  state  of  alTairs  must 
come  to  an  end,  and  the  worker  must  be  the  prime 
mover  in  order  to  reach  the  desired  end. 

6.— Competition  Has  Eniuciied  the  Employing  Class 
AND  Deohaded  tue  Labobino  Class. 

This  phase  of  the  question  is  considered  in  another 
part  of  the  book. 

7. — Competition    Compels   an   Enormous   Waste   of 
Capital  asd  Energy. 

This  is  one  more  of  the  "  asiness  considerations  of 
this  question.  It  is  costing  the  general  public  much 
more  to  maintain  the  different  competitive  systems 
than  it  would  under  co-operative  ownership  and  man- 
agement, where  public  good  instead  of  private  gain  is 
the  controlling  spirit.  For  example,  here  is  a  city, 
and  its  gas  company  has  just  been  in  business  long 
enough  to  get  "on  its  feet."  About  that  time  another 
gas  company  commences  operation,  and  the  street*} 
cf  the  city  are  dug  up  again  to  lay  pipes  along  the 
same  streets  where  the  other  company  had  already 
laid  pipes.  This  new  company  offers  special  induce- 
ments, and  the  people  are  rejoicing  over  the  fact  that 
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cover  aiuie  others     Z  "'''"?"!,  """'  ''"  ^"™  '» 
how  much  beuoru  woSld'^b':'^;  ,1°  ""'  ^'"P  '»  "'-■' 
,  owned  its  own  gas  nirt,„r        ^/"^  »■■  ■>°'''"«h 
!  fit  of  everybody     TWstt,  A  P"'''°r  "  ^""^  ">«  ''<"«'■ 
tically  proved  that  thVL    f '*""•.  ^'  ''^^  '«'»  P'-''c- 
oheapergas  than  cant  r"'/!'  '"'"''  ^""''"^  ""d 
live  sy3t?m.    It  is  a  ™,f"T'""^  I""*"  ^"^  <=<""?<>';- 
mnst  pay^or  evervthW  ^  '■'"'"'"''^'"^  '■>"'  P^l" 
nnder  eompetiJoT    rfr       ,"  ""'='""'^'5'  duplicated 

this  subject'  read'hapt/r  JmSV^r'"''""'  "' 
Social  Reform."  entitled  "Blessings  Under 

anrf:r'tan;yarlwL''''t^  '"^'^  "'^^  "P^-^- 
serving  this  pecnikr  ,v!f      1  ""™  """^y"?  ""d  ob- 

they  hfve  herhL":?  rever;Ta':d".rt  ""'' ''''"» 
tion  is  the  life  of  trade  "  t^pv  .,,  '  <""»Peti- 
more  convinced  that  co™;;,.,-^'"'!  ''^'"^  •"»«  and 

try,  and  alsoZ  r  o™  S  Irsoo'  "''"'  ""  '■""'^• 
system  can  be  shown  tn  b!         .•    f "™  ^^  *»»«  •'Mter 

tmtil  the  emt  Xl^w  uTw^rl'L""'  t",'  "^  '""^^ 
present  discontent  and  tnrmoiirthel  tirh/'T  "■! 
m  a  period  of  human  blessing  l,»r!Lp  ",  "^^"^'^ 

Competition  was   and  stnM=     I    /'  -nknown. 
to  teach  the  oeZt  fh.  '  f  '""''^  whoolmaster 

These  thing:  Z!t^izi:  :L!:i:^,T^fT- 

enment:  but  aff^r  fV.«  a-    •  i-  ^^^  ^""  enlight- 


The  Idoi,  of   MoN-oi'oi  y TIip  i 

themselves  an  idol  called   Mononnv   ""t    7'   '        '""'■ric-.-.    have    made   „,i,o 
worship.     Oh  workers-     ThlrirniVy^u'i'od.''''''-^'  ^"'  """'  ^""  -''"-  -d 
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ftg^''  ■:•■"' 

y":l«^:*M 

m-     '  ,;.^-.r' 

■     ■  -'^^is' 

CHAPTEB  X. 


'COHt 


E. 


C0NCLUOK.0 


ARISING  FROM  TRUSTS  AND  MONOPOLIES. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  line  of  human  events  that 
has  sharpened  the  struggle  between  Capital  and  Labor 
more  than  the  rise  of  Trusts  and  Mo^^opoMes  in  our 
country  for  the  purpose  of  gratifymg  individual 
greed-  This  new  and  ominous  cloud  has  terribly 
threatened  our  entire  industrial,  social  and  political 
life.  A  combination  of  business  interests  ought  to 
be  a  blessing  to  humanity,  and  would  be  so,  if  the  pro- 
moters kept  in  view  the  welfare  of  the  masses;  but 
tinder  a  system  of  private  gain  or  self-appropriation 
at  any  cost,  it  proves  to  be  a  curse. 
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pie  the  possJblo  b IcssTnt  r,      *^  f ,  '""S'"  ">"  P™" 

Pio,  owned  and  »„, '  itl  /h"  '"?""''.  "'""''<■■•  "^  P«o- 
ernmcnt  o™er.sh,V  ^  f  ,^^''  '"""f  "<'^-    U»<ler  gov- 

mon  level,  neiCr  on.  b  "  °'"'>'  °»  o-"  ™m- 

Ws  life  to'  en  rthe  "other*  ^""""5  '"  ^""^  »"' 
vantages  resulting  from  the  f„  f"""""'  "  '•'"  "d- 
Monopolies.  ""^  formation  of  Trusts  and 

raw  r^;:-:rr::l:T''''  '"'  — ^-turing  the 
-ess-  e.?eX?-- -  ^ Z:f  ^^  ^"^  -h 
sylm^afenrdtlotr'  ""  ""^  «•«-«%  and 
vantages.  "'^'"■'  '''•"^"■"^  "-  "'"-d  to  greater  ad- 

into  thrpreo^rLSS  oft/"""  ""-'''^  "- 
the  people  do  not  geTZ  !?.«  h"  ™"'"'»"-'ts,  and 

avoided.  It  is  due  to  tUs  flf  M  r"  """-  "«»  he 
has  been  keenly  arouted  Ld  M,  'j;*'''"  ^^'"™»' 
clear  thron/  the  gr'eat  aid  "ri"  "''"  "'"  '"»'' 
Monopoly  as  he  is  greedilv  ,ml  *°'"    ™™-'ter 

ing  the  whole  comitry!      '^         fapaeiously  swallow- 
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We  have  seven  charges  against  Monopoly  as  now 
)perated  for  private  gain. 

—It  Forces  the  Small  Competitors  to  Surrender 
TO  Its  Terms  or  Die. 

From  no  prison  pen  could  there  arise  a  more  bitter 
ry  than  has  come  up  from  the  thousands  of  small 
ealers  who  have  been  crushed  by  the  merciless  com- 
etition  caused  by  Monopoly.  This  process  has  been 
called  cut-throat  competition,  and  it  reveals  a  fiendish 
state  of  affairs.  The  American  Ice  Company,  accord- 
ing to  ** Collier,"  "sold  its  ice  in  most  localities  for 
thirty  cents  a  hundred,  and  in  another  locality  whero 
competition  existed,  it  reduced  the  price  to  ten  cents 
a  hundred  so  as  to  crush  out  its  competitors."  This 
kind  of  cruel  slaughtering  has  been  practiced  on  the 
weaker  through  all  the  reigns  of  Monopoly.  The 
Standard  Oil  Company  has  ruthlessly  walked  over 
the  small  dealers  who  happened  to  be  in  its  way;  re- 
cently it  threatened  the  army  of  producers  in  the 
Kansas  oil  helds,  just  because  they  could  not  at  first 
be  whipped  into  abject  surrender.  Others  have  given 
almost  numberless  instances  of  cut-throat  competition 
as  practiced  by  the  powerful  Standard  Oil,  and  by  the 
hosts  of  other  Trusts  and  Monopolies  that  are  making 
the  very  heavens  black  with  the  ominous  approach. 
The  ruling  spirit  of  Monopoly  is  purely  mercenary, 
and  it  seems  to  have  no  more  pity  for  ^he  small 
dealers  than  a  cat  lias  for  a  mouse  as  it  pounces 
upon  it. 
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other  words  T  t^"  J?^""*  Company,  or,  in 
mony  bS  th!  fT .  ^?"'  ^nclnded  his  testi- 
tion  with  its  inv^f.""""    ^'"'"■"i^^io"  m  connee- 

not  ear.rcr,:i^t°r:  M^'^a^^t^r'  "i  "» 

business.    Business,  i«  n^f     u-,      /  »«i  talking  about 
rival  oonceJtTheir  affiir!'*ir:u™';T>  '"»  ^"t*  »' 

2.—It  Robs  the  Public 

ersM^  'Vhl^ar:  tT  "'^"^  ™'^»  <"  "ri™'*  <"»- 

-^ffXi^  ts'  ?a?i^r.f -r-j- " 

sr^s;^:rr;rdr  tr-  '-^^^-^  '^^  ^- 

poor  settler^Tn  Dakota  M?/""'  "T  "''  <^''«'  ">  'l"* 
a  conscourormai' f  JJ""'"™  ""f  "^er  states.  As 
1896,  accordwTo^  °!i^'  ,f  °P'"  f™='«  ">  death.  In 
loading  coaTcomJnfrti''!'''""*'''  """^  ''"^  <='««» 

Phrase,  they  "got  their  heads  t^tthrr'^dloTr" 
hannony.    They  dain^ed  that  S  Irbusi^  *ta" 


THE  CAUSE  OF  LABOR  S  DISCOXTEXT. 


123 


done  at  a  loss,  so  coal  went  up  thirty-five  cents  a  ton. 
Look  at  the  Meat  Trust,  the  Kubber  Trust,  and  hun- 
dreds ol"  others  ostensibly  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
cheapening  the  outi)u',  though  in  reality,  prices  after- 
wards advanced.  This  is  what  wc  should  expect  when 
the  Trusts  have  thir  own  way.  This  rule  Jiolds  good: 
if  the  prese)it  order  of  private  oicncrskip  is  to  eon- 
iinue,  then  compelitiun  aJiould  hare  the  widest  seope. 
Under  a  system  of  public  on-nership  there  would  he. 
no  need  of  this  ]ieartless  eompetition  and  robbery. 

Some  Trusts  start  in  with  a  glorious  motto.  They 
pretend  that  they  are  combining  business  interests  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public,  and  to  make  good  their  pre- 
tense they  actually  give  lower  prices  for  a  season. 
Finally,  the  true  nature  of  the  serpent  manifests  itself 
and  greed  is  written  over  all. 


f  . 


il 


3. — It  Takes  Advantage  of  the  Workebs. 

One  of  the  lowest  forms  of  business  dealing  is  wit- 
nessed when  a  corporation  wilfully  restricts  the  output 
of  a  certain  article  in  order  to  raise  the  price.  This 
not  only  means  that  the  public  is  fleeced,  but  that  the 
wage-earners  are  kept  idle  part  of  the  time  and  there- 
fore the  suffering  is  felt  by  both  the  workers  and  the 
consumers. 

It  is  also  a  custom  of  Trusts  to  order  a  certain 
amount  of  a  product  from  one  part  of  its  works,  and 
then,  after  times  have  been  good  at  that  place  for 
a  while,  tlioy  shift  the  work  at  another  season  to  an- 
other part  of  the  works  they  control,  and  the  men  at 
the  former  place  are  put  on  half  time  or  are  kept  idle 
for  a  while.  This  manner  of  dealing  with  workmen 
8 
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whore  corporations  rcZ  hav.  ^^  *.'""'°  P'*""™ 
tlicy  can  keep  busy  allX  .fm.  T  ''"'^""^  ">»■' 
-ork.  The  conditLs  that  ZkZtl  ""'"'""^  "" 
of  the  stroni?est  am„mn«*  •   ^®  necessary  is  one 

Of  Alonopol/rrSCair""^'  '"^  "''<"''  '^»'™ 

-  iotrX"  L:  tm':;  1^  ""'r """  "•"' "»" 

was  so  profitably  condn„,?H  .f  ."•'  """  ""=  *"■*'"«" 
dividends  on  twentvTv™'^?.  °',"  P"'''  l-aidsome 
it  worked  man/orft    ,^i^    "'"^j""^''-    1'<"'»  tW,, 

amidst  erowdeimLh,Wr;"'wSth?r  "">  "»«''• 
was  so  great  that  leadini  vt    ■  ''""S^''  '<>  'ifo 

refused  to  take  them  as  risk      Onc^^r"  ^"P'"'-' 
"gamst  Sunday  work   h„t  .1      ?  ™  ""^  ""^  struck 
were  compelled  to  go  to  ^Irl''  «'' ."'"■■  P"'"'  a«d 
stockholders  in  tha?  .oJ^        °  ^""'^''y'  "««"•  Tho 
aires,  while  their  workS™  T  '^""""^  '"'"'<"'■ 
among  their  mill  wheels  fcen  ^^°r"'  T  ^""^'^  "P 
mouth,  and  when  worn  o„?  T;IT^  ^""^  ''=■"'  to 
paupers,  or  be  supported  C'.Ju     ^^  "'™^<'  ""t  a, 
same  helpless,  hopeles,  tay        ""  ^''°  ''"''  ^  *>■« 

4.-Ce»i«^  CoKro,.noK.,  !!„„„„  ^^ 

The  "North  American"  «f  t. 

lates  tho  experience  of  CarolL  pft'"  ^^'  ^^*-  «" 
here  reproduce:  ^arolme  Pcmberton,  which  we 

ceriat'a'S^^iLtk'ne:  ITT^'''  ^'^  '<"  a 
and  low  in  price.   The  o^^^'L:^::^^'!^ 
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Store  did  not  sell  the  article  because  it  was  made  by 
an  Anti-Trust  firm.  I  went  to  another  large  store, 
made  the  same  inquiry  and  received  the  same  reply. 
I  tried  other  stores,  with  the  same  result.  They  of- 
fered mo  goods  of  inferior  quality  and  higher  in  price 
—goods  that  were  made  by  the  Trusts— but  they  did 
not  keep  the  article  I  asked  for  because  it  was  Anti- 
Trust." 

"  'Why  can't  you  keep  bo^'  Trust  and  Anti-Trust 
goods!'  I  asked." 

"  'The  Trust  won't  let  us'  was  the  astonishing 
reply. ' ' 

"  'Plow  can  the  Trust  people  prevent  your  keeping 
what  you  know  your  customers  buy?'  I  asked." 

"  'They  won't  let  us  have  their  goods  to  sell  if  we 
keep  Anti-Trust  goods— and  that  would  ruin  our  busi- 
ness.' " 

This  may  not  seem  like  a  very  serious  matter,  but 
upon  reflection,  one  will  observe  that  it  is  a  great  evil 
to  the  public  to  shut  off  meritorious  goods,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  boycott  placed  upon  the  retailer. 


It' 


5.— Monopoly  Eobs  the  Small  Producer. 

It  depresses  the  price  of  raw  materials,  and  the 
marketable  goods  raised  or  grown  by  the  farmors. 
Under  our  peculiar  age  of  Monopoly  rule  the  middle- 
man who  buys  the  wheat  is  robbed,  and  the  one  who 
raises  the  wheat  is  also  robbed.  The  advantage  is  taken 
at  both  ends  of  the  deal.  The  farmers  of  the  great  west 
are  becoming  more  and  more  sul  .,ect  to  the  kings  of 
Monopoly,  who  are  rapidly  coming  into  possession  of 
all  the  means  of  transportation.     This  enables  Men- 
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opoly  to  buy  iVoui  the  farmers    nm  „♦  *i,     ^ 

PHeo,  hut  „,  „„.  price  AIo  o,    l/j^  .  ,""  '"™t''' 

monu.„t  u„d  .CO  what  tUo  ooU  of  thi'wm  ho.        ^  " 

«— Certain  Mcvopouies  Defy  the  Uw 

«-.-un,ios  .M„,.t;'ri„'"h„''r.v';;f.,'  ?  ,^'»r"r^*"™ 

noccssnrv  to  "iv,.  nnv  fn^i    '    '     .        '"^*'  ''  '»  ""' 
timn  thc'fart  Uatrro.t  I         '"'"''^  ""''"'■  "''■"  '■''"■■3° 

Thi.  is  ouo  .^roat  oi-.l,r  '        """'  '""""  "'  '""  '""• 

oflhe"  c::,  M^^oLlvT,:"^  T  T"  '"  ""-  """""o 
the  public  to  Inv^  th„  ,^  ""  ''"'"^'  ^'''''^  '"•■>''<■  ''v 
of  the  Coa  ITrast  "  °,;''"<"-™™'  arbitrate,!.  Tho  cry 
nothing!  Thoro  is  notl'sr.""  "T  """^  "Arbitrate 
«n.p  Jof  the^a'inlTe  LVr;^;^  ^'^^  - 

7.-Ce„«:.  Mo«™„.,,  Take  Apvantaoe  or  Thei. 

POWE,  AI^  Bb.be  PoLITtcUKS,  LEOISLAIOBa 
AJ^D  CONGBESSMZN. 

Jt''';,,t;fo;:trs':;°:74^^^^^^^^    -  pro. 

1^1  u^e  our  point  if  space  permitted    or  \f  u  ^ 
necessarr  F^-^iiiiuta,  or  ii  it  were 

tlon  wi„  U«hten  the  sk,  wi^h  i.T'i..';^  l-eVruThe 
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army  of  workin,i,'men  will  see  tho  signal  of  dauger 
aud  rise  to  rescue  the  nation.  There  is  a  limit  evt-u  to 
the  patient  endurance  of  i'reo  i\jnerican  citizens. 


till 'f  I 


III.— TIDAL  WAVES  OF  PUBLIC  OPINION 
AGAINST  MONOPOLY. 

In  view  of  these  seven  charges  against  Monopoly,  if 
it  strange  tiia*  the  i»ul)lic  should  rise  up  in  anns 
against  it?  There  have  hern  three  great  tidal  waves 
of  public  sentiment  against  Monopoly  in  the  Uniled 
States  since  the  year  1870,  and  peculiar  as  it  may 
seem,  the  Standard  Oil  Company  has  been  a  promi 
nent  figure  against  which  the  waves  luive  dashe<l  each 
time.  In  1872,  the  snudl  oil  dealers  of  Pennsylvania 
broke  out  in  fury  when  they  lea?Ticd  that  the  Standard 
Oil  Monopoly  had  induced  certain  railroa<ls  to  dis- 
criminate against  them  in  regard  to  fn^ight  rates.  The 
public  press  and  tlie  i)ubli('  conscience  were  greatly 
aroused,  and  after  the  heat  of  the  l)attle  had  su])sided, 
it  was  supposed  that  the  passage  of  the  Orangor  laws 
would  hold  in  check  the  power  of  the  great  oil  com- 
pany. Tlie  public  rested  in  this  confidence,  and  while 
they  slept,  the  octopus-like  arms  of  this  young  Stand- 
ard Oil  Company  were  quietly  reaching  over  the  whole 
industrial  life  of  the  country.  Many  an  individual  and 
many  a  small  com^^any  went  down  to  ruin  before  the 
ever  slimy  crawl  of  this  monster  of  ^Monopoly. 

Again  the  public  mind  broke  bounds  in  1887,  and  as 
an  outgrowth  of  this  second  war  on  INlonopoly,  the  In- 
terstate Commerce  Law  was  passed.  This  meant  that 
the  United  States  Government  would  ha«'"  jurisdic- 
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Pnny  pas.sed  urfuer  the  iJm  n        r  ''  '''"''  ^''  ^•«^"- 
t'on,  and  the  fart.s  tint  u.  ?^  ?  c'-o««-examiua. 

et'edin,.,  astonished  a «  'wa  "  '7''';^  ^'""'^  ^'''^  P''^- 

iieralded  all  over  thTc'un  '      "".    -I"^  ^''  '^'"^^  ^'^''^ 
««  <iuiekly  as  the  rnonopo  j^Vln;^  "'""r  1^'^  ""^  -">« 
became  so  fixed  throuL.  out  M.        f'''''^''^-  ^^'^t'meut 
Sherman  Anti-Tr^t  [  n  "        '  ""^'""  ^^'''^  *''^'  f^'"">us 
law  was  based  unrtin';!;^ ''"TV"  '^'^O'    '^^'"^ 
^'hieh  gives  Congress  power  Vo'""  "f  '''"  Constitution 
morce  a„,ong   ho^taeraldwitH  ?"'•''  '''''''  °'"  -'- 
purpose  of  this  law  was  donr       ""T^"  ""^'«"«-  Tho 
of  Monopoly  i.s  n.ore  s,  pnery  [C  '"/  ''"  "''-^-"t 
ally  manages,  by  one  twisror  in  m     '"''  ""^^  '^  »«"- 
f  asp  of  the  law     This  smartn."    '^n''  ^"  "'^'^^P^  ^''^ 
forever,  for  justice  w  I,  sTeke„  1 1''      T  '"  ^"^'"^^^ 
^^^^ill  he  glad  to  throw  I'ntl.       '"'"      °"°'*'''  ''^"^ 
and  he  himself  will  rolllaek  /J    JT  m'  '"  ^^^"^^'^'^^ 

From  the  voar  ISOO  on    M  '^''^'^^''  '"^"^^  'J'^- 

never  went  baek  to  utter  Llffn/''"''  """"^  *''^  ^"^'^0 
he  Trusts  of  the  eountrr   '^^^^^^     '^T'"  ^^-^^^''"^ 
';ss  agitation  ever  since    Foil    •"  ^fu'  ^^^"  "^^^^  or 
United  States  Sena^oon^es  thH  r  '  "^^'^°  '^^  ^^^ 
states  against  Trusts.    There  is  //""  ^^  "'^P^^^te 
Y'^^^^Pread  antagonism    o  M^nn    7^  "''^"'"-  '°  the 

Anti-Trust  laws  passed  in  so  shot'aL"  "'"  ''^  *^« 
a  territory.  ^"^rt  a  time  over  so  wide 
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diana  and  Missouri  eaeli  passed  au  Anti-Trust  act.  In 
tbo  biuao  yvuv  i  loridu  pu.ssed  uu  uct  relating  to  Trusts 
and  Monopolies  lor  tlie  control  of  trade  in  cattle.  Also 
in  this  same  year  the  states  of  Wisconsin,  South  Caro- 
lina, North  Carolina,  and  other  states  passed  sin»ilar 
acts  to  prohibit  Trusts  and  Combinations  in  trade. 
Some  of  tliese  states  enacted  their  laws  prior  to  or 
siiortly  after  the  year  18D7.  Thus  the  whole  country 
has  been  sounding  its  Anti-Monopoly  bu^le  until  tho 
kings  of  greed  are  trembling  on  their  thrones. 

What  called  forth  all  this  legislation?  It  was  the 
ever  rapidly  growing  movements  toward  centraliza- 
tion of  Capital.  There  were  not  only  many  oorjiora- 
tions,  but  tho  great  corporations  were  consolidating 
and  combining.  In  some  instances  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars  of  cai)ital  wore  brought  together  under 
one  largo  management,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  men 
became  subject  to  that  same  management,  and  it  fre- 
quently occurred  that  these  vast  corporations  were  in 
the  grip  of  one  or  two  persons  at  whose  simple  com- 
mand wonderful  changes  might  occur.  The  phraso, 
"tho  billion-dollar  trust,"  was  common  among  tho 
people.  It  was  learned  that  one  of  the  large  corpora- 
tions cleared  in  net  profits  in  one  year  $10,000,000. 
Such  facts  as  these  stirred  up  the  whole  mass  of  tho 
common  people,  and  quickened  the  thought  of  the  age, 
and  restlessness  became  everywhere  more  prevalent. 
The  great  majority  of  people  thought  that  it  was  an 
unsafe  nnd  unjust  condition  of  affairs  to  have  so  much 
power  wrapped  up  in  the  hands  of  such  a  few  private 
citizens. 

As  the  last  light  of  the  Nineteenth  Century  was  dying 
we  found  that  there  were  over  one-hundred  corpora- 
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tions  each  of  wJiieli  Iru] 
oj-  over.    All  these  va  m'^Ti!!'''''''^'''"  "^ ''^^^'000,000 
effected  so  suddenly  (hat,  ""r,^^  eo.nbinat.ons  ^ere 
I>ared  for  it.     To  put    L  .  /        '  "^'"^  ^««  "ot  pre- 
■^^^^'i^  overnight  say  that  ttT.'^"'^"^^^^    ^«  a  Lt- 
?-^i^,  about  five  I^undtd  t  .3eT  "/'  "^^^"^^^^^  ^^--^^ 
]^   ^l>o  United   States  t   I  '\         •^'  "^^  ^^^^"opoiies 
•^8,000,000,000;  and  tidlf         ?'J"taJization  of  over 
^n-e  hundred  iC  ^^d  \ W '       ■'''  *''^'^^  """^  ^^^^ 
^orporated.    A  iist  of  alMh^?     ''  ^'"^''^  ^^^«  °ot  in- 
be  found  in  the  Annua    T  '     f '"*  combinations  can 
Journals.  '"''^"^^  ^^^i^^^ts  of  the  C^ommercia" 

The  next  and  g-reatest  thU) 
«--pt  over  the  country  n^!^."";^'  "'''''''  ^'''^-r>oly 
ex])enenced  before  this  vea'r  t      /""/i'  '^"^^'^^«  ^^re 
•struggle  continued  m'  4  i n  ^'^''^  ''''''^  ^"t  the 

:^»ccess  by  the  masses      A  n"''"^  earnestness  and 
^«  expressing  itseff  n  inrW     T''"^  P"'^^^«  sentiment 
eies  in  political  action  and':,"?:;'  ?''  '""'''^  *^«^  - 
are  making  eoncessio;s      The  ]]  ^  '^^^^  -rporations 
"Pnsmg  .vould  require  an  on?i.;''\^-^  "^  ^^^''^  Vuhlie 
d-cuss,on.    The  public  mind  win  n''  '™'  ^^^'  ^^"^  ^"" 
exposures  of  TJiomas  Law  on  L   <F     '?"  ^'^^'^^^  ^he 
^'"e,"  and  the  bringing  TllZ     ^''p'^'^^y'^  Maga- 

of  grreat  insurance  comp.nos^'/^  ^^'""''^  ''^^'^^^ 
discriminating  rates  by^?,"'!,';  '"^^  ^^'^  revealing  of 
of  other  incidents  that^'std    .""ir^^^'  ^^  ^  ^ost 

rt  IS  not  strange  that  orn^i    f  ^    '''  succession, 
a  ,.i.^antic  scale  r^ou  d\         ^t!?  ".'"-^''"^^  ^  ^-^ 
and  make  them  suspicio^[   tl.  tunr'''  "'  ''''  ^'^^^^^^ 
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poration  from  becoming  tlie  sole  owner  of  a  state;  for 
indeed,  the  way  events  had  been  occurring,  it  would 
not  be  di<*:'/'nlt  for  a  few  corporations,  by  uniting,  to 
gain  '  -tuuL  LO})ii>l  of  all  the  great  business  interests 
in  one  stnio,  axid  'lus  same  process  might  bo  continued 
until  If  nation  .vas  owned  or  controlled  by  a  few 
great  magnaies. 

During  the  stormy  times  of  the  past  in  regard  to  the 
trust  question,  there  have  been  many  able  minds  en- 
gaged in  discusing  the  best  remedies.  This  phase  of 
the  subject  has  been  carefully  considered  in  publica- 
tions and  addresses  since  1800,  and  even  now  the  so- 
lution seem  to  be  farther  away  than  years  ago.  "We 
will  mention  a  few  of  the  remedies  that  have  been  sug- 
gested. 


IV.— HOW  TO  CURE  THE  TRUST  EVIL. 


1- — The  Acquibement  of   Moke  Extensive  Foeeiqn 

Maekets. 

This  idea  is  offered  by  Hon.  W.  M.  Collier.  We 
infer  that  this  theory  is  to  find  a  ready  and  sufficient 
market  for  all  of  the  products  of  our  American  indus- 
tries, so  that  the  great  corporations  can  keep  all  their 
works  going  all  the  time. 

Concerning  this  remedy,  we  have  this  to  say,  that  it 
savors  of  more  cruelty  to  the  American  worker  than 
is  at  first  thought  imagined.  The  principal  ones  who 
would  profit  by  a  sufficient  foreign  market  to  receive 
f^l!  our  surplus  products,  would  be  the  Trusts.  It 
would  mean  that  while  labor  might  have  more  constant 
employment,  the  hardships  of  the  laborer  in  every 
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particular  would  be  increased  if  the  corporations 
could  so  compel  it.  By  reason  of  the  great  wealth  of 
our  country,  our  workingmen  would  be  more  and  more 
compelled  to  work  like  slaves  to  make  the  rich  richer 
and  to  help  feed  the  rest  of  the  world. 

2.— Abolition  of  All  Special  Privileges  Conferred 
BY  Legislative  Bodies  to  Trusts. 

This  is  the  idea  of  lion.  Jerry  Simpson  who  was  the 
Populist  member  of  Congress  from  Kansas.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  Monopolies  have  received  many  favors 
which  have  enabled  thorn  to  increase  their  dividends 
but  it  is  very  doubtful  if  many  of  the  evils  of  the  trust 
system  would  be  abcxished  if  all  laws  were  neutral  to 
them.  At  least  we  are  free  to  express  an  opinion  that 
this  remedy  would  not  cure  the  Trust  evils. 

3.— Prevent  Over-Capitalization. 

This  idea  would  compel  all  corporations  to  issue 
stock  only  for  the  actual  value  of  their  property.  We 
will  spend  no  time  in  discussing  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  this  suggestion.  AVo  believe  that  it  can  be  easily 
seen  by  careful  thinking  that  this  would  bo  no  more 
eifective  than  the  first  method  suggested.  It  certainly 
would  not  be  corrective  in  its  results. 

4.— Compel  "Publicity"  of  All  Trust  Matters. 

This  is  offered  by  a  number  of  different  writers,  and 
has  been  dwelt  upon  more  as  a  corrective  measure 
than  many  other  remedies  that  have  been  proposed 
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President  Roosevelt  urged  publicity  in  many  of  his 
groat  si^eeches.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  this  pro- 
posed remedy  would  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction 
under  our  present  system  of  economics.  In  fact, 
nearly  all  the  remedies  suggested  would  be  in  order, 
but  especially  compulsory  publicity.  This  would  help 
to  protect  the  investor,  and  would  tend  to  prevent  un- 
due prices  and  would  be  otherwise  corrective  in  many 
respects. 

5. — Regulation  of  Trusts  by  Law. 

(a)     Laws  to  regulate  the  corporate  management. 
{b)     The  state  must  declare  criminal  any  combina- 
tion for  the  raising  of  prices. 

(c)  It  must  prevent  all  partiality  among  parallel 
and  contemporary  competitors. 

(d)  The  purposes  for  which  corporations  can  be 
formed  should  be  limited.  This  is  a  suggestion  of 
^     ■   H.  C.  Adams. 

The  amount  of  capitalization  should  be  limited. 

xuis  is  a  suggestion  given  seriously  by  some  minds, 
but  upon  careful  thought  it  can  be  seen  that  it  is  not 
worthy  of  much  consideration,  just  because  it  is  im- 
practicable. 

(/)  Pass  laws  to  limit  the  dividends  of  corpora- 
tions. 

This  appears  also  to  be  weak  and  impracticable. 
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6. — Kill  the  Tr^-sts. 

This  is  a  very  natural  suggestion  and  comes  largely 
from  the  great  ranks  of  the  common  people.    If  this 
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dealers.    Thfa  soem  I  boT/".'"""  '"'""^  ^"'''" 

people  hesitate  h  acee»tto^.h         '^""Sl^'f"!  of  our 
They  seem  to  s^e  tha     "1""^  "•'  "'^  ''^^'  '■™'<^dy- 

necessary  for  the  argeotnfr,.:wn  """"""^  "^^ 
and  it  is  viewed  as  a  teZar^  TtZloY'  '"'  ''™»' 
genial  public  the  old  time  "nduL^n',"  '"""  """'  "'^ 

.heptoptZ  itrars'or.'i"""?  "^^  """«'"  "" 
corporate  control  of  a  certain  1?  f ^'r°  "  ^»<'™' 
the  best  solution  of  theTrobie"  ^n  V"''"''"'^"'  ™<' 
■nan  who  can  sugges  ta  ll  "  i,  \,  '  """"  ^^  t*-" 
gain"  idea  will  be  e^fmil.  1 ,  ^'"'^^^'  "■«  "l^-ivate 
public  reap  thl  b^neflT  Tht  b""  ""  ''™^'^  '""'  ^''^ 
-  beh-  e  to  be  thetst  o^aU  rSieT. '°  ^""^  '^'"' 

7.-I,.x  A^  XH.  Tn      3  .K.  Mo^orou.  b.  Op.h..„ 
FOR  THE  Benefit  of  the  Public. 

sition  expressed,  and  also  m  1 1     1  ^^°  """^^  ^ppo- 

of  it.    It  i,  ind;ed  a  [  ,n  ''°  '^^^  ^°  ^^^^^ 

nideed,  a  burnmg  question  of  the  a-e  as 


I 


.-* 


THE  CAUSE  OF  LABOR  S  DISCONTENT. 


135 


to  which  is  preferable,  the  public  or  private  ownership 
of  the  industries.  We  invite  you  to  wait  until  you 
have  read  all  the  chapters  of  this  boo':  befoie  you 
form  your  opinion  as  to  the  reasonableness  of  the  sev- 
enth remedy  above  given. 

That  the  Trusts  and  Monopolies  in  the  United  States 
have  caused  great  discontent  and  lestlessness  among 
the  laboring  class  is  quite  apparent  to  the  careful  stu- 
dent of  the  times. 
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.ow  seen  in  the  L'ni.ed  C^.  illTTZm^^ 
of  similar  condition,  that  are  prevailing  in  other  pa rt^ 

.r:  ^s-e  ^  ':r:^^:^  --f "" 

nf   n,^   T    1  .      .         ''"'"  1  rusts,  jNJonopo  les  anf^ 

of  the  Labor  agitations  as  tbev  are  rlavino-  fif 
changing  dramas  on  the  great  LTJZ^^  .?^''' 
world.  The  facts  that  woTa  1  tfea^ter  nroT';"' 
this  chapter  have  been  gathered  bv  or  J  ^  ^^  '^ 
gation,  and  from  certain  renoin„«"^>^^'  '^^'^- 
United  States  who  sen'^pe  i'a7  XsTn^at''  'f 
mstructions  from  the  department  of  stLteTJ  " 
first  take  a  passing  glance  at  ''     ^'*  "' 
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AUSTRLV. 

The  city  of  Vienna  is  designated  as  thr  birthplace  of 
the  Trusts  of  Central  Europe,  and  the  <Jth  of  May, 
1873,  is  mentioned  as  tlie  (hiy  of  their  hirtii,  bjcau.^e 
from  tiiat  time  on  their  increase  has  been  more  appar- 
ent. It  was  on  the  day  above  mentioned  that  the  first 
large  Ti-ust  was  formed  in  Austria  as  a  consequence 
of  the  long,  competitive  struggles  among  the  Steel-rail 
rolling  works.  From  1843  to  1873  was  the  great  period 
of  railway  construction  during  which  a  number  of  new 
works  had  been  established,  l<nt  when  1873  came  the 
demand  for  rails  dropped  to  anout  one-half.  This  con- 
dition would  have  forced  a  number  of  single  factories 
into  idleness,  had  it  not  been  that  a  Combination 
■was  formed  by  which  each  factory  received  i^s  per- 
centage of  work.  Such  a  Combination  was  beneficial 
both  to  the  worker  and  the  owner.  If  such  blessings 
could  follow  in  the  wake  of  all  trade  combinations  the 
whisper  of  suspicion  and  the  cry  of  danger  would  not 
bo  heard. 

_  Since  1873  the  number  of  Austria's  trade  combina- 
tions has  steadily  increased  until  now  it  includes 
nearly  all  articles  of  manufacture,  but  the  idea  of  mu- 
tual benefit  to  both  Capital  and  Labor  has  gradually 
died  out,  and  the  far-reaching  struggle  of  competi- 
tion has  pushed  many  of  the  small  dealers  to  one  side 
where  they  lay  bruised  and  mangled  by  their  fall. 
The  survival  of  the  shrewdest  and  the  strongest  has 
placed  mnny  financial  kines  on  the  throne,  where  they 
rule  with  a  scepter  of  tyranny  and  greed.  To  counter- 
balance the  possible  evils  that  mi"-ht  result  from  these 
business  Combinations,  Labor  Unions  sprang  up  all 
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over  the  country.  The  law-makin-  bodies  of  Austria 
also  liiet  the  situation  by  tlrartin-  a  bill  concerninff 
1  rusts  and  IJin-.s,  but  the  law  has  not  yet  become  ef- 
fective and  therefore  Austria  has  the  same  %bt  on 
hand  as  the  United  States. 

The  world  will  watch  the  outcome  with  interest,  es- 
pecially since  wages  have  increased  with  the  increase 
m  the  price  of  goods,  only  that  the  increase  in  wages 
has  not  been  equal  to  the  increase  in  the  price  of  life's 
necessities.  There  have  also  been  more  strikes  than 
ever  before. 

Austria  has  taken  the  Labor  question  into  polities 
and  Its  socialistic  vote  is  not  far  from  one  million. 
Ihere  have  been  for  some  years  past,  members  in  Par- 
harnent  who  have  been  asserting  themselves  in  a  very 
definite  wav. 


SWITZERLAND. 

This  little  country  has  attracted  the  attention  of  all 
the  civilized  world  because  of  its  unique  nolicv  in  home 
government.  It  has  maintained  its  distinctive  qunli- 
ties  in  the  midst  of  difficulties.  Dr.  B.  F.  Kidder  said 
some  years  ago  in  the  "Homiletical  Review":— 

''The  Swiss  Republic's  prosperity  and  jrreatness 
rest,  first  of  all,  on  the  fundamental  idea  of  liberty 
The  spirit  of  Tell  still  lives  among  his  native  moun- 
tains. The  critics  may  prove  that  he  was  a  mvth;  but 
It  makes  no  difference  to  the  Swiss.  To  them'  he  is  a 
glorious  reality.  The  spirit  of  this  freedom  first  mani- 
fested itself  in  strong,  concerted  action  in  a  struggle 
closely  resembling  that  of  the  American  colonists. 
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"A  second  fundamental  idea,  lived  up  to  by  this 
country,  is  the  e<iuality  of  man.  Tlie  fourth  article  of 
the  Constitution  declares,  'all  Swiss  are  ecjual  holore 
the  Law.'  A  striking  application  of  this  principle  is 
seen  in  the  fact  that  Switzerland  has  three  national 
languages, — German,  French  and  Italian — while  these 
three  races  dwell  side  by  side  on  terms  of  perfect 
equality.  No  one  of  them  can  be  said  to  be  more  pa- 
triotic than  the  others,  and  no  one  of  them  desires  to 
sever  the  bonds  of  confederation.  Switzerland,  fur- 
ther, has  no  useless  monarch,  no  haughty  nobility,  no 
idle  aristocracy;  all  officials  are  chosen  from  anion'; 
the  people,  and  serve  at  moderate  salaries ;  no  man  is 
pensioned;  there  is  no  standing  army,  yet  every  man  is 
a  soldier;  the  democratic  spirit  dominates  everything; 
the  people  are  sovereign;  the  freedom  of  the  press,  of 
conscience,  and  of  belief,  are  guaranteed  by  the  Con- 
stitution." 


FRANCE. 


Of  all  the  great  nations  France  has  tho  l<»ast  nnmbor 
of  Trusts,  because  to  organize  them  is  contrary  to  law. 
Years  ago  a  severe  punishment  was  meted  out  to  those 
made  themselves  masters  of  the  stocks,  and  who 
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thereby  took  advantage  of  the  scarcity  they  had 
created  by  raising  the  prices.  As  early  as  the  time  of 
Charlemagne,  certain  laws  against  Monopolies  were 
rigidly  enforced ;  but  Sully  abolished  all  these  decrees, 
and  after  his  death  they  were  again  established  by 
Louis  XIIL  and  Louis  XTV.  As  far  back  as  1793,  it 
became  an  offense  punishable  by  death  for  any  man, 
or  number  of  men,  to  corner  necessary  commodities 
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and  hold  thfiu  from  circulation,  tliercby  cauainir  thn 
l.oo„lc  to  sulTcr.    in  a  few  in»tuncc»  the  death  "natv 

»tai„t„  hooli,  o,  i,.raa,.<..    j„  ^^^  '"« 

en  n,..,,  ,.,  ,,„„„  indifferent  to  tlio  forniutiou  o'  Trusts 
«i.d,  ..ui,«.„uenliy,  tliere  have  .prung  up  sle  piwer 
ftti  «rgan«at.ous.  The  combination.,  have  b.^ref 
fccteU  along  nearly  the  same  lines  a.s  we  And  in  our 
own  country.  The  sale  of  petroleum  i»  in  tl  e  hamls  of 

tr!;n:rbv"':'''''"r;'T  '^"^  »■«■'-  '"Vu'iytcU' 

trolled  by  a  jomt  stock  companv,  and  thi.s  one  com 

fiance.    The  reason  that  these  and  many  other  com 
b,na,.ns  are  allowed  to  work,  is  due  to  'pollti^Uh" 

It  appears  that  the  agitation  against  the  evils  of 
Monopoly  ,s  not  popular  with  the  people.    This  battle 

a.  in  the  United  sfaTe:,  a^d  foTjha'Tcas^n  T't' 
pie  are  more  indifferent  regarding  then,     Th„    "^  • 
reason  why  the  people  are  ^o  e  cont  nted  ifbecr: 

tTafthe"™  ^rT'-"  "■"' ''"™« the  last  fift';::: 

than  the  cost  of  livmg.    Also,  in  many  localitie,   thf 

"S:^:?  "1'  ''T  "  *"^  °f  the  pTofi  Hh ev^earn 
it  t  !lv    f^""^"*^ '?'  "PP"™'  indifference  in  Fran™' 

8M Ooradult   '1''  •'"  t™""  """  '^'''  "^  ""^  than 
ovv,wv  adult  males  m  the  country  who  arp  nnmfNr  «  j 

openly  in  league  with  socialistie^dts     They  at  not 
th"reforeT"r  f  ^  P"™^"™*  organ^^alion    and 

rre^br '    l^'al'""^7l'"  '^^  "'^  «■■""?••(  ha;  been 
irregular.    All  the  conditions  are  present  for  a  po- 
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litieal  movement,  and,  when  once  the  proper  leader 
takes  the  cause  in  hand,  it  will  suddenly  spring  to  the 
front. 

GERMANY. 

The  organization  of  syndicates  in  Germany  began 
nearly  a  half  century  ago.  Since  then  they  have  stead- 
ily increased,  until  at  the  present  time  there  are  over 
four  hundred,  and  they  cover  practically  the  whole 
field  of  industrial  activity.  The  entire  question  of 
trade  combination  is  so  vast  and  complicated  in  this 
country,  and  it  has  been  discussed  so  fully,  that  the 
subject  has  a  literature  of  its  own.  If  all  these  discus- 
sions were  gathered  together  in  print  it  would  form  a 
small  library.  The  industries  of  Germany  are  more 
thoroughly  syndicated  than  in  any  other  country  of  the 
globe. 

Looking  at  the  Labor  side  of  the  question,  there  are 
many  unions  well  organized  and  just  as  active  in  their 
work  as  the  magnates  of  Capital  are  in  theirs.  Ino 
compositors  and  printers  are  thoroughly  Tanizcd, 
and  exercise  a  decisive  influence  in  book-p -^olishing 
which  is  one  of  the  important  industries  of  Germany. 
The  Labor  Unions  are  not  operated  on  the  same  plan 
and  with  the  same  intensity  as  in  the  United  States, 
because  the  agitation  against  Trusts  is  mild  compared 
with  that  of  certain  other  countries.  The  reason  for 
this  is  due  to  three  facts: 

(1)  Those  at  the  head  of  the  Trusts  have  been  wise 
enough  to  exercise  their  privileges  without  causing 
the  people  to  suffer.  They  have  settled  values  in  cer- 
tain commodities  and,  therefore,  they  have  a  more 
settled  market. 
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(2.)  The  publicity  given  to  the  work  of  these  Cor- 
porations threw  off  susi)it'ion  and  criticism.  There 
inuist  be  a  periodical  publication  of  each  syndicate 
showing  the  exact  condition  of  the  company's  affairs, 
and  any  faithless  or  dishonest  director  of  the  stock 
company  is  speedily  punished. 

(3.)  There  is  a  popular  sentunent  in  Germany  that 
syndicates  are  a  necessary  element  to  true  business  ad- 
vancement, and  that  these  combinations  ore  necessary 
l<»  secure  a  large  foreign  trade.  The  extraordinary 
developments  of  commercial  and  manufacturing  inter 
ests  have  also  had  a  quieting  effect  on  the  people.  The 
workers  of  Germany  comi)ared  with  those  of  other 
countries  receive  smaller  pay,  but  "ignorance  is 
bliss,"  and  as  long  as  this  contentment  continues,  the 
people  will  suffer  privations  rather  than  become  rest- 
less and  clamor  for  better  conditions. 


ENGLAND. 

This  is  also  one  of  the  countries  which  has  been 
afflicted  by  the  Trust  mania.  London  is  the  great 
confer,  and  it  is  estimated  that  nine-tenths  of  Eng- 
land's trade  combinations  have  their  head-quarters  in 
this  famous  city.  Railway  and  Brewing  Companies 
form  certain  combinations  for  self-protection.  Many 
attempts  have  been  made  to  form  "Rings,"  or  "Cor- 
ners," but  these  are  of  an  entirely  different  nature 
from  Trusts  or  Trade  Combinations,  being  merely 
speculative  dealing  or  gambling.  There  are  certain 
combinations  that  have  affected  the  business  life  of 
the  empire,  such  as  the  "Fine  Cotton  Spinners," 
"Sewing  Cotton  Combination,"  "British  Lustering 
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Syndicate,"    "United    Alkali    Co.,"    "Wall    Paper 
Trust"  and  the  "Coal  Trust." 

We  might  proceed  to  mention  a  lonj?  list  of  Trusts, 
hut  thi.H  is  not  necessary,  inasmuch  as  the  I'nited  KiiiK 
dora  of  Great  Britain  has  fostered  various  kinds  of 
Trade  Combinations  almost  without  a  protest.  The 
workingmen  have  attempted  to  organize  in  a  mild 
fashion  compared  to  the  Labor  Organizations  of  our 
country.  In  the  year  1900,  Mr.  John  Oalloway  made 
an  effort  in  the  (Jlasgow  Chamber  of  Connnerce,  to 
force  legislation  against  tho  formation  of  large  Asso 
ciations,  Trusts,  Syndicates  or  Combine  .  All  his  ef- 
forts were  unavailing,  and  it  seems  that  there  was  but 
little  stir  over  the  matter.  The  majority  who  would 
have  power  to  act,  seemed  to  think  that  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Galloway  was  not  worthy  of  serious  consideration, 
and  the  "Daily  Mail,"  one  of  the  influential  paj)ors  of 
Glasgow,  discussed  the  whole  situation  briefly  atid  ter- 
minated with  these  words:  "In  a  free  country  such  as 
ours,  there  can  be  no  law  against  freedom  of  combina- 
tion for  commercial  i)urposes.  The  remedy  that  is  re- 
quired is  not  legislation  but  competition." 

The  only  explanation  of  this  indifTerenco  is  that  the 
country  has  not  felt  the  most  cruel  pangs  of  Monopoly. 
The  dark  side  of  the  question  will  not  be  fully  seen  un- 
til greater  antagonism  is  manifested  toward  the  kings 
of  the  Trusts.  When  that  time  comes,  Labor  will  be 
more  aggressive  in  its  efforts  to  secure  justice  for  all. 

Although  England  is  the  greatest  field  to  study  So- 
cialism, yet  it  has  been  one  of  the  slower  countries  to 
express  itself  politically.  Perhaps  the  people  are 
more  thoroughly  educated  and  more  in  favor  of  social- 
istic principles  than  in  any  other  eovmtry  in  the  world. 
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One  of  the  oldest  and  most  important  organizations 
that  sowed  the  seeds  of  Socialism  was  called  the 
"Democratic  Federation"  which,  a  short  time  later, 
in  the  year  1883,  adopted  the  name  of  "Social  Deme- 
cratic  Federation."  Under  this  last  name  the  orgam- 
ization  has  been  a  great  power,  and  contemporary  with 
it,  carne  the  "Socialistic  League"  and  also  the  "Fa- 
bian Society;"  and  other  organizations  that  have  is- 
sued books  and  periodicals  and  have  sent  out  lecturers. 
All  these  influences  have  helped  to  make  England  one 
of  the  most  up-to-date  countries  on  Socio Hsm  in  the 
world. 

SCOTLAND  AND  IRELAND. 

These  two  aggressive  countries  are  waking  out  of 
their  sleep,  and  as  they  are  brushing  the  dust  from 
their  eyes,  they  are  looking  with  a  keen  glance  over 
the  fair  morning  of  promise,  and  it  is  believed  that 
their  strides  toward  the  socialistic  ideals  will  be  more 
regular  and  positive.  By  reason  of  their  proximity 
they  have  profited  and  will  continue  to  profit  by  mu- 
tual observation  and  avoid  many  of  the  painful  experi- 
ences through  which  England  has  passed.  One  of  the 
most  successful  experiments  of  the  public  or  municipal 
ownership  of  industries,  is  that  of  the  city  of  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  where  street  railways,  gas-works  and  water- 
works are  owned  by  the  city,  at  an  enormous  saving  to 
the  people.  The  Glasgow  system  has  become  the  study 
of  many  Americans. 

RUSSIA. 

The  enemies  of  Socialism  are  always  confounding 
Nihilists  and  Anarchists  with  Socialists.    This  is  ab- 
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lows  nimseil  to  be  confused  on  these  subiects     NTihil 

government  by  the  more  vicious  class  of  laborer.,  in 
Kuss,a  who  think  they  have  no  other  w^  to  e.pres° 
ir     h"?T'r-    ^^''""'-""•o-i"^  and  aUss  nata 

he  chaiL?  ^"^  "'""u""-  ^"""''^  has  been  binding 
the  chains  upon  her  subjects  for  centuries     She  haf 

"et  T  dl^  ^^i""'^  "^  grantinTihem  priv! 
about  th!  t?,""  *'"'  "^'^^  "berties,  and  then 
"ber'BuZ  V""?!  ^"^  '"  »J°y  the' benefits  0? 
hem  if  uT,  ."""'  '?  ^""^  """^  '0  «■>*<=■■  upon 
such  a  soil  T^  ''"  ""'  ^'''"'^'°  ™»W  «">"  in 
ne^ni!    ^  u  ""T  "  "  o""""™!  censorship  over  the 

fntol^il^fn  th/'^.''""?^^  ""^  Govemme'l.tls  sent 
nio  exile  in  the  wild  wastes  of  Siberia     Tho  «««  ^^i^ 

OSes  patience  and  utters  expres  fonTof  pr„tes    las 

and  W^°  I-  Y"'^-"  ""'^'  '"  "-^  eause  0  1  b'erty 
and  Russian  history  is  full  of  incidents  where  herofc 
or  defiant  subjects  have  been  put  to  death 
It  IS  remarkable  how  these  Nihilists  give  their  lives 

^iiy  secret  task,  knowing  that  they  are  subiect  to  Ha 
teetion,  and  execution.    When  those  who  are  I  Jb^' 
are  shot  or  hanged,  they  die  without  rdentfng.    "''' 

h.lJT"  '^?  ^"^^  *^^  proletarian  down  when  once 
he  gets  the  perfume  of  the  breath  of  lihprfv  «!^ 
sequently  the  people  of  Russia  are  k  L h^^^^^ 
enthusiasm  secretly  and  openly,  and  the  fighTs  of  the 
common  people  are  being  pushed  to  the  f rTnt     A  few 
brave  men,  such  as  Tolstoi,  have  championed  theiusT 

war  with  Japan  has  been  one  more  death-blow  to  des- 
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potism  on  the  throne  of  Russia.  We  are  therefore  glad 
to  relate,  that  over  that  country  of  sunset  gloom,  there 
is  arising  the  morning  sun  of  true  liberty  and  true 
recognition  of  the  relation  of  man  to  man,  and  before 
the  Twentieth  Century  shall  have  run  its  quarter 
its  people  will  st^nd  in  the  glory  of  the  new  light,  and 
who  knows,  bu  aj.  they  will  take  at  the  same  bound, 
some  of  the  loft;    "     als  of  Christian  :'     ".alism. 

BELGIUM. 

In  this  small  country,  the  matter  of  Trusts  and 
Monopolies  has  not  come  to  the  front  as  in  many  other 
countries,  but  the  cause  of  labor  is  considered  more 
than  in  eight  other  countries  in  Europe.  The  prin- 
ciples of  Socialism  are  r^nidly  entering  the  political 
arona,  and  already  there  have  been  polled  half  a  mil- 
lion votes  directly  and  indirectly  expressive  of  social 
ideals.  The  world  of  Labor  gladly  welcomes  this 
young  and  thrifty  host  of  voters  into  its  ranks. 

THE  AUSTRALIAN  STATED. 

The  labor  movement  in  the  Australian  States  re- 
ceived its  prime  inspiration  in  1890.  iA-round  this 
period  a  political  party  with  a  clear-cut  platform  arose 
in  nearly  all  the  States.  We  will  present  a  few  facts 
as  gathered  by  Miss  Lillian  Locke  of  Melbourne  and 
published  in  "Social  Progress,"  1905. 

"At  the  present  time,  1904,  in  the  second  Parliament 
of  the  Australian  commonwealth,  labor  is  represented 
by  thirty-eight  pledged  members,  fourteen  of  whom 
are  in  the  Senate,  which  contains  thirty-six  members, 
and  during  the  past  year  we  have  witnessed  the  unique 
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spectacle  of  a  labor  government  which  held  office  for 

X^o^z^:  ""'>•  '^  - '- "--'«-'  ^e 

eon  of  ,^ilV  ^'"■'"'"^""•y  party  wa.,  about  eight- 
eon  0.  nmotoon  increasing  again  to  twenty-five  Can- 
didates are  pledged  to  the  political  Labor  Lealue  «lat 
form  w  „ch  does  not  differ  in  essentials  fr^om  Lat" 
adopted  by  (be  other  States).  They  are  also  pTedged 
gm^nmenf'n'     •'  ™.'"'.^««™^  ■^^'^'^ting  the  fate  of  a 

cur,:™  i';idr  ""■'^°"*^ "' "  "-'^  --'"«'«» -- 

ISR^'o'T'f,  """  ''°'"'  ^^"^  °«°  '"'»  Parliament  in 

elevt  "     "r  ""'';■  ""'"«''  ™P'«<'«*'J.  ^"^as°d    o 
m™  T„  ,1     T!°^  n-nety-five  members  by  the  year 
1902.    In  the  elections  of  1904  the  party  was  successful 
n    ecurmg  nmeteen  seats,  notwithstanding  the  1 
that  a  reduction  of  nearly  one-third  in  the  Lmber  of 

vCly."  '""''  '™^  ^"^  "  "™>'"  of  years  pre- 
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u'J^f"  ""i™''*™  is  "  West  Australia,  as  in  Queens 
and,  the  bedrock  of  the  labor  movement     TnTZ 
bouses  of  the  Federal  Parliamenrthe  LTbor  men  se 
cured  every  seat  but  two.    The  first  Trades  Union 

w  rTr:pre:::ted"M  r"'  ^"^  '"^^  4.000  wo'^S 
Tbont^n  nm        v  '  P'''^'"  *™<'>  l^"*.  there  are 

about  30,000  workers  organized.   Seven  pledged  Labor 

men  were  returned  to  Parliament  in  1900,  whfle  at  the 
last  elections  they  had  increased  to  twent^hree  and 
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fn^h!  n^^^'^T?*'  ""^"'^  ^'^"^"^  ^°^  Li'^eral  Minister 
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TASMANIA. 
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'Tasmania  is  slowly  but  surely  being  brought  into 

ment     There  are  at  present  only  four  Labor  renre- 
sentatives  m  the  State  Parliament,  but  there  are  in 
dicatjons  that  a  great  awakening  ;ill  take  ^lace  be-' 
fore  long  owing  to  the  bad  conditions  of  the  workers 
he  mcubus  of  unjust  taxation,  and  the  loss  of  popuTa 
tion  owmg  to  land  monopoly  and  other  causes  '"^ 

it  It  were  necessary  we  might  also  give  a  brief  de 

scr,ption  of  Capital  and  Labor  in  alUhe  other  civt 

zed  countries  of  the  globe.    But  we  have  given  enough 

to  Ulus  rate  the  universal  uprising  of  Lal^Ir    One  ff 

he  first  great  facts  we  learn  when  viewing  the  whole 

situation  IS  that  the  struggle  between  Capita   and  l^ 

in  Alfrf;  fi    .  1     '''''  ^"^"^  *^^  ^^^^ition  of  things 
m  Aus  ria  that  long  years  may  be  required  to  settle 

We  LtLTortr^^^r-'/  *^^^^  *-  ^'-*" 

fW  1  ^,  .^     *^^  ""^'^  ^""^^^  consideration  of  France 
that  legislation  against  Monopoly  can  be  verv  her 
ful.    From  Germany  we  learn  the  lesson  that  it'is  nls 
sible  for  centralization  of  Capital  to  grow  wTthout 
arousmg  serious  suspicion  in  the  mmds  of  tie  puX 
Each  one  of  these  countries  furnishes  its  ^uliar  lis 

Z  f )  "T'l^^  ^""^^^  ^"^^*^«°  ''  Capitafand  Labo  ' 
But  the  United  States  is  the  chief  field  of  agitation  in 
the  world  to-day.     The  more  discussion  tStt.\s 
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civilized  world  is  watch  .^IT^/^"^  ^  ^^°8^  «*^«*'-  'J^l^e 
in  the  great  co^t^  of  f^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^{  ^^«  struggle 

tory  of  the  near  f  u^re  w^n  h^'         ''^  ^^"^*'  **^^  ^^S" 
facts  to  relate.  ^^""^  ''*°'^  ^^^  interesting 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


The  signs  of  the  times  can  be  read  at  every  turn  in 
our  civilization.  The  rapidly  increasing  wealth  of  our 
country  under  the  reign  of  capitalism  and  its  concen- 
tration in  the  hands  of  the  few  is  clearing  the  way  for 
our  downfall  as  a  nation.    This  history  of  past  ages 
has  proved  that  wealth  is  the  mother  of  luxury;  luxury 
the  mother  o^  vice;  vice  the  mother  of  political  corrup' 
tion  which,  ii  unchecked,  ends  in  national  death.  This 
is  the  brief  story  of  the  ultimate  curse  of  wealth  under 
private  ownership;  and,  if  we  are  to  predict  the  future 
by  the  past  and  present,  we  would  say  that  disaster 
and  death  are  not  far  distant  unless  we  change  the 
course  of  our  action,  and  create  a  new  system  of  eco- 
nomics by  which  our  wealth  will  be  more  equally  dis^ 
tributed. 
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Wealth  is  one  of  the  most  deceitful  things  in  our 
life.    It  deceives  the  ones  who  possess  it ;  the  ones  who 
are  in  pursuit  of  it,  and  those  who  never  expect  to 
enjoy  it.  Its  curse  has  drawn  a  black  mark  all  through 
the  pages  of  human  history  from  the  earliest  ages  of 
'  man.    The  God  inspired  Jeremiah,  a  long  time  before 
Christ  came,  uttered  these  words,  "He  that  getteth 
riches,  and  not  by  right,  shall  leave  them  in  the  midst 
of  his  days,  and  at  his  end  shall  be  a  fool."    These 
ar<   sharp  and  painful  words,  and  have  proved  to  be 
true  down  to  the  present  time.    There  may  be  certain 
rich  people  who  have  gotten  their  riches  by  right,  but 
there  are  many  who  have  gotten  them  dishonestly. 
"They  shall  leave  them  in  the  midst  of  their  days" 
ought  to  be  enough  to  discourage  any  man  from  the 
pursuit  of  wealth  along  an  evil  path.    Some  of  those 
who  have  gotten  their  riches  "not  by  right,"  drop  off 
suddenly  without  a  day's  warning,  while  sitting  at  the 
office  desk,  or  walking  on  the  street,  and  in  countless 
other  ways  they  are  snatched  from  the  busy  circle 
where  they  were  playing  their  part  in  the  absorbing 
drama  of  money  getting.    There  is  no  encouragement 
whatever  for  a  man  to  gain  riches  under  an   evil 
shadow,  when  he  knows  that  at  his  end  he  shall  be  a 
fool,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Divine  wisdom. 
Such  persons  are  not  always  considered  to  be  fools  by 
those  who  survive  them,  but  eternal  justice  holds  the 
record  of  their  folly,  and  places  upon  their  wasted 
lives  the  stamp  of  failure. 

In  all  ages  the  passion  of  money  getting  has  ruled 
in  countless  breasts,  and  has  driven  many  a  poor  soul  to 
a  fearful  wreck  on  the  shoals  of  greed.  When  Christ 
delivered  his  holy  doctrines  to  men,  he  took  no  uncer- 
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tain  stand  on  the  question  of  riches.  To  the  rich  youiiK 
ruler  who  came  to  Him,  Christ's  final  test  of  his  sm- 
cerity  was  the  request  that  the  young  man  part  with 
his  worldly  possessions,  and  the  young  man  of  fine 
moral  character  and  good  intentions,  allowed  himself 
to  think  more  of  his  riches  than  he  did  of  Christ ;  so  ho 
went  away  sorrowful,  clinging  to  his  chaff  and  refusing 
the  wheat.  After  the  decision  of  this  rich  young  ruler, 
Christ  delivered  this  immortal  sentence,  "How  hard 
it  is  for  them  that  trust  m  riches  to  enter  into  the 
Kingdom  of  God ;  it  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go  through 
the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  the 
Kingdom  of  God."  Mark  10:24-25.  They  that  heard 
these  words  fall  from  the  lips  of  Christ  understood 
them  as  little  as  the  great  rushing  throngs  of  the  pres- 
ent generation  understand  them.  The  study  of  the 
lives  of  the  apostles  and  the  early  teachers  of  Chris- 
tianity shows  that  these  saints  assumed  the  same  atti- 
tude toward  the  accumulation  of  wealth. 

Long  ago  Livy  said,  "Avarice  and  luxury  have  been 
the  ruin  of  every  great  state." 

Babylon  showed  the  picture  of  wealth,  Iuxurj%  licen- 
tiousness and  debauchery  on  one  hand,  and  poverty, 
wretchedness  and  slavery  on  the  other.  The  control- 
ling power  became  so  degraded  under  these  ruling  evils 
that  the  whole  kingdom  became  an  easy  prey  to  tlio 
power  that  crushed  her.  Let  it  be  suggested  that  if 
the  native  strength  of  Babylon  had  been  marshaled 
imder  a  guiding  statesman  and  a  living  hero  of  unsel- 
fish and  patriotic  motive,  it  is  a  question  whether  any 
power  could  have  overthrown  her.  Babylon  is  only 
an  ancient  prototype  of  many  that  have  followed. 
Spain  was  weakened  more  by  internal  corruptions  than 
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external  foes.  Rome  went  down  in  the  same  manner. 
We  are  startled  when  we  see  that  Rome's  economic 
condition  was  on  a  parallel  with  ours,  before  her  down- 
fall. She  held  her  head  high  above  contemporary  pub- 
lic states  and  was  proud,  supposing  herself  to  be  with 
out  a  peer.  Theodore  Mommsen,  tha*  far-sighted  Ger- 
man, who,  according  to  several  critics,  wrote  the  best 
history  since  Gibbon  laid  down  the  pen,  said  in  volume 
4,  page  607,  in  his  history  of  Rome : 

"In  consequence  of  this  economic  system,  based 
both  on  its  agrarian  and  mercantile  aspects,  on  masses 
of  capital  and  speculation,  there  arose  a  most  fearful 
disproportion  in  the  distribution  of  wealth."  How 
about  our  own  country,  with  its  ever-increasing  wealth, 
far  beyond  the  power  of  accurate  estimation!  Over 
one-half  of  all  this  great  wealth  is  owned  by  less  than 
one  per  cent,  of  our  population,  and  at  the  same  time, 
one-half  of  our  popuh  tion  is  not  receiving  enough  for 
its  labor  to  live  respectably  according  to  the  American 
standard. 

There  never  was  a  stronger  example  of  wealth  dis- 
proportion than  is  furnished  I  our  own  country. 
When  we  talk  about  the  wealt.  men  of  Rome,  we 
talk  about  children  at  play,  coi.pared  to  the  wealthy 
men  of  our  country.  According  to  Thos.  E.  Watson, 
the  richest  man  in  Rome  was  Croesus.  His  wealth  was 
less  than  ten  millions.  His  would  have  been  a  small 
shaft  beside  the  towering  millions  of  a  Morgan,  a  Car- 
negie,  or  liockefeller.  Pompey  the  Great  was  worth 
three  and  a  half  millions.  He  would  hardly  have  made 
t  impression,  if  he  were  to  live  in  America  to-day 
with  his  wealth.  Other  men  of  Rome,  who  were  worth 
a  million  or  less,  stood  as  great  magnates,  and  a  man 


Mi 

m 


*.'<*  ;  1 


TU£  COMING  U18A8TKR. 


153 


who  would  spend  $200,000  for  a  country  residence,  or 
$1,000  for  a  horse,  or  $50,000  for  tine  imported  furni- 
ture, would  create  a  sensation  that  would  not  die  out  in 
a  day.  We  wonder  what  the  Roman  poi)ulist  wuulil  have 
thought  of  some  of  our  modern  tinuucier-s  who  spcud 
a  million  or  more  for  a  summer  home,  or  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  for  a  yacht,  or  the  same  amount 
for  a  stable,  or  house  furniture,  or  $20,000  for  a  sup- 
per, $17,000  for  a  sable  coat  and  $12,000  for  a  hut, 
etc.  Mommsen  also  relates,  "to  be  poor,  was  not 
merely  the  sorest  disgrace  and  the  worst  crime,  but  the 
only  disgrace  and  the  only  crime;  for  many  of  tlio 
statesmen  sold  the  state;  the  citizen  sold  his  freedom 
and  his  vote.  For  money,  the  lady  of  quality  surren- 
dered herself  a  common  courtesan.  •  •  •  ^£en 
had  forgotten  what  honesty  was.  The  man  who  refused 
a  bribe  was  regarded  not  as  an  upright  man,  but  as  a 
personal  foe."  We  shall  also  add  that  with  all  these 
conditions,  public  morals  became  so  low  that  adultery 
was  more  popular  than  disgraceful,  and  the  homo  life 
rapidly  became  a  farce.  It  was  no  wonder  that  Rome 
went  down;  the  hand  of  justice  and  the  hand  of  God 
was  against  her,  because  of  her  own  sins  brought  on  by 
the  unequal  conditions  of  society  and  the  unequal  dis- 
tribution of  wealth. 

Take  a  glimpse  of  that  marvelous  country  of  mod-  ' 
em  times,  England.  She  has  had  her  national  strength 
taxed  more  by  internal  corruption  than  by  any  external 
foe.  The  growth  of  riches  on  one  side  and  pauperism 
on  the  other,  under  the  competitive  system,  rushed 
England  into  one  of  the  most  terrible  crises  that  she 
has  ever  experienced.  In  the  early  part  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Century,  for  a  certain  period,  pauperism  in- 
10 


1  » 


156 

orea 
says 
modern 
the 

fc  "'  ''■  'iii 
a  'I  •■•  'uti  ; 
sid  V.  lUr  ! 
mo'i  ii!  "i 
scp.e  J  •  . 
tior       J) 

than  uthei 


THE  COMING  DI8A8TF.R. 

J  six  times  as  fast  as  the  population.  Prof.  Ely 

in  "Outlines  of  Economics,"  "One  of  the  best 

Titers  says,  in  speaking  of  Adam  Smith  and 

ling  revolution;  'there  were  dark  patches 

;  age,  but  we  now  approach  a  darker  period, 

..^  disastrous  and  terrible,  bi'caase,  side  by 

.  great  increase  of  wealth,  was  ..ecu  an  onor- 

•se  of  pauperism,  and  production  on  u  vast 

"  rr   : '    lienation  of  classes  and  degrada- 

•ny  of  producers.*  ". 

uys  believed  we  were  optimistic  rather 

and  we  hope  that  the  reader  will  not 


char  ,0  Ud  lu(>  st.ddenly  with  being  pessimistic,  as  we 
proceed  to  giv(  some  general  statements  concerning 
our  own  country  Our  nation  has  left  the  stage  of  be- 
ing an  imitator  and  a  copyist.  We  no  longer  look  to  the 
other  parts  of  the  world  for  examples  of  speculation. 
We  are  setting  the  pace  and  are  furnishing  some 
original  examples  of  graft  and  monopolistic  enter- 
prise. The  most  stupendous  trust  combinations  on  tho 
earth  have  been  formed  in  our  own  country,  and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  we  have  not,  until  recently,  gone  to 
the  lowest  level  in  our  winking  at  public  crime. 

We  are  a  country  of  millionaires  and  begj?ars,  and 
between  these  two  extremes  of  society,  there  is  a 
chasm  so  wide  that  no  power  under  our  present  sys- 
tem of  selfishness  and  private  greed  can  bridge  it. 
Along  with  this  abundant  wealth,  there  has  come  a 
luxury  that  is  not  only  terrible  but  ridiculous.  The 
extravagances  of  our  wealthy  people,  as  they  roll  in 
luxury,  has  created  a  sensation  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.  Thus  we  are  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
Eome,  and  our  orators  are  corafortmg  the  people  with 
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the  thought  that  there  can  bo  no  danger  as  long  as  wo 
are  a  Christian  nation.  We  answer  by  saying  that 
when  once  the  i>rinciples  of  Christianity  are  ignored 
by  the  legislatures  and  the  Congresi  of  our  country,  we 
are  no  longer  the  Christian  nation  that  we  ought  to 
be.  Tlie  only  bright  lights  of  this  country  are  the 
many  churches  that  are  clinging  to  the  plain  and 
simple  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ;  they  are  the  salt  of 
the  nation,  and  to  the  last  hour  of  our  national  exist- 
ence, they  will  raise  their  protest  against  the  political 
chicanery  and  the  general  dishonesty  so  prevalent 
amongst  us. 

Political  corruption  is  on  the  increase,  and  if  you 
trace  the  whole  situation  back  to  its  origin,  yon  will 
find  that  the  possession  of  great  wealth  by  a  limited 
number  of  people,  and  the  wild  efforts  of  others  to 
gain  wealth,  is  the  beginning  of  all  the  trouble. 

llow  long  will  we  suffer  under  these  threatening  con- 
ditions? Shall  we  go  to  the  last  analysis  and  reap 
the  last  bitter  fruit,  or  shall  we  welcome  the  light  of  a 
new  order  of  things  that  would  establish  a  safer 
equality  between  man  and  man,  giving  to  all  a  share 
of  the  natural  blessings  of  the  earth  and  the  product 
of  their  toil?  If  sue),  a  system  is  not  established,  and 
our  people  blindly  go  on  in  their  present  course,  wo 
will  open  our  eyes  when  it  is  too  late,  and  the  reaping 
tune  will  be  the  sorrowful  time. 
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The  illustration  on  the  opposite  page 
forcibly  portrays  two  of  the  great  evils 
that  are  helping  to  steer  Uncle  Sam  into 
the  awful  pit  of  National  Euin.  Perhaps 
Intemperance  is  the  most  blighting  of  all 
curses,  but  aside  from  this,  vice  is  closing 
the  moral  eyes  of  our  country  and  graft 
is  falsely  steering  the  automobile  of  state 
into  a  destruction  more  fearful  than  we 
imagine.  If  Uncle  Sam  will  throw  aside 
the  power  of  graft  and  throw  back  the 
evil  hands  of  vice  he  will  be  well  able  to 
go  on  at  his  rapid  pace  unharmed  and  un- 
conquered;  if  not,  he  will  come  to  the  sad 
end  which  is  buown  so  forcibly  in  the 
picture. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


If  we  ask  the  laboring  man,  "Why  are  the  wrongs 
you  suffer  not  righted?"  he  quickly  answers  that  the 
whole  fault  rests  with  the  employer  and  the  Monopo- 
lists. Some  would  place  the  responsibility  elsewhere. 
If  we  ask  the  wealthy  who  is  to  blame  for  the  human 
suffering  along  the  lines  heretofore  indicated,  they 
are  liable  to  place  much  of  the  blame  on  the  sufferers 
themselves;  they  will  tell  us  that  the  workingman  is 
far  in  advance  of  what  he  had  been  in  any  former 
period  of  the  world's  history,  and  that  no  matter  how 
much  is  done  for  him,  he  will  still  suffer  by  reason  of 
his  own  carelessness,  neglect  and  indifference. 

Let  us  take  a  sober  view  of  the  whole  situation,  and 
call  in  the  large  middle  class  as  witnesses.  First  of 
all,  let  us  persuade  you  to  lay  aside  prejudic;;  no 
mind  can  fonn  a  fair  decision  under  the  influence  of 
either  selfishness  or  prejudice.  If  you  can  forget  for  a 
moment  your  antipathy  toward  the  Monopolist,  I  shall 
then  declare  that  the  Monopolist  alone  is  not  to  blame 
for  the  present  condition  of  affairs.  Rightly  con- 
sidered, he  is  merely  a  result  of  the  present  social  sys- 
tem. The  Monopolist  has  taken  advantage  of  condi- 
tions; sad  to  say,  he  has  done  it  unfairly  at  times,  but, 
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nevertheless,  he  has  or,}^  ■ 

at  hand,  and  by  tk^o^ZTl  "'^  "PPortoitie, 
session  of  large  holding  t  ft.  ""'''""  P»«- 
whieh,  he  has  open-d  lhft»  ^  ^  ""anipulation  of 

'■"ale  the  great  majorUy  oTlh?.  i',"""*^  °''  "  '"■■«» 
™all  scale?    Are    herTnot  a  f      ''  "«  '■''''■«  ™  a 
Who  w,„t  .„^,  a  little  mor"  than  7  °"'°  ^^-^  '''«"«'' 
««•  the  regular  weight  when  tW    \''«^i"  measure 
n.ot  niake  the  best  poss^bfe  utLl',n„"^'"»'    »»  they 
vdmg  they  wish  t^    ave'  aad1„*  2"."  *^'«»'  P'" 
they  know  of  „ne  .afeX'.     ,  '  "  ""*"•  investing   if 
another  way,  wilTth^^TL  "  "tf "  *^°  ™»-  'han 
the  largest  return  f  ^''''P'  ""«  ™y  that  brings 

Pitii':olX"Sn  :r  f-^  ->«'  have  been 
they  are  con,pelW  IHo  busf;es^"'''"^P  »"-  -hlch 
o'ass  made  of  the  same  ktd  „.' '  ^'''''-   ^^  "'"•  "'  « 
nopohstsj    Do  they  Z  Zt        T?"  "^  'he  Mo- 
'a-'Sro  profits  where  th^y  Tn     ""I  ""''f  '"«'-«handise 
when  they  must  J    DoeTnt?'.?      ""*"  P^^ts  only 
nrge  them  on  m  a  wild  f ren  * t  ^""P^""^"  ^T^tem 
almighty  dollar  with  the  s.™  ^  f  '™^'  to  grasp  the 
magnate  grabs  a  miuTon!    r   '°  ""'"y  "'at  the  ^eat 
sparit  of  these  t^T^TJ^rt'^^'^^^r^t  doef  the 
graphed  before  the  omnisei™*  L      ''°"'  "«■•«  Photo- 
tice,  would  not  the  picTares  n„         '™  "''  *™«  Jus- 
many  men  are  there  within  thr'"  "'"'^  ""k*'  How 
ance,  who  would  refu!  t"ma  J*2?n^^/»''r  aequainr 
a  business  deal,  if  an  opp^rTuniiJl.  '*'''...•'':  *'""'»«>  hi 
■f  ftey  were  obliged  to  Sa,"  tfe  am  •''"'  ^^^  «'»" 
Now  as  we  have  asked  these  onlV-*""'^'''''''"'''''^' 
-I-n  yon  for  an  answer,  Zt'ltTbeT  ri"/:^ 
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thought  you  may  still  see  a  big  difiference,  but  the 
more  you  analyze  the  situation  the  more  you  will  find 
that  the  main  difference  is  because  the  one  deals  in 
big  money  and  the  other  in  little  money.  The  one 
has  "dvanced  a  number  of  degrees  farther  than  the 
other  in  the  same  frenzied  path,  and  you  pity  the 
poorer  fellow,  because  he  runs  up  against  a  rock  over 
which  he  thinks  he  cannot  climb,  and  you  cry  out 
"poor  wretch";  or,  perchance,  you  see  another  who 
utterly  fails  to  aake  any  progress,  owing  to  the  heavy 
weights  with  which  he  is  burdened,  and  he  sinks  down 
exhausted,  and  you  also  cry  out  "it  is  a  pity;"  and  on 
the  other  fellow  who  has  gone  to  the  farther  end  of 
the  same  path,  you  pour  out  your  righteous  indigna- 
tion or  vials  of  wrath.  Where  can  a  man  be  on  this 
mad  road  of  competition  and  have  your  approval? 

I  hear  another  one  answering,  "Well,  if  the  Mo- 
nopolist is  not  to  blame,  on  whom  can  the  blame  be 
placed?  Shall  we  place  it  on  the  poor  laborer?"  Let 
us  try  to  answer  that  question.  The  so-called  poor 
laborer  is  poor,  because  he  has  not  been  able  to  sur- 
vive in  the  great  struggle ;  or,  perchance,  he  has  never 
entered  the  field  of  competition,  except  '  >r  a  job.  IT(; 
may  be  unlettered  and  unlearned,  and  1  -i  been  forced 
by  circumstances  to  accept  the  mere  level  of  manual 
labor.  Either  from  lack  of  opportunity  or  desire,  he 
has  never  taught  his  mind  to  soar  into  the  lofty  and 
inspiring  region  of  the  philosophies  or  to  bask  in  the 
sunlight  and  warmth  of  the  fine  arts.  What  has  he  done 
to  make  his  condition  worse,  except  to  raise  no  protest 
to  the  arm  that  crushed  him?  Surely  the  blame  of  so- 
cial wretchedness  cannot  alone  be  placv  d  on  him.  He 
is  partly  responsible  for  some  of  his  own  suffering, 
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a  fearful  havoe  in  human  socTeTv»LZ      ™  T"*" 

sible  the  sa.l  eonditiorund  fwhich    '"nlTw  ""■ 
are     v  ng  todav    Priv.i^  ™-      i-  *™  women 

ties  has  fosteeT  the  spirit  oT«I?fiT  °'  ■"""'"  """• 

great  and  sma^^  pay  Ur  re"spl.s  1^  T"'  '"^ 
ing  of  thought  is'th'e  black  ^S':,  tl'  "a^'td  the" 
barren  life  it  prpnfoo  o«^  *    i.  *®'  ^°^  i^6 

a  great  Wt  Te  ex cepta?  t':''*.''"'  ""r""  ™*° 

There  are  many  who  thinlr  fJin    «« 
about  as  perfect  as  can  be"™^L  ""rr^*?"™'  '» 
give  reasonable  consider^^Hn!,  ?  ^*  '*  ^"*  '» 

lowing.    Why  shZld  it  h«  "  '"''"'™'  'o  ">«  •"»'- 

rf%rsSf?orM^™^"°^^^^^^^^^^^ 

fulfill  the  aw  of  ,,rZu'  '™  "?"'''  P^»™"  """J  «o 
ye  one  anothV^  'LX    -^  S  ml'^o"'  '^^'^ 
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dens  of  his  competitor,  he  will  place  upon  himself  a 
burden  too  heavy  to  bear.  One  of  the  saddest  com- 
ments we  heard  of  late  came  from  the  lips  of  a  man 
whom  we  believed  to  be  an  honest  Christian.  He  was 
in  busmess  and  was  successful.  One  day  he  said  to 
us:  "One  of  the  saddest  things  in  my  business  life  is 
that  when  I  am  succeeding  well  as  the  result  of  my 
own  push,  some  other  dealer  is  suflfering." 

if  humanity  is  to  step  out  of  bondage  into  reason- 
able liberty,  it  must  not  depend  upon  the  natural  evo- 
lution of  society,  for  if  the  workers  themselves  do  not 
make  a  positive  advance,  it  is  doubtful  if  our  Heaven 
on  Earth  will  ever  prevail  in  the  industrial  world. 
Thus  it  can  be  clearly  and  logically  seen  that  the  only 
way  of  escape  is  by  the  establishment  of  a  new  system 
of  economics,  by  which  all  the  people  will  receive  the 
full  product  of  their  labor,  and  each  person  be  com- 
pelled to  do  a  portion  of  the  work  and  mutually  share 
all  the  burdens  of  human  society.  The  outlines  of  this 
new  order  will  be  given  later  in  the  book. 

Just  how  long  we  must  suffer  under  the  present 
conditions  until  there  can  be  sufficient  sentiment 
created  to  bring  about  this  wonderful  change,  no  one 
can  exactly  predict. 
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IiborTInions 


I.— THE  BISE  OF  LABOR  UNIONS. 

In  the  earlier  chapters  of  this  book  we  considered 
tha  worker  as  he  passed  from  one  condition  to  an- 
other in  the  line  of  human  advancement.     We  first 
studied  him  as  a  slave,  enjoying  no  privileges  except 
those  of  an  ordinary  animal.     After  this  period  of 
slavery,  we  noted  that  the  worker  was  a  serf,— a  crea- 
ture held  to  the  soil,  half  bound  and  half  free.    Later 
he  became  a  wage-earner,  which  was  another  step 
higher  m  the  scale  of  progress.    On  this  higher  plane 
he  began  to  suffer  unexpectedly,  for  his  burdens  grew 
more  and  more  intolerable  under  the  pressure  of  com- 
petition and  as  a  result  of  the  use  of  machinery 

The  great  majority  of  writers  on  political  economy 
admit  that  the  laborer  of  the  present  age  is  suffering 
an  oppression  peculiar  to  our  time-  and  that  the  gen- 
eral influence  of  modem  life  and  . .  ditions  only  tend 
to  mcrease  the  oppression.  It  is  .  rtain  that  if  the 
laborer  had  remained  indifferent  to  his  welfare,  the 
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day  of  his  deliverance  would  yet  be  far  off;  but  for- 
tunately, the  oppressed  legions  nursed  the  aggrievetl 
feelings  of  their  common  humanity  and  began  to  mass 
together  for  mutual  rights. 

At  first  this  combining  of  workingmen  caused  un- 
usual alarm  in  the  ranks  of  capitalism,  and  conse- 
quently, England  passed  in  1800  severe  laws  forbid- 
ding workingmen  to  organize.  It  took  twenty-four 
years  of  suffering  and  martyrdom  on  the  part  of 
laborers,  before  these  laws  of  1800  were  repealed; 
but  the  prejudice  against  labor  unions  was  so  strong 
that  Prof.  Ely  tells  us  in  his  book  on  "The  Labor 
Movement  in  America,"  that  in  1831,  Stephen  Simp- 
son, of  Philadelphia,  had  occasion  to  say,  "If  mechan- 
ics combine  to  raise  their  wages,  the  laws  punish  them 
as  conspirators  against  the  good  of  society,  and  tho 
dungeon  awaits  them  as  it  does  the  robber.  But  the 
laws  have  made  it  a  just  and  meritorious  act  that 
capitalists  shall  combine  to  strip  the  laboring  man  of 
his  earnings,  and  reduce  him  to  a  dry  crust  and  a 
gourd  of  water." 

As  the  years  passed,  the  worker  and  his  rights  be- 
came more  and  more  recognized,  and  it  remained  for 
the  glorious  Nineteenth  Century  to  witness  the  worker 
entering  the  ranks  of  organized  labor.  This  is  a  mod- 
em phase  of  the  worker's  advancement,  and  no  doubt 
it  is  one  of  the  last  movements  before  the  final  vic- 
tory of  Labor  over  Capital  is  achieved.  With  the  ad- 
vent of  organized  labor,  the  army  of  employers  be- 
came more  and  more  suspicious,  and  they  feared  a 
sudden  precipitation  of  an  industrial  revolution,  and 
naturally,  their  antagonism  became  more  and  more 
intense.    At  the  same  time  the  workers  also  became 
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Trchr^  r  '  ^'^'^^^  that  the  advance  ground 
purchased  by  so  many  costly  sacrifices  should  never 
be  taken  from  them.  This  was  the  beginning  o7  a 
great  movement  that  will  not  have  its  end  u^m  some 
thoroughly  satisfactory  settlement  is  made  between 
the  two  contendmg  parties.  The  dawning  of  the  new 
era  has  thrown  its  light  upon  the  two  ireat  forces 
each  one  bemg  determined  to  win  the  day.  ' 

II.-THE  REIGN  OF  LABOR  UNIONS. 

The  first  world-wide  movement  among  workers  was 

organized  at  London  in  1864,  and  was  called   '*?he 

Inteniational  Workingmen's  Association."    Its  object 

was  to  advance  Labor  and  to  elevate  the  worker  to  a 

Ueneva  m  1866  and  from  that  year  on,  conventions 
have  been  he  d  in  different  countries.    The  history  o 

^ld7^Z'"^''"A  ''  "P^"*"  ^'^^  '^^^'^^  measures^and 
bold  efforts,  and  even  anarchistic  elements  were  asso- 
ciated directly  and  indirectly  with  the  organization 
Considering  the  United  States  alone,  the  first  great 

ton  Pr?""'?*  ^"%^"™  ^^^^^^  '^'''  *h«  Emancipa. 
tion  Proclamation.    It  seems  as  if  the  liberty  that  was 

given  to  4,000,000  slaves,  started  the  fires  of  indu  tda 

''Shr?fVV''f '''  ""^  accordingly,  in  1869.  the 
Knights  of  Labor"  was  organized  in  Philadelphia 

tllZ7T\'^ ""''''''''  ^^^  ^«^«^t«'  this  orgaS: 
tion  held  Its  first  general  assembly  in  1878  at  Reading 

tooi^trr'"'''  '*!"'  ^''"  represented.    This  union 
took  into  Its  grasp  the  skilled  and  unskilled  workers 

together,  and  secure  for  everybody  some  kind  of  a  Co- 
operative   Commonwealth,    as    indicated    by    their 
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declaration  of  principles  which  were  adopted  at  the 
Beading  Convention  us  follows : 

1.  ''The  organizing,  educating  and  directing  of  the 
power  of  the  industrial  masses.'* 

2.  ''The  true  standard  of  national  and  individual 
greatness  is  the  industrial  and  moral  worth,  and  not 
wealth." 

3.  "The  workers  should  have  the  full  enjoyment 
of  the  wealth  they  create." 

To  secure  these  aims,  this  young  and  thrifty  body 
demanded  the  establishment  of  a  bureau  of  labor  sta- 
tistics, and  the  prohibition  of  the  employment  of  chil- 
dren under  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and  the  abolition 
of  Ihe  convict  labor  system ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
urged  the  establishment  of  co-operative  institutions  as 
a  substitute  for  the  present  wage-system.  It  also 
started  the  movement  toward  the  eight  hour  day. 

The  Knights  of  Labor  profited  somowhat  by  the  Na- 
tional Labor  Union,  which  started  with  great  promise 
and  ran  its  career  from  1866  to  1872,  when  it  was 
wrecked  by  running  on  the  reef  of  politics.  Still  on- 
ward moved  the  Knights  of  Labor,  fighting  the  trades 
unions  because  they  diflFered  in  the  plan  and  scope  of 
their  work.  When  the  Knights  held  their  general  as- 
sembly in  1886,  the  delegates  reported  a  total  member- 
ship of  300,000,  but  owing  to  certain  differences  that 
arose,  there  was  a  split  at  that  time,  and  the  greatest 
labor  organization  of  the  world  had  its  origin  in  the 
formation  of  "The  American  Federation  of  Labor," 
organized  December  8th,  1886.  From  this  time  on- 
ward, the  mother  gradually  died  a  natural  death,  and 
the  child  waxed  strong.  This  great  organization  ac- 
cording to  Encyclopedia  Americana  has  for  its  objects : 
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trie  -d'.ar^mr^i./T"'"'  <"  '-' 
Md  combination  otZbCL    ^  °'°''"'  'adoration 

in  the  interest  of  the  worki^  1'  '"  T"  '<««'alion 
2     ««T»,«      *  .,.*,*^*'«ing  masses." 
-i-       The  establishment  of  nafiVmoi       j   . 

lonal  trade-unions,  based  u, Jn  a  1 S  '°-''"''^' 

the  autonomy  of  each  trade  -  etc  ''^*^«^»tion  of 

ternatilt^ltrr^^^on^^^^^^^^^^  1«"  -^--^  -d  in- 
and  -'the  sale  of  Ton  iat  ^^^^  ZT^'"''  ^^'^'" 
tional  legislation  in  the  intTrest^  /h  *?  •'"""'"  °«- 
and  influence  public  odS  H  ^  '"^^^"'^^  P^^P^e. 
methods  in  favour  o^orri::,?^^^^^^^^^       and  legal 

America."  ""^  "^courage   the  labor  press   of 

^^^nTnZlr^^^^^  its  grasp  i. 

of  over  2,000,000  '  '^P^«««°tmg  a  membership 

mane  spirit  by  efforts  fohL^?  ^^"^^  P"°^^  ^^^ir  hu- 
of  their  ranks'  t::'^':^^':  D t  T'  ^ ^^"°^*« 
dent  m  Great  Britain:  -DuW  fh? .  '  "*^'  ^°  '^^i' 
began  with  1890,  one  hnm?!'^^^  ®,*^°  ^^^^^  ^^ich 
tributed  among  the  disabTe^  fh  ®°^"'^  "°i«"«  <ii«- 
the  needy,  $45,000,000    •.'.^^^'"P^^^^^ated  and 

element  of  uncertainty  in  th^^tT^  If'  ^''^e^^r,  an 

ments.  The  funds  which  ar^i^tbA  ^""'^'^^^  arrange- 

jre  all  liable  to  be  taken  7or  Se  If  T""^  "^  *^^  ^^^^ 

•    •    They  are  contnw!!l?*^°^°'®o^  strikes. 

Aside  from  the  tradp"-       "^^^  *^**  i"*^"*-" 

workers,  the  Patro^f  ^l  HnT  !f  *^  ^"^^^^ations  of 

Fanner's  Alliance  Llndu^^^^^^^^^  *^^  ^«t-°a^ 

"  xnaustnal  Union  were  early  in 
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the  field.  The  latter  becamo  aggressive  in  politics  und 
hoped  to  sweep  the  country  and  carry  it  with  the 
"Populist"  party. 

There  have  also  been  and  are  still  in  existence,  many 
independent  Labor  Unions,  each  one  striving  to  defend 
Its  members  Trom  injustice  and  win  for  them  better 
conditions,  it  is  impossible  to  describe  the  many 
branches  of  the  Labor  forces;  they  are  marching  to- 
ward victory  by  the  legions. 

Thix  w;de.=!pread  awakening  is  by  far  the  most  for- 
midable uprising  since  tluj  creation  of  man,  and  just 
what  the  or.tconi-  \wll  be,  no  one  can  i)redict.  It  is  to 
be  hoperl  tiiat  such  an  army  wiil  be  guided  by  love,  pa- 
tience au  I  jusfioe,  in  t'.eir  onward  marches  to  secure 
what  they  consider  to  be  their  rights. 

Whether  or  not  labor  unions  are  helpful,  ^\  "II  be  con- 
sidered in  the  next  chapter. 
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men  believe  that  tr,^.  ,    '    ■       ""^  question.    Some 

done,  and  that  therSitC-n°°  ¥'««'P°««»  have 

blow  from  the  immon  p'el'S^  "^IZTv'''"^'^''' 
poliCT  is  the  irin«t  ^ffT.    ."^       Others  selieve  that  this 

rights.  ''  "^""'«'  *°  '"^"^  fo'  the  worker  his 

beftoT;  AntS  ^trj;  """^^  '"  ««'  »-- 

taken  a  carefnl  v?»i  „f        Commission,  after  he  had 
tide  on  t  re^ubjeetTrol  wfT"^  '=">"'  ^'°''  "■"  «■- 

'•So,  above  a.  thtSle   tI7""'''-'''-^"''"^^  = 
turn  its  attention  to  Sittai  ^M^^  ""?"™  *""'" 
this  party  or  that  bnt  w.  j  .?      "•  ""'  "M^sarilv 
industrial  chantes  of  h"?  m*""  '"J"'"""  '"' ''"'  ""d 
tbe  e-id  natnrT,:::  tsT^pr^^Jl. "  ""  '"'^-    ^"  " 
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"The  energy  now  directed  toward  simply  organizing 
men  and  seeking  to  better  their  condition  by  raising 
wages,  must  be  more  largely  turned  towards  the  po- 
litical and  economic  questions  of  the  day  upon  which 
labor,  capital  and  wages  depend." 

There  are  some  people  who  are  narrow  enough  to  ad- 
vise that  all  Labor  organizations  should  be  stamped 
out  of  eixstence,  just  because  a  few  rash  things  have 
been  done  by  some  of  their  members.  We  must  look 
at  this  matter  fairly.  The  surprise  is  that  there  has 
been  so  much  deliberation  and  coolness  on  the  part  of 
the  uprising  millions,  who  have  had  their  eyes  opened 
to  see  that  they  are  being  robbed  and  cruelly  crushed. 
That  the  spirit  of  mob  violence  has  been  largely  ab- 
sent, and  the  fires  of  insurrection  have  been  held  un- 
der control,  is  one  of  the  miracles  of  the  age. 

I.-OBJECTIONS  TO  LABOR  UNIONS. 

There  are  many  objections  filed  to  the  methods  of 
Labor  Unions,  and  some  of  these  objections  have  a 
good  foundation.  It  would  hardly  be  possible  that  the 
practical  workings  of  all  the  laws  and  regulations  of 
such  large  bodies  would  be  blameless.  It  is  a  common 
saying  that  you  must  fight  fire  with  fire,  or  in  our  own 
words,  you  must  fight  destruction  with  destruc- 
tion. This  is  not  a  thing  to  recommend;  we  are  simply 
explaining  conditions  as  we  find  them  in  the  attitude 
of  certain  labor  organizations.  Let  us  consider  for 
example  the  manner  in  which  the  unions  have  treated 
employers  in  some  instances.  They  have  forced  them 
by  strikes  or  boycotts  into  a  most  humiliating  condi- 
tion, and  then  dictated  terms,  telling  the  employer 
11 
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how  he  must  run  his  business  and  what  wages  he  must 
m,  if  he  wishes  to  use  union  mpn     tu7  ? 

dozen  m»,  he  would  noUhLktt  r^htl^'h"""^  ''"'^  " 
polled  to  consult  his  men  regarl^^hV!  '^  """■ 

nor  of  their  wort     h„     "k^™""!?  the  time  and  man- 

ought  to  ta^w  bettfr  Z  ",  ""l"""^  ""■"'  «»«"  h» 
™nted  a  pSce  of  wlrW  d^  ".  ""u"^  ""■■'  "'"'■'  h« 
i3  well  too™  that  unl^'  ""'  '""'  ''"""<1  "o  "  I' 
selves  offe^ve  bv  h  ^  f"'*'™''^  -"ake  them- 

ployers  Even^oIinZ"'"'*  ^"■""°"  '"  '^''^  <"- 
things  are  wrong  bJTr  '^,'''  u"""  ""'"'  "^  «>«'« 
treme  measures  mus  f^f  '"P'!"  ''^'  ^^^^S  "^M  ex- 
that  the  «n  onfinTLl''  ';i;^f  *»«.  «» *"'"=^-  "■"> 
and  are  doing  e.trl^^th^^'  ""'  "«"'='  "^'^  "o-. 

ing  thf  liSrtTe:  0?^^"  '""  "'"™«'  ^^  "J-'^^" 
against  their  o^pri,^"™',  <"""?<"""«  tk^m  to  Jo 
with  a  hard  law  of'th  t ion    ?.' ."  T""  '"  "'"^''^ 
pened  that  union  menTv^  ^  -?"'  f'-^I-ently  han- 
against  their  natural  Lfinrts  ZZ  '"T"*"^  '"  «" 
an  employer  whom  th"  lo,^!,'     ^  T^  """"^'"S  *"■• 
they  had  been  working  Vormanvl ''  ''•*°''  """^ 
rumors  or  facts  ^ave  eririL^.  ^i^      f" '  •'""  '^-^"^^ 
lated  the  rules  of    he  «nt  "'  ""*  '"Ployer  vto- 

important  matte"  Ther°  "^  "''""'  '^*«'  "  ™re 
suits  that  have  follow^  InT,  '""f  "^  ""^  Painful  rn- 
U»ion  regulation  'arrla^ed'  ™'°^^™»'  "f  ^^abor 
the  large  armv  of  orfinarl  k  ""  °"''  *"  antagonize 
■mi'-as,  than  an^hi^g  ehe  '''  °"^''  ^^°^'  th" 
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Another  requirement  of  certain  trades  unions  to 
which  objection  is  made,  is  the  limiting  of  apprentice- 
ship. The  followir.g  letter  from  Ohio  to  one  of  the 
large  papers  of  New  York  City,  illustrates  the  evil 
working  of  the  law. 

"To  iny  mind,  the  action  of  Labor  Unions  in  prevent- 
ing bays  from  learning  any  trade  they  choose,  is  hurt- 
ful and  hateful  to  an  extreme  degree.  Any  boy  can 
learn  to  be  a  farmer,  or  a  clerk,  or  a  reporter,'  or  a 
doctor,  lawyer,  or  priest,  without  leave  or  license  from 
any  one,  but  h-  cannot  learn  certain  trades  without  the 
permission  of  a  Labor  Union.  A  union  of  doctors  or 
school  teachers  or  lawyers  who  und«rrtook  to  prevent 
any  hoy  from  learning  to  earn  his  livelihood  in  these 
professions,  wrmld  be  denounced. 

''Can  you  give  good  reasons  whv  the  actions  of 
Labor  Umom.  in  prevf^ting  any  boy  from  learning 
any  trade  is  not  hideously  hateful  and  un-Araerican 
and  ought  not  to  be  detested  and  despised  bv  every 
free  citizen  of  this  '^ountry. 

"I  would  like  to  read  one  of  your  editorials  on  this 
aspect  of  labor  'miouism,  which  seems  to  me  to  be 
i»iiimg  less  than  infernal  m  its  malice  and  mean- 
°*^-",  .  "Martin  Cross." 

^kmg  at  the  surface  of  things  the  above  limita- 
ticai  looks  like  an  unfair  and  unreasonable  practice  or 
denand  on  the  part  of  any  Labor  Union.  The  onlv  wav 
to -pass  an  opmion  upon  anything  of  this  kind,  is  to  get 
th«  reason  that  the  union  had  for  making  such  pro- 
J^mms  or  passing  such  laws.  The  union  claims  that 
It  too  many  boys  learn  a  certain  kind  of  trade,  there 
^^not  be  employment  enough  for  them  after  their 
l^=s  io  ieamrti,  and  therefore,  thev  will  not  be  alon- 
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in  their  suffering,  but  also  the  men  who  have  already- 
learned  this  trade  and  are  depending  upon  it  for  a 
livelihood  will  suffer  as  well.  It  is  therefore  con- 
sidered better  to  limit  the  number  of  persons  who 
shall  enter  apprenticeship,  than  to  allow  an  unlimited 
number  to  enter  and  share  the  disadvantages  that 
must  inevitably  follow.  This  is  the  position  of  the 
union,  and  there  is  a  great  amount  of  truth  and  justice 
in  its  position,  even  though  it  looks  like  an  un-American 
spirit.  With  the  advance  in  education,  there  are  now 
hundreds  of  boys,  where  formerly  there  were  ten,  who 
are  capable  of  going  into  the  better  trades,  and  there- 
fore, the  apparently  hard  measure  of  limiting  appren- 
ticeship had  its  origin  in  trying  to  check  the  flood  of 
applicants. 

To  all  questions  of  this  kmd  there  are  clearly  two 
sides.  Consider  for  a  moment  the  question  of  doctors, 
physicians  and  lawyers.  Is  it  not  true  that  under  our 
present  system  of  unlimited  apprenticeship  there  are 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  professional  men  who 
fail  just  because  of  their  great  struggle  against  un- 
limited competition?  It  might  be  sensible  after  all, 
if  the  state  would  place  some  kind  of  limitation  at  the 
ooor  of  entrance  to  the  professional  life,  because  the 
more  we  have  in  the  fiold,  the  more  each  one  must 
struggle  to  make  a  fortune ;  and,  therefore,  there  is  a 
strong  feeling  that  the  general  public  will  be  imi)osed 
upon  in  more  ways  than  one. 

Labor  organizations  are  also  looked  upon  with  fear 
and  trembling  by  many  great  thinkers,  who  declare 
that  in  the  end  they  will  do  more  harm  than  good.  It 
is  argued  that  when  they  will  be  noerjpd  most,  thev 
will  be  in  their  weakest  form.    Statistics  show  us  that 
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according  to  the  reports  of  the  census  of  1890  and  1900, 
and  the  eighteenth  annual  report  of  the  Department 
of  Labor,  the  army  of  the  unemployed  is  steadily 
growing  larger.  In  1890  when  a  large  percentage  of 
the  working  population  was  steadily  employed 
throughout  the  year,  there  was  a  great  boom  in 
trades'  organizations.  In  1900,  when  the  anny  of  the 
unemployed  was  almost  20  per  cent,  larger,  the  unions 
experienced  greater  difficulty  in  holding  their  men 
together. 

We  have  given  a  few  chilling  facts  so  as  to  enable 
one  to  look  more  thoroughly  at  the  two  sides  of  the 
question.  Briefly  stated,  it  can  be  said  that  the  mis- 
sion of  Labor  Unions  is  to  open  the  way  for  the  last 
movement  against  Monopoly.  In  itself  it  will  not 
strike  the  final  blow,  but  will  give  way  in  due  time  to 
the  irresistible  march  of  coming  events  that  will  ac- 
complish the  victory. 

II.~BENEFITS  OF  LABOR  UNIONS. 


-3 


After  an  unprejudiced  person  has  presented  all  pos- 
sible objections  to  Labor  Unions,  he  is  still  convinced 
that  their  benefits  far  outweigh  the  valid  objections 
ofFered  to  them,  and  that  the  entire  movement  of 
trades  unions  has  been  one  of  the  most  powerful  agen- 
cies of  modem  times  to  advance  the  cause  of  the  work- 
ingmen.  Organization  has  been  the  order  of  the  day 
for  some  time  past.  AH  classes  of  professional  men 
meet  in  Congresses.  Concerted  action  has  brought 
soiontifio  investigators  together,  and  great  things  are 
being  done  by  these  combinations.  It  was  in  such  an 
atmosphere  as  this,  that  organized  Labor  had  its  birth, 
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and  Its  marvelous  growth,  ^^'ith  all  its  r.vils  and  weak 
nesses,  it  will  be  looked  upon  in  after  ages  as  oleof 
the  most  potent  factors  in  checking  the  greedv  ad 
vanees  of  Monopoly.    It  will  also  he  lookeTupon  as 
the  most  sensible  method  of  getting  the  hearts  of  mS 
hons  of  common  workers  to  beat  in  sympathy  with  one 

TrtiLi' ^tf  *'^^'  ^'^  '"^"^^  hito'rtt  win :: 

more  blessings  than  curses,  more  good  than  evil  more 
of  the  uplifting  than  the  degrading.  '  ^'' 

question  '' What^  l"'  ^  "'T^^'  ^°^  «^^  ^^"^^^^^  the 
question,      What  equal  or  better  means  could  hflv« 

tent  among  workers,  and  the  most  natural  and  effS 
method  of  reaching  the  desired  end  enective 

Cborl-  ^  "''''''^'"'    ^°"^"^^°t   of   organized 

method  nfV7  '°  ^^"^"^  ^?°°^y  ^n^tead  of  the  old  time 
method  of   'company  script  and  company  stores." 

nrnVK   •     %  ''"  ^^strumental  in  having  laws  passed 
proLibitmg  foreign  contract  labor  ^ 

Can  you  remember  the  state  of  affairs  before  th^se 
aws  were  enacted?     It  was  an  easy  thing  ^or  con 
tractors    to    employ   agents    to    bring   forfi.^^Brs T' 
America  m  hosts,  so  that  many  en  honest  A  nf/' 
workingman  was  compelled  to  b^  iltT.^tZZl 
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suffer  from  threatening  starvation.    Modem  restric- 
tions have  somewhat  remedied  this  evil. 

3.  It  has  compelled  the  passage  of  sanitar>'  laws, 
requiring  employers  to  keep  their  workshops  and  fac- 
tories in  a  healthy  condition. 

4.  It  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  abolishing 
child  labor,  white  slavery  and  the  sweatiug  system. 
These  subjects  are  considered  elsewhere  in  the  book. 

5.  It  has  accomplished  a  reduction  in  the  hours 
that  constitute  a  day's  work. 

This  has  not  been  as  generally  adopted  as  some  of 
the  other  provisions,  but  warm  agitations  are  prevail- 
ing everywhere  to  gain  this  end.  More  will  be  said  on 
this  point  in  the  next  chapter  under  the  section: 
"Benefits  of  strikes." 

6.  Wages  have  increased  materially. 

There  is  no  question  on  this  point;  but  of  what  bene- 
fit are  large  wages  if  the  cost  of  living  is  more  than 
relatively  increased!  Here  is  the  hardest  rub  of  the 
whole  question.  The  Labor  Unions  have  no  way  under 
our  present  system  of  controlling  the  cost  of  living. 
If  it  could  double  the  price  of  present  wages,  no  one 
knows  but  that  the  cost  of  living  would  be  tripled.  The 
laboring  masses  cannot  get  ahead  of  Monopoly  under 
free  and  unlimited  competition.  The  latter  part  of 
this  book  will  discuss  this  phase  of  the  question  more 
thoroughly. 

7.  It  has  shown  the  public  more  clearly  than  any 
other  agency  the  evils  and  dangers  of  Trusts. 

The  above  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  achievem  nts 
of  organized  Labor.  Let  no  one  be  inconsiderate 
enough  to  pass  a  wholesale  condemuation  on  the  gen- 
eral work  and  methods  of  this  large  industrial  army, 
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Without  taking  some  time  to  study  the  bright  side  of 
the  question.  Humanity  has  been  saved  from  what 
would  have  been  its  worst  form  of  slavery  by  the  ener- 
getic efforts  of  trades  unions.    If  we  look  at  the  unfair 

thlT  t  /T°'  ""^  ''^^'^^y  «*  t^«  P'-esent  time 
when  the  hand  of  greed  is  partly  checked,  we  get  a 
famt  glimpse  of  what  would  have  existed  under  the 
fun  sweep  of  tyranny  and  merciless  oppression. 

nn^*'•'^^M,"u  ^'''''"  appreciate  the  good  that  has  been 
and  IS  still  being  accomplished  by  organized  Labor, 
which  in  Itself  will  not  strike  the  final  blow  agains 
Monopoly.    It  will  no  doubt  finally  give  way  to  the 

S' !!;    '  f''''  'i  ""f'"'''  P^"^^  manipulated  by  the 
hosts  of  Labor,  and  thus  the  great  victory  will  be  won 
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We  have  in  the  previous  chapter  described  the  gen- 
eral conditions  of  the  Capital  and  l^alior  warfare. 
The  discontent  among  workingmen  and  the  greedy  ad- 
vances of  Monopoly  demand  an  adequate  remedy,  and 
many  have  been  propt^wed.  In  this  chapter  we  will 
consider  the  remedies  that  we  believe  to  be  rash  in 
their  nature.  There  has  been  much  ignorant  ;  •ikiuiir 
in  the  dark  by  would-be  reformers,  and  soi.  •  -  .vf  tueso 
leaders  of  rash  movements  have  surely  done  .souu' 
good,  even  though  their  pet  schemes  failed. 

There  are  some  remedies  given  in  this  chapter  thnt 
have  been  powerful  factors  in  awakening  ]  iblic 
thought,  and  calling  its  attention  to  the  wrongs  that 
are  being  perpetrated  against  the  proletariat. 
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RASH  BEMEDIES. 

I.— ANARCHY. 


Anarchy  has  couu>  to  bo  <  synonym  for  terror,  reck- 
lessness and  Oodlessness,  with  fanaticism  for  its  guide 
and  dynamite  for  its  weapon.  A  disease  is  judged  by  its 
worst  symptoms,  and  so  indeed  anarc'.y  is  judged  more 
jy  Its  evil  fruits  than  by  the  teachiii-s  jf  its  literary  ad- 
vocates,    norms  of  the  movement  started  centuries 
ago,  and  later  developments  brought  to  light  at  least 
hve  schools  of  anarchists,-the  evolutionary,  revolu- 
tionary,  communistic,    mdivi.lualistic   and    reformed 
These  different  branches  all  agree  in  their  attitude  to- 
warv   governrrent.    "Dowr.  with  the  state,"  is  their 
cry.    A  few  definitions  of  anarchy  will  serve  to  set 
forth  its  aims  more  clearly.    Tlie  leading  anarchist  of 
France,  Elisco  Recluse,  savs,  "Our  object  is  to  live 
without  government  and  without  law."  Benjamin  R 
Tucker,  one  of  the  foremost  American  exponents  of 
anarchy,  gave  the  following  defiiii^^on  in  a  letter  writ- 
ten   to    Liiat    noted    reformer,    Wilbur    F.    Crafts- 
"Anarchy  is  a  state  of  society  where  there  is  no  gov- 
ernment.    Anarchists  deny  government,  'coercion  of 
the  non-evasivo  individual.'     Anarchists  oppose  any 
form  of  iiK^ustrial  administration  evolving  such  coer- 
cion.   Anarchists  as  anarchists  neither  oppose  or  fa- 
vor any  other  fonns  of  administration." 

According  to  the  Encyclopedia  Americana,  Prince 
Kropotkin,  the  famous  Russian  anarchist,  declares 
that  "no  cause  for  liti-ation  would  arise  after  we  had 
abolished  the  present  system  of  class  privilege  and 
unjust  distribution  of  the  wealth  produ  ed  by  labor- 
that  creation  fosters  crime."    He  also  explains   "We 
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are  nurtured  from  our  birth  to  believe  that  wo  must 
have  government.  Yet  the  history  of  man  proves  the 
contrary.  When  small  boilies  or  parts  of  humanity 
broke  do\ni  the  powers  of  their  rulers  and  reHumed 
some  parts  of  their  ordained  freedom,  these  were  al- 
ways epochs  of  the  greatest  progress,  economically 
and  intellectually,  in  the  direct  ratio  to  the  freedom 
of  the  individual  who  advances." 

The  evolutionary  anarchists  believe  that  no  force 
should  be  used,  indeed  they  are  radically  opposed  to 
violent  measures.  They  argue  that  society  will  finally, 
by  its  own  corruption,  go  to  pieces,  and  by  this  natural 
evolution,  the  theory  of  anarchism  will  be  vindicated. 
Such  men  as  Tucker,  Yarrow  and  others  have 
fathered  this  belief.  No  doubt  this  school  is  sincere 
in  its  teachings,  but  we  fear  it  will  wait  a  long  while 
before  all  law  w^ill  be  abolished. 

The  revolutionary  anarchists  are  those  who  be- 
came impatient  at  the  slow  march  of  evolution,  and, 
wishing  to  help  their  cause  along,  adopted  more  vio- 
lent measures.  The  main  leader  of  this  school 
was  Bakunin.  He  was  nursed  on  the  milk  of 
infidelity,  and  being  fired  with  impatient  zeal,  he 
advocated  the  taking  of  the  fort  by  storm,  and  hoped 
to  arouse  the  common  populace  to  such  an  extent  that 
they  would  tear  down  all  the  existing  forms  of  human 
government.  He  kindled  the  fires  of  obnoxious  an 
achy,  and  from  his  pen  flew  fire  brands  of  revolution. 
This  was  tho  beginning  of  the  most  terrible  epoch  of 
anarchy  that  the  world  has  ever  seen,  and  it  has  not 
yet  seen  its  <  nd,  although  the  weakness  and  futility 
of  its  course  has  been  fully  demonstrated. 
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As  the  outgrowth  of  these  revolutionary  measures, 
all  the  kings  and  queens  of  Europe  were  trembling  on 
their  thrones  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury.   As  the  outcome  of  the  widespread  plots,  Presi- 
dent Camot  of  France  was  assassinated  in  1894;  the 
Empress  Elizabeth  of  Austria  in  1898;  Kin^^  Humbert 
of  Italy,  in   1900;  and  President  McKinley  of  the 
United  States  in  1901.    Other  attempts  were  made  on 
the  lives  of  kings  and  queens  during  the  same  period, 
as  the  outgrowth  of  the  same  movement.    The  French 
Chamber  of  Deputies  was  horrified  in  1893  by  the 
sudden  bursting  of  a  bomb  in  their  midst.    We  have 
not  forgotten  the  Haj-market  tragedy  of  1886  in  Chi- 
cago.   These  violent  measures  have  done  more  to  kill 
the  cause  of  anarchy  than  all  other  things  combined. 
The  most  oppressed  workers  who  enjoy  any  kind  of 
liberties,  resent  the  bomb  method  of  expressing  their 
protest  agamst  the  government.  Who  would  want  to 
live  under  a  government,  or  in  any  society,  that  has 
been  forced  upon  us  by  the  spirit  of  the  bomb  thrower  ? 
buch  men  usually  want  full  license,  and  some  have 
been  bold  enough  to  declare  that  they  believe  in  fre^ 
lust  and  free  love.    This  barnyard  policy  would  ex- 
actly agree  with  some  of  the  lowest  scum  of  society 
but  the  most  untutored  who  glory  in  their  decency' 
can  easily  see  that  unbounded  liberty  to  everj^body 
would  bring  us  into  a  chaos  out  of  which  we  could  only 
come  again  by  the  resort  to  rigid  law  and  custom. 
One  of  the  most  hopeful  signs  of  the  times  is,  that  the 
revolutionary  anarchists  have  good  sense  enou^^h  to 
see  that  violent  measures  are  a  failure,  and  many  of 
them  are  falling  into  the  schools  of  communionism 
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and  individualism.  Joliann  Most  of  the  United 
States,  and  Cliarles  Mj  lat(K  of  France,  and  Enrico 
Malatesta  of  Italy  are  leading  revolutionists  in  their 
owTi  countries. 

Acco/diui?  to  Joseph  Dana  Millier,  we  learn  that 
F.  J.  Proudhou  was  the  father  of  individualistic  an- 
archism. His  writings  have  had  a  magical  effect,  and 
have  been  foundation  stones  on  which  others  have 
built,  i  fo  spent  a  great  part  of  his  life  trj'ing  to  prove 
that  "property  is  robbery." 

After  taking  a  sober  glance  at  the  prmcipal  part 
of  the  field  of  anarchy,  studying  its  origin  and  its  pro- 
mulgation, we  will  now  summarize  its  teachings. 

1- — Law  and  Government  are  Invasive. 

This  means  that  they  are  purely  unnecessary,  and 
have  been  pushed  upon  society  through  injurious 
methods,  and  serve  only  to  destroy  the  welfare  of 
individuals. 


2-— It  Hopes  to  Give  the  Individual  Free  and 
Natural  LiiBERTY. 

Rev.  E.  H.  Kistler,  A.  M.,  in  "The  Evangelical"  of 
August  11,  1897,  puts  these  words  in  the  mouth  of  rhe 
anarchist:  "Let  US  give  wild  rein  to  OUR  passions 
and  lusts;  that  is  better  than  letting  the  others  do  it." 
In  another  brief  word  picture  he  says  concerning 
Anarchy:  "It  is  a  plea  for  the  under-dog  to  be  lifted 
on  top,  and  to  be  even  more  bloodthirsty  than  the 
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present  top-dog."    This  cry  of  personal  liberty   ac- 

lus    and  appetite,  and  such  liberty  can  only  be  found 
m  the  solitude  of  the  wilderness.'   The  same  aut^r 
endeavors  to  show  that  even  in  isolated  communities 
absolute  liberty  is  not  possible,  and  that  each  one  owes 
to  his  fellows  a  certain  regard  and  respect  which 
means    that  he  must  at  times  make  sacrifices  for  the 
sake  of  others     It  is  hardly  thinkable  that  men  of 
knowledge  would  advocate  such  measures.   Law  and 
custom  grow  out  of  necessity,  and  if  we  could  start  the 
human  race  over  again,  the  same  evolution  would 
come  about     We  also  learn  from  Divine  authority  that 
man  needs  to  be  under  law  as  well  as  mider  grace;  and 
mdeed  when  he  is  under  grace  he  is  most  thoroughly 
under  law,  which  reigns  from  begmning  to  end.    As  to 
the  purity  and  justice  of  human  enactments,  we  have 
nothing  to  say  at  this  time. 


S.—Anabcht  Aims  to  Overthrow  All  Existino 
Government. 


M 


This  third  condition  is  the  natural  result  of  the 
other  two,  and  is  a  means  whereby  the  first  two  named 
purposes  may  be  accomplished.  The  tearing  down  of 
government,  without  offering  anything  to  take  its 
place,  IS  a  most  revolting  suggestion.  The  resort  to 
such  anarchy  is  always  a  backward  step,  putting  off  the 
day  of  deliverance.  All  reformers  must  learn  beyond 
the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  that  anarchy  is  a  death  blow  to 
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liberty,  and  is  as  poisonous  to  society  as  arsenic  is  to 
tile  stomach. 

In  tile  coming  ab-es  when  Labor  shall  have  won  its 
conflict  over  Capital,  and  when  the  fruits  of  human  toil 
will  be  equitably  distributed,  no  doubt  the  work  of  the 
more  temperate  anarchists  will  be  praised  because  of 
what  they  accomplished  in  awakening  society  and 
arousing  the  masses  against  the  oppressions  under 
which  they  suffered. 

Finally,  we  will  say  with  the  great  mass  of  working- 
men,  that  anarchy  is  a  rash  remedy  and  is  one  from 
which  we  must  turn  in  order  to  find  the  best  solution 
of  labor  troubles. 


II.— NUHLISM. 

What  anarchy  is  to  the  other  nations,  nihilism  is  to 
Russia.  It  is  the  name  given  to  a  class  of  people  who 
were  organized  in  the  early  part  of  the  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury in  Russia  for  the  purpose  of  lifting  the  slaves 
from  their  miserable  condition  and  introducing  a  con- 
stitutional form  of  government.  This  early  revolt  was 
quelled  and  its  leaders  executed.  Several  times  during 
the  Nmeteenth  Century,  similar  organizations  were  of- 

3ted,  mostly  in  secret,  and  frequently  their  plots  were 
exposed  and  their  leaders  either  killed,  executed  or 
banished.  But  liberty  like  "truth,  crushed  to  earth, 
will  rise  again,"  and  so  the  advocates  of  reform  could 
not  be  crushed  out.  Although  they  were  executed  and 
punished,  yet  new  followers  ever  sprang  up  to  push 
on  the  cause  of  human  liberty. 

There  were  tbrongh  the  years,  certain  radicals  who 
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used  violent  measures,  such  as  were  adopted  by  the 
revolutionary  anarchists.  Th  se  have  sent  terror  to 
the  ruU'r.s  of  Kussia  from  time  to  time. 

No  doubt,  out  of  this  warring  movement,  the  great 
l.aders  of  refonn  will  finally  gain  the  purpose  for 
which  they  are  struggling.  Although  nihilism  is  to  be 
condenmed  for  its  severe  measures,  yet  it  is  one  of  the 
brutal  agencies  that  has  caused  a  great  awakening  in 
that  country,  and  is  itself  the  effect  of  the  grinding 
conditions  of  Church  and  State  in  Russia.  We  turn 
from  nihilism,  because  we  do  not  find  in  it  any  better 
solution  of  the  social  question  than  we  find  in  anarchy. 
The  great  difficulty  with  anarchy  and  nihilism  is  that 
God  is  left  out  of  the  plan.  They  are  atheistic  in  their 
movements,  and  woe  betide  any  community  or  country 
that  comes  under  the  reign  of  lawlessness  and  God- 
lessness. 


III.— INSURRECTION  AND  REVOLUTION. 

fn  some  respects  the  revolutionists  and  insurrec- 
tionists partake  of  the  spirit  of  anarchy.  The  history 
of  the  world  gives  us  many  examples  of  these  two  fire- 
brand methods  of  reform.  Popular  discontent  and  dis- 
satisfaction with  government  have  often  expressed 
themselves  by  an  organized  mob  rush'jg  upon  the  cen- 
tral government,  and  attempting  to  overthrow  the  old 
to  establish  some  new  and  perhaps  more  dangerous 
reign.  It  has  only  been  a  generation  ago  since  the 
revolutionary  spirit  asserted  itself  in  France  in  what 
IS  commonly  known  as,  "The  Rising  of  the  Commune 
of  Pans."    This  was  a  sudden  and  fanatical  effort  on 
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the  part  of  the  connnon  people  who  foiuul  tlicmsclv.'s 
in  possession  of  fire-arms  after  tlie  siege  ol'  tlie  (iw- 
mans.  The  insurrection  lasted  ten  weeks,  l)etwi>eu  tli  ■ 
forces  of  the  Communes  and  a  large  army  of  the  ecu 
tral  government,  during  which  time  5(),()<)()  of  tl'->  ("oni- 
munists  were  killed  and  taken  j)risoners. 

The  revolutionary  spirit  of  John  IJrown  wjio,  with 
good  intentions,  sought  to  lil)erate  th(3  slaves,  is  still 
remembered  by  those  who  have  survive<l  the  war  times. 

It  must  be  acknowledged  that  revolutionary  meas- 
ures have  often  proved  to  be  a  blessing.  The  move 
ment  under  Cromwell  in  England,  and  the  action  of  the 
thirteen  American  colonies  against  England,  are 
notable  examples,  although  these  movements  are  not 
to  be  compared  to  the  petty  revolutions  that  are  fre- 
quently formed  by  a  few  men,  who  as  leaders,  inst(>ad 
of  fighting  for  principles,  are  simply  enrleavoring  to 
force  upon  society  their  own  narrow,  selfish,  and  chi- 
merical ideas.  To  advocate  the  method  of  in^^urree- 
tion  or  revolution  in  all  cases,  just  because  great  suc- 
cesses have  been  obtained  in  some  cases,  is  absurd.  We 
wish  to  emphasize  that  the  spirit  of  rioting  is  the  same 
as  the  spirit  of  revolution,  and  the  cause  of  labor  is 
always  injured  by  such  methods. 


'a 


IV.— BOYCOTT. 

Boycott  is  one  of  the  weapons  by  labor  organiza- 
tions to  force  an  expression  of  sentiment  and  conces- 
sions in  their  favor.  For  our  present  considej-ation  wo 
will  not  speak  of  this  weapon,  as  it  is  used  by  the  capi- 
13 
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tahsts  also.    It  is  our  purpose  to  show  that  the  method 
of  boycott  IS  one  of  the  rash  measures;  and,  although 
It  has  served  a  purpose  in  a  number  of  instances,  it 
must  take  its  rightful  place  in  the  category  of  un-Chris- 
tian  and  uncivil  methods  of  social  warfare.     There 
could  be  many  tales  of  horror  told,  if  all  the  facts  were 
related  concerning  the  war  between  the  union  un.l  the 
sc^b.       Many  things  are  done  in  the  heat  of  battle 
that  are  regretted  afterward,  and  the  time  will  como 
ir>,    !,";"'^  processes  of  boycotting,  intimidation 
and  blackhstmg  will  bo  regarded  as  belonging  only  to 
an  age  of  frenzied  endeavor  on  the  part  of  the  work- 
men to  get  their  rights. 


U 
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v.— ''GRAND  DIVIDE." 

The  original  meaning  of  this  term  represented  some 
of  the  modern  socialistic  views  concerning  the  rights 
of  the  workingmen.  Some  writers  and  strikers  liave 
played  upon  this  term  and  have  given  it  a  low-grade 
meaning.  They  have  said  that  the  purpose  of  those 
who  advocate  a  "Grand  Divide"  was  to  take  from 
every  man  that  which  he  now  has,  and  pour  it  into 

The  better  socialistic  thought  has  been  brought  much 
into  disrepute  by  such  silly  interpretations  and  bv  such 
unfounded  charges  made  against  socialism.     \Ve  do 

grand    dmde"    remedy    as    taught    by    those   who 
originated  the  term. 
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I—Defixition  and  Nature  of  Stbikbs. 

JL}^'f^''T'  °r''"^  ^^  ^^^^  «  definition  of  a 
strike.     It  ,.s  the  refusal  of  workmen  coUontively  to 

fnTA^'f  \u'"'^°^  ^^  ^^''  ^°^P'«>'«^'  «r  tl,o  refusal 
to  work  when  the  employer  does  not  grant  a  given  re 
quest  of  the  workmen.    In  either  of  the  two  eases?  tho 
workmen,  by  common  agreement,  walk  awav  or  stay 
Z7 It  ?'  "/'^^  ''  employment,  and  dec'lare    hat 

granted.  This  refusal  to  work  constitutes  a  strike 
inis  has  been  the  common  weaj.on  in  the  hand  of  th-^ 
workers  m  their  slow  but  sure  advances.  In  many  re- 
spects this  method  seems  to  be  cruel  and  barbarou  , 

tilV^'f^  ''"'  '^'''  "^'-^"^^  '"'''^'^  ^^^-'  been  con- 
Incted  in  the  most  unjustifiable  manner 

•    .    minionaire.  I?ufus  W.  Weeks,  delivered  an  ad- 

•        ^  ^-^.*^"^  «^°"^I  dinner  of  the  Alumni  Association 

.e  High  School  of  Newark.  N.  J.,  in  1905.    Durin^ 

his  remarks,  ho  „ttered  these  words  ab.ut  stril^s' 

Now,  what  IS  tho  weapon  with  which  thus  far  the 

working  class  hns  been  fightin-  in  this  war?    Onlv  that 

Sw  '  Tr-'^''"'  ""^'^"'^  ^°  ^^'''''  comically  called 
striking.  Their  own  starvation  is  their  weapon 
coupled  of  course  with  the  clumsy  efforts  to  enforce 
the  dictates  of  class  ethics  upon  those  weak-con- 
scienced  mdividuals  who  shirk  the  call  to  starvation  " 
It  appears  that  the  workers  believe  this  to  be  the  mo'.t 
effectn-e  means  to  ,c-^t  tlu^-r  rights,  at  least  they  have 
shown  their  faith  by  their  numberless  sacrifices    Thev 
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have  nmck.  tli««ir  pathetic  appeal  time  after  time,  know 
in^'    that    they    were    handicapped    from    the    very 
he^'innin,!,'. 


■i 


2.— History  of  Strikes. 

The  workers  of  the  country  have  heen  striking  sinco 
about  tlio  middle  of  the  P^i^hteenth  Centurv,  but  no 
record  has  been  kept  of  the  strikes  until  tin-  latter  part 
of  the  Nineteenth  Century.  For  the  enli;rhtenment  of 
the  reader,  we  will  frWo  some  general  information  re- 
garding strikes,  gathered  f:-on.  the  United  States 
Bulletin  of  Lebor. 

For  a  period  of  twenty  years,  from  18H1  to  V.mo  in- 
clusive, there  were  nearly  2;3,000  strikes  in  th  >  Initcd 
States,  involving  over  fi,0()0,000  employes.  The  aver- 
age of  each  strike  was  about  three  and  a  half  weeks, 
and  the  loss  of  wages  to  employes  was  $2r)H,000,(K)0. 
The  loss  to  employers  was  $128,000,000.  Of  tliis  large 
number  of  strikes  about  half  of  them  were  successful 
one-third  were  total  failures,  and  the  balance  werJ 
partly  successful.  Some  of  these  strikes  involved  onlv 
a  few  hundred  men,  or  less,  while  others  involved  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  men  at  one  time.  Consideral)ly 
over  one-half  of  all  these  strikes  were  in  nine  indus- 
tries:—building  trades;  hard  and  soft  coal;  clothing- 
tobacco,  food  stuff  preparations;  railroad;  stone  cut- 
ting, metal  and  metallic  goods,  and  bricklaying. 

3. — Cause  of  Strikes. 

We  will  mention  a  few  of  the  principal  causes  that 
have  brought  about  strikes  in  different  parts  of  our 
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coiintiy.     Those  fatt.s  we  have  gatlu-ml  from  niauy 
dilTt'icnt  sources. 

{ 1 )     For  increase  of  wa^'cs,  42  per  cent. 

(2)     For  reductica  of  hours,  L'O  per  cent. 

C-i)     Against  nnhiction  of  wages,  .'{  per  cent. 

(4)  For  increase  of  wages  and  reduction  of  hours, 
7»/o  per  cent. 

(5)  For  reduction  of  hours  and  against  being  com- 
pelled to  hoard  with  empl(»yor,  .*{'o  per  cent. 

(<j)  For  change  of  hour  beginning  work,  1\U  per 
cent. 

(7)  For  increase  of  wages  and  against  the  cout.'.ict 
Kysteni,  1  per  cent. 

The  above  mentioned  are  the  seven  princi|.al  (  nuses 
of  strikes.  There  are  a  little  ov^r  three  hundred  other 
causes  entering  into  all  the  minute  details.  For  some 
of  these  petty  causes,  only  LTj,  50  or  100  establishments 
were  involved  during  all  th  >  twenty  years. 

4. — The  Evils  of  Strikes. 

Aside  from  ...e  great  loss  of  time  and  monej  on  the 
part  of  the  employes  and  employers,  there  ar-  other 
evils  that  must  be  taken  into  consideration  by  one  who 
wishes  to  render  an  impartial  opinion  on  the  merit  or 
dement  of  strikes.  We  will  say  nothing  of  the  starva- 
tion and  sufferi  4  endured,  and  the  many  sacrifices 
that  men,  women  and  children  make  during  the  bitter 
process  of  a  prolonged  s  trike.  It  is  quite  apparent  that 
one  of  the  princijial  sufferers  during  a  strike  is  the 
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l>u!)Iic,  who  are  not  always  aware  of  the  coming  trouble, 
ami  who  arc  not  prtpart'd  to  meet  the  eouditious  bO  b-id- 
denly  thrust  upou  them.  In  the  anthra  ite  coal  strike 
of  VJ02,  the  sutleriuK  was  not  limited  to  those  directly 
concerned  in  the  strike,  but  it  reaehod  to  nearly  all  in- 
dustries and  classes  of  people  and  revealed  an  emj)ty 
coal  bin  in  numberless  homes,  even  with  the  approach 
of  wmtry  days.  This  will  serve  as  an  example  of  many 
other  strikes,  to  show  that  parties  not  connected  with 
the  conflict  are  often  forced  to  suiTtr,  and  in  many  in- 
stances, this  is  the  very  purpose  that  the  strikers  are 
trying  to  reach,  so  as  to  enlist  the  svmpathy  of  outside 
parties. 

Another  evil  of  strikes  is  the  rioting  and  lawlessness 
that  IS  often  indulged  in  at  these  times.    Labor  leaders 
with  voice  and  pen  seem  to  deprecate  this  kmd  of  vio- 
lence, claiming  that  the  mob  is  generally  responsible 
for  these  revolutionary  acts.    It  has  been  shown,  how- 
ever, m  a  number  of  instances,  that  the  strikers  have 
also  manifested  their  sympathy  and  even  given  their 
help  to  inc'te  disturbance  ar  :1  rash  demonstrations.  No 
matter  who  is  to  blame,  the  fact  remains   hat  these  un- 
fortunate u])heavcls  usually  come  during  the  process  of 
a  strike,  and  they  are  one  of  the  evils  connected  with  it 
Another  evil  of  the  strike  is  the  lawless  spirit  that  it 
creates  and  fosters  in  the  breasts  of  the  young  and  old 
workers.    We  will  not  dwill  upon  this  aspect  of  the 
ease,  but  will  leave  it  to  t'     moral  philospher. 

Looking  at  the  one  side  alone,  it  would  be  natural  to 
condemn  strikes,  and  a  number  of  writers  have  done  so, 
—some  in  a  very  caustic  manner,  others  with  more 
consexn-atisra.  Before  reaching  a  final  decision,  we 
must  consider  the  other  side  of  the  question. 
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5. — TuE  Benefits  of  Stiukes. 


(1)     Tiicy  have  put  a  check 
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crushing  _ 
of  employers. 

(2)  They  have  opened  tlie  eye.s  of  workium  to  hoc 
their  own  power  by  oomhiuatiou. 

(3)  Wages  have  been  iucr  jised. 

The  good  showing  of  our  statistics  in  favor  of  tlio 
workingman  for  the  past  one  hundred  years  is  largely 
duo  to  the  strike,  ''.hn  Mitchell,  in  his  book  «'ntitled, 
•'Organized  Labor,  estimates  that  one  result  of  the 
f'oal  strike  of  l!M)i>  was  over  $7,000,000  increase  of 
wages  io  the  anthracite  mine  workers.  This  is  only 
one  instance  of  hundreds  that  might  be  given  to  provo 
this  point. 

(4)  Hours  of  labor  have  been  lessened. 

This  has  been  a  subject  that  has  received  much  atten- 
tion by  reformers  and  by  workers.  The  effort  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  working  hours  for  a  day '  -oi  k  has 
been  long  and  severe,  and  from  the  very  ?inning, 
victories  have  been  won.  Some  have  not  yet  forgotteii 
how  the  hundreds  of  street-car  emplo,v..s  in  Baltimore 
had  their  hours  of  labor  reJmed  froui  seventeen  to 
twelve  hours  after  a  determineii  strikt  of  a  few  days. 
Speeches  were  made  and  sermons  were  preached,  and 
yet  all  moral  efforts  seemed  to  fail,  but  when  the  strike 
came,  that  seemed  to  strike  the  street-car  magnates 
hard.  It  has  come  to  be  common  history  lio\.-  the  brick- 
layers and  other  tradesmen  have  cut  their  day's  work 
down  to  eight  hours  and  even  less,  as  an  outcome  of 
their  persistent  efforts.  Recent  history  has  been  full  of 
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events    mdicatrng  how  all   classes  of  workmen   are 
^trugghng  to  make  shorter  the  length  of  a  day's  work. 
After  a  careful  survey  of  the  whole  question,  one 
does  not  feel  so  antagonistic  to  strikes  as  before.   We 
leo   like  accepting  the  lesser  of  two  evils,  and  saying 
tliat  more  good  has  come  to  workingmen  through  the 
Olio  ev.l  ot   strikes  than  would  have  come  to  them 
through  the  other  evil  of  unchecked  capitalistic  op- 
ression;  that  is  putting  the  whole  question  in  a  nut- 
shell.   It  might  have  been  possible  to  adopt  measures 
fifty  or  one  hur  dred  years  ago  that  would  have  proved 
more    ru.tful  than  the  results  that  have  come'^to  us 
through  the  ong  ago  of  strikes;  but  such  a  discussion 
amounts  to  little  now;  the  time  is  past,  events  have 
gone^mto  history,  and  if  we  can  build  a  more  blessed 
In   I    «",tIiejvearisomo  struggles  of  the  past,  w^ 

mllhnA  T  /•  '""^''^  ^^  '^'^^^  ^°  this  book  a  better 

me  hod  for  workmgmen  and  all  classes  to  adopt  than 
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VII.-SYMPATHETIC  STRIKES. 

str^n/^nf'™  /^P^I^f  ^«t^«  «t"kes,"  we  mean  the 
striking  of  certain  clasr^os  of  workmen  who  go 
out  not  because  of  any  grievance  of  their  o^ 
against  their  employers,  but  to  express  their 
sjTupathy  for  some  other  class  of  workmen  with  whom 
they  are  associated.  Distinctly  considered  this  kind 
of  strikes  IS  unreasonable  and  barbarous.  During 
sue  I  strikes,  the  worst  form  of  coercion  is  often  used 
and  the  most  un-American  principles  are  practiced 
and  while  the  sj-mpathetic  strike  has  often  hel^  the 
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local  strike,  it  has  also  done  more  to  prejudice  tlu' 
public  against  the  strikers  than  anythinj,'  else.     Sev- 
eral writers  have  referred  to  the  Chicago  Strike  of 
1894.    It  happened  that  the  workmen  in  tiie  Pulhiian 
car  factories  struck  for  higher  wages.  It  was  at  a  time 
when  the  fever  of  national  labor  organization  was  at  a 
high  heat;  consequently  the  national  strike  comniissiou 
gave  their  approval  to  the  local  strike,  and  as  a  result 
the  officers  of  the  American  Railway  l^nion  ordered 
its  members  to  strike  on  all  railroads  that  refuses  at 
once  to  discontinue  the  use  of  Pullman  cars.     These? 
railroads  were  under  contract  to  use  said  cars,  and  bv 
laying  them  aside,  would  make  themselves  liable  to 
heavy  damages,  as  well  as  breach  of  contract.     This 
sympathetic  strike  caused  wide-spread  trouble  for  a 
while;  it  tied  up  one  railroad  after  another;  it  caused 
the  death  of  men,  women  and  children,  and  the  holding 
of  live  stock  enroute  on  freight  cars;  and,  in  truth, 
there  was  an  insurrection  that  became  so  serious,  that;, 
federal  troops  were  called  to  check  the  disorder.    Pub- 
lic feeling  became  very  intense  against  the  strikers, 
and  many  of  the  strikers  refused  to  obey  the  order 
of  the  union;  at  least  one  of  the  principal  leaders, 
Eugene  V.  Debs,  in  commenting  on  the  strike  after- 
ward, in  a  great  meeting  nt  Chicago,  said,  "Workmen 
can  gain  nothing  by  strikes,  but  should  anchor  their 
hopes  to  the  ballot  box." 

Since  Debs  made  this  remark,  the  sentiment  has 
been  growing  very  rapidly  that  the  cause  of  Lal)or 
will  never  rightly  reach  its  end  under  the  present  sys- 
tem of  warfare;  and  yet  it  is  argued  that  it  would  not 
be  proper  to  discontinue  the  present  svstem  until 
something  better  takes  its  place;  and  so,  for  that  rea- 
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son  we  may  expect  to  hear  of  strikes,  sympathetic 
strikes  and  all  similar  types  of  warfare,  until  the  day 
of  better  things  is  upon  us.  Till  then  let  us  not  be  too 
impatient  or  criticise  too  severely  the  pamful  experi- 
ences that  come  with  all  these  forms  of  guerUla 
warfare. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 


We  have  shown  in  a  previous  chapter  that  partiality 
has  been  shown  to  the  rich  in  the  making  and  execu- 
tion of  laws.  That  is  a  fact  commonly  admitted  by 
the  general  mass  of  people;  and  yet,  with  all  of  this 
discrimination  against  Labor,  much  has  been  accom- 
plished by  legal  measures  for  the  uplifting  of  the  gen- 
eral class  of  workers. 

I.— A  GLIMPSE  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  YEARS 

AGO. 

The  growth  of  sentiment  in  favor  of  Labor  for  the 
past  one  hundred  years  surpasses  that  of  centuries 
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P  emus  to  tlus  t,me.  A  little  over  a  century  ago 
when  the  grasping  hand  of  Rroed  was  seen  operating 
against  the  welfare  of  the  n.asses  of  poor    aborSg 

lo.  the  health  or  eomfort  of  his  em,,loyes;  in  fact  he 
d.<l  no  h,ng  n.orc  than  the  bare  law  o  necess  y  dt 
.nanded     He  was  not  aiming  to  be  a  philanthropes  , 

sequently  hundreds  and  thousands  of  lives  were  sac 

eraplojes     Strong  children  were  broken  down  before 
they  reached  maturity,  and  anxious  fathers  were  com- 

rfffn^VlS:''"''""'""^"  "-•'-■-«■-'- 

^    One  who  studies  the  history  of  that  time  is  deeply 
impressed  w,tl,  the  manner  in  which  the  captains  o^ 
industry  were  ruling  the  laboring  masses.    AVheneve 
a  few  workers  attempted  to  combine  for  mutual  in- 
terest  they  were  quickly  silenced  either  by  threat  or 
by  a  dzrect  attack  from  the  officers  of  th/  law     Thi 
men  of  money  could  combine  as  much  as  they  d;sired 
but    he  labormg  men  were  handicapped  by  laws  tint 
had  been  passed  against  them.    Another  t^e  rmln' 
fes     mjustic^  was   the   laws   regarding  'apprendce 
and  some  of  vho^  most  inhuman%esults  fo  lowed  in 
the  application  of  these  apprenticeship  laws.    It  was 
clearly  seen  that  the  capitalistic  class  and  the  public 
officers  were  linked  together  in  their  interests  ^^ 
hey  were  twm  brothers,  and  the  worst  of  all  wasThat 
hey  could  legally  and  jointly  fix  the  wage  scale  regu 
late  the  work,  and  dictate  their  terms  to  the  w^rkfrs 
These  conditions  developed  a  form  of  slavery  tTat  was' 
more  cruel  m  its  aspects  than  the  negro  sla/ery  of  The 
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United  States.  It  is  impossil)le  in  a  brief  work  like 
tins  to  give  details  of  this  black  picture.  Those  who 
wish  to  know  more  about  it  must  read  the  economio 
history  of  that  period. 

II—RECENT  LAWS  IN  FAVOR  OF  LABOR. 

What  has  brought  about  tli(^  ^reat  change  in  the 
short  space  of  less  than  one  centurv.»  It  was  the  sud- 
den rise  of  the  proletarian  in  demand  of  his  rights 
^\  hen  we  consider  that  the  army  of  Labor  has  had' 
no  money  to  spend  to  l,uy  legislation,  it  is  indeed 
gratilymg  that  so  much  has  been  accomplished  in 
tavor  of  the  worker.  Notwithstanding  the  opposition 
against  Labor,  the  tide  has  been  rising  in  its  favor  by 
reason  of  th^  active  measures  pursued  by  the  army 
ot  workers  themselves. 

Looking  over  the  latter  half  of  the  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury and  the  early  part  of  the  Twentieth,  we  are  grati- 
tied  to  see  the  legal  enactments  in  favor  of  the  toilin- 
masses  that  have  brightened  our  history.  All  praise 
to  certain  groat  men  who  espoused  the  cause  of  Labor 
and  to  the  vigorous  campaigns  of  organized  Labor! 
\V  e  wil  enumerate  a  few  things  that  have  been  accom- 
plished : — 

1. — Laws  Against  Sweatshops. 

These  laws  have  been  the  natural  outgrowth  of  an 
awakened  public,  which,  having  the  facts  brought  to 
Its  attention,  arose  in  indignation  and  demanded  a  re- 
form.   The  unfortunate  feature  is  that  there  i«  not  a 
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strict  obedience  to  the  laws  we  have.  The  competitive 
system  mider  which  we  are  living  urges  men  to  evade 
such  laws  in  every  possible  way.  Men  will  do  any- 
thing  for  money;  but  nevertheless,  the  evils  of  sweat- 
shops have  been  materially  decreased  under  the  legis- 
lation of  the  past  twenty  years. 

2.— Sanitary  Laws  Have  Been  Enacted  Applicable 
TO  Factories  and  Workshops. 

These  laws  have  demanded  cleaner  rooms  with  bet- 
ter ventilation,  and  with  more  freedom  of  motion  by 
employes;  in  truth,  the  laws  have  called  for  almost 
every  possible  improvement  that  could  be  imagined 
for  the  benefit  of  the  health  of  employes. 

I. — Laws  Have  Been  Passed  Demanding 

Contrivances  for  the  Removal  op 

Dust  and  Noxious  Vapors. 

This  has  been  a  very  merciful  line  of  legislation; 
and,  if  we  were  to  review  the  conditions  that  made  the 
enactment  of  such  laws  necessary,  we  would  unfold 
a  tale  of  horror  and  filth  that  would  scarcely  be  be- 
lieved by  the  m)re  elite  members  of  soci<  v,  who  have 
never  endured  the  hardships  of  ten-hour-a-day  labor. 

4.— Laws  Have  Been  Enacted  foe  the  Safety  of 

Employes. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  thousands  of  workers' 
lives  were  lost  annually  while  engaged  at  their  regular 
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employment.  Much  of  this  loss  could  not  have  been 
avoided,  but  the  greater  part  of  it  was  due  to  the  lack 
of  prevention  on  the  part  of  the  employing  class.  Belt- 
ings were  cheaply  constructed,  elevators  were  not 
properly  inspected,  machinery  was  not  duly  protected, 
and  in  numberless  other  ways  workers  were  often  sub- 
jected to  the  greatest  hazards.  Under  the  laws  that 
have  been  enacted  much  life  has  been  saved,  but  we 
have  not  yet  seen  the  best  fruits  of  this  agitation. 


I  i 


5. — Laws  Against  Child-Labob. 

These  laws  were  a  severe  blow  to  the  cheap  con- 
tractor, who  could  save  much  money  by  the  use  of 
children.  Now  the  laws  demand  that,  wherever  pos- 
sible, the  ch'"d  shall  receive  the  benefit  of  an  educa- 
tion, and  even  this  education  is  made  compulsory,  and 
the  benefits  to  society  accruing  from  these  laws  can- 
not be  estimated. 


6. — Laws  That  Have  Reduced  the  Length  op  a  Day's 
Work  to  Eight  iIours. 

We  have  spoken  concerning  this  matter  at  some 
length  in  another  chapter,  and  will,  therefore,  add  no 
comment  at  this  place. 

The  preceding  six  kinds  of  legislation  are  only  a 
small  part  of  what  has  been  enacted  in  behalf  of  the 
laboring  classes.  There  are  many  other  laws  of  the 
same  general  import.    Looking  at  it  from  one  stand- 
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point  it  ai)i)oar8  as  if  much  has  already  been  done  for 
Labor;  but,  in  reality,  it  is  only  a  tithe  toward  atone- 
ment for  i)a.st  crimes,  and  as  a  promise  of  redemp- 
tion from  thi?  liard  conditions  that  are  still  being  im- 
posed on  Labor. 


III.— LEGAL  ENACTMENTS  AGAINST 
MONOPOLY. 


We  have  outlined  in  a  former  chapter  the  wide- 
spread enactment  of  laws  against  Monopoly  at  the 
close  of  the  Nineteenth  Century  and  the  beginning  of 
the  Twentieth.  We  need  not  repeat  these  instances  at 
this  place,  except  the  one  of  national  significanco 
known  as  the  Sherman  Anti-Trust  Law;  this  was 
passed  to  prohibit  combinations  in  restraint  of  trade. 
Its  aim  was  to  cripple  the  power  of  the  Trusts,  and 
prevent  them  from  gaining  absolute  control  of  every- 
thing. 

Other  bills  were  enacted  such  as  the  Elkins  Act 
which  was  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission  in  correcting  the  illegal  rebates  on 
freight  rates.  It  is  supposed  that  this  act  was  passed 
with  sinister  motives,  for  it  seems  to  have  done  more 
to  help  corporations  to  dodge  preceding  laws  than 
anything  else.  This  shows  how  difficult  it  is  to  deal 
with  the  great  corporations.  We  could  easily  give  a 
list  of  many  other  laws  that  have  been  passed  in  the 
last  decade,  but  they  will  serve  no  purpose  within  the 
chief  idea  of  this  chapter. 
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IV.— LEGISLATION  CONSIDERED  AS 
A  REMEDY. 


There  are  those  who  believe  that  by  legislation  all 
the  evils  of  Trusts  and  Monopolies  will  finally  be  abol- 
ished, for  some  able  thinkers  have  said  that  our  law- 
making bodies  will  euro  all  the  ills  of  soeiety.  Very 
few  persons,  however,  are  willing  to  accept  this 
theory,  inasmuch  as  Monopoly  owns  the  money  of  the 
earth,  and  will  always  be  able  to  swing  legislation  in 
its  favor. 

We  are  willing  to  share  the  opinion  of  o'.hers  that 
much  effectual  good  can  be  accomplished  and  will  be 
accomplished  by  means  of  legal  enactments ;  l)ut,  as  a 
final  remedy  for  the  evils  of  ^fonopoly,  it  will  amount 
to  very  little.  In  saying  this  we  refer  to  the  continual 
legislation  under  our  present  economic  system  with 
Monopoly  at  the  head,  and  the  legislature  and  senate 
under  its  control. 

Nothing  would  please  the  kings  of  corporations 
more  than  if  the  mass  of  workingmen  would  cease  all 
their  agitations,  and  sit  down  and  wait  for  acts  of 
legislation  to  come  their  way.  The  workers  have 
learned  enough  not  to  allow  themselves  to  be  deceived 
by  any  such  suggestion,  for  they  know  that  it  is  a 
common  trick.  They  have  been  deceived  so  often  that 
they  would  almost  be  surprised  if  the  deception  were 
stopped.  The  rise  of  the  army  of  Labor  cannot  be 
chocked  by  mere  promises ;  they  are  moving  with  irre- 
sistible force,  and  they  have  hut  little  faith  in  law- 
makers. They  will  not  be  satisfied  until  they  begin 
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to  make  laws  for  themselves;  and  then,  pr  rhaps,  they 
will  go  to  the  other  extreme  for  awhile,  and  give  the 
laboring  man  nearly  all  the  law  and  the  capitalist 
scarcely  any.  Extreme  measures  usually  follow  ex- 
treme conditions,  and  the  happy  mean  is  reached  after 
the  suffering  at  each  extreme  has  been  felt. 

Let  .hose  who  tell  us  that  civil  law  will  be  a  suffi- 
cient remedy,  remember  that  the  future  is  mirrored 
in  the  past.  We  may  know  what  to  expect  by  what 
has  happened;  and  when  the  Giant  Labor  stands  at  the 
door  of  legislation  and  knocks,  the  door  will  be  opened 
for  him  to  present  his  request,  and  the  door-keeper 
will  be  likely  to  say  to  the  Giant,  "We  will  carefully 
take  your  grievances  into  consideration,  and  if  any- 
thing can  be  done  for  you  we  shall  be  glad  to  do  it. 
Until  then,  dear  fellow,  be  jiatient ;  go  to  your  tasks 
and  work  contentedly."  When  the  Giant  has  gone, 
these  legislators  can  wink  at  each  other  as  much  as 
they  please  and  about  the  only  thing  that  they  will 
do  for  Labor,  will  be  to  grant  enough  of  his  requests 
to  keep  th.  Giant  quiet. 

In  the  former  chapter  we  demonstrated  that  rash 
remedie.s  would  never  win  the  day  for  Labor,  and  so 
we  would  say  here  that  legislation  of  itself  will  bo 
meffective  m  accomplishing  the  great  work  of  social 
reform,  and  we  must  look  to  some  other  source  as  a 
means  of  bringing  Labor  into  the  honored  recognition 
that  it  deserves. 

The  real  laws  that  will  bless  and  protect  the  work- 
mg  class  of  people  have  not  yet  been  passed,  but  they 
wi  prevail  in  that  happier  age  to  come,  when  there 
will  be  no  mcentive  to  grafting  and  no  motive  to  par- 
tiality m  legislation.    Why  should  not  the  world  have 
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its  best  government  toward  the  end  of  its  history! 
Why  should  not  the  errors  and  mistakes  of  all  the 
ages  papt  assist  in  the  forming  of  a  goveramem  of 
the  people,  for  the  people  and  by  the  people,  instead 
of,  of  the  Trusts,  for  the  Trusts  and  by  the  Trusts, 
such  as  we  are  having  no  Later  in  this  book  wo 
shall  discuss  the  government  which  will  prevail  in 
our  country  as  soon  as  the  people  are  awakened  to 
see  the  power  that  is  sleeping  in  their  ballots. 
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I.— PROFIT-SHARING. 

The  system  of  profit-sharing  is  one  of  the  measures 
by  which  the  employer  has  endeavored  to  elevate  the 
.standard  of  the  employee  and  make  him  in  an  indirect 
sense,  a  partner  in  his  business.  Under  this  plan,  the 
worker  recrivos  a  fixed  wage  throughout  the  year,  and 
when  inventojy  is  taken,  a  certain  per  cent,  of  the  net 
profits  of  the  business  is  divided  among  the  employees, 
according  to  some  ratio  fixed  by  the  employer.  In 
1886,  Hon.  Carrol  D.  "Wright,  in  his  first  annual  report 
as  United  Slates  Commissioner  of  Labor,  gave  sta- 
tistics on  this  subject,  and  many  students  of  political 
economy  were  surprised  to  learn  that  there  were  so 
many  employers  conductins;  their  business  under  the 
profit-sharing  plan. 
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Sincfi  the  duwii  of  the  Twentieth  Century  a  huge 
number  of  tlie  snuillor  funis  and  wonie  of  the  hirgo 
finns  hiue  been  exj.erinientinjf  with  th«»  protit-sharinj< 
plan.  In  some  instuneea  the  motive  was  phiUui- 
thropic,  and  in  others  "  was  .selfish.  There  are  shrewd 
business  men  who  believe  that  more  work  will  b<»  «lone 
by  tiieir  c.n|'ioyees  if  tlu-y  ean  be  iutereste<l  mort;  in  the 
biisinesh  of  the  employer.  Indee<l  it  has  lieen  notiecd 
that,  under  the  itrofit-siiarinj?  system,  workers  have 
l)een  more  careful  in  their  labor,  more  puni'tual  in 
their  <luties,  more  eheerful  in  performing  their  tasks, 
and  more  economical  in  everything;  that  pertains  to 
their  employment. 

The  reason  f<»r  all  this  is  (|uite  apparent.  Nothing 
will  interest  a  person  more  than  if  !ie  feels  that  he  is 
a  partner  in  the  concern  for  which  he  works,  be  his 
interest  therein  ever  so  small. 

It  seems  strange  that  profit-sharing  should  be  op- 
I)Osed  by  the  great  majority  of  large  business  men, 
and  also  by  the  labor  unions.  We  will  not  here  dis 
cus.-!  the  reason  why  this  plan  does  not  u:  "^t  with  more 
favor  amongst  the  general  class  of  ompioyers,  but  we 
will  briefly  consider  why  organized  Labor  is  not  more 
in  favor  of  profit-sharing  than  it  is.  Suppose  for  a 
moment  that  jirofit-shariug  would  become  general.  It 
would  then  be  very  natural  for  wages  to  be  adjuste<l 
accort'ingly.  If  any  Mono])oly  found  that  its  profits 
were  too  small,  it  could  easily  reduce  the  wage  rate  an;! 
permit  the  percentage  of  profits  to  remain  the  same; 
or,  it  could  continue  the  wage  rate  and  deceive  the  em- 
ployees in  some  manner,  so  as  to  rob  them  of  some  of 
the  share  of  their  profits.  There  is  always  a  way,  un- 
der private  ownership,  to  defraud  the  army  of  workers, 
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and  to  rob  them  of  what  is  their  rightful  share.  Labor 
unions  are  well  aware  of  these  facts,  and  they  are  also 
convinced  that,  if  the  army  of  workers  could  be  in- 
duced to  settle  down  iu  contentment,  it  would  only  be 
a  short  time  until  profit-sharing  would  also  come  to 
an  end,  and  the  wage  earners  would  be  back  again  in 
the  same  old  grinding,  competitive  struggle  for 
existence. 

According  to  Josiah  Strong  in  his  "Social 
Progress"  of  1905,  there  are  "some  three  hundred 
firms  in  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  and  France 
that  are  practicing  this  system  to-day.  Among  the 
most  conspicuous  cases  are  the  Maison  Leclaire,  the 
Maison  Baille-LeMaire  and  the  Bon  Marche  in  Paris ; 
the  South  Metropolitan  Gas  Company  in  London;  the 
Proctor  and  Gamble  Soap  Works  at  Cmcinnati,  Ohio, 
and  the  Brown  Mills  at  Tiverton,  R.  I." 

It  is  also  said  that  the  Pillsburys  of  Minneapolis 
have  followed  the  principle  of  profit-sharing  for  years, 
and  when  they  sold  their  interest  to  an  English  syndi- 
cate, one  point  of  the  agreement  was  that  the  policy  of 
profit-sharing  should  continue. 

This  system  of  profit-sharing,  which  is  a  little  over 
,  sixty  years  of  age,  will  no  doubt  survive  until  the 
larger  system  of  product-sharing  will  take  its  place. 
Whether  it  remains  or  not,  one  thing  is  certain,  profit- 
sharing  will  never  solve  the  labor  question.  It  is  noth- 
ing more  than  sewing  a  patch  of  good  quality  on  an 
old,  rotten  garment.  The  most  beautiful  thing  about 
the  whole  system  is  the  spirit  of  philanthropy  that  has 
been  manifested  by  certain  firms  which  have  adopted 
this  plan.  This  admirable  spirit  is  like  an  oasis  in  the 
barren  desert  of  greed  and  graft. 
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This  is  a  remedial  proposition  among  iron  and  steel 
workers.  It  has  been  instituted  by  the  Amalgamated 
Association  of  Iron  and  Steei  Workers,  chiefly  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  it  has  already  accomplished  consid- 
erable in  keeping  peace. 

The  sliding  scale  means  that  the  amount  of  wages 
shall  vary  as  the  selling  price  of  the  product  rises  or 
falls.  This  is  only  a  kind  of  profit-sharing  managed 
in  a  different  way.  It  is  supposed  that,  by  the  sliding 
scale,  the  laborer  will  share  relatively  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  capitalist  or  the  employer.  This  is  also 
one  of  the  partial  measures,  and,  so  far  as  being  a 
remedy  for  existing  social  ills,  it  is  only  like  cutting 
the  branches  of  the  tree  instead  of  tearing  the  tree  up 
by  its  roots ;  but  we  must  not  despise  profit-sharing 
for  this  reason,  inasmuch  as  it  has  cut  off  some 
branches  that  have  cast  dark  shadows  into  the  hearts 
of  the  workingmen.  The  better  way  with  all  these 
partial  reform  measures  is  to  hail  them  with  delight, 
and  look  upon  them  as  mere  stepping  stones  to  the 
great  and  final  movement  against  Monopoly. 


III.— PIECE-WORK. 

This  is  a  modem  custom  and  is  a  substitute  for  the 
wage  system.  Piece-work  is  a  species  of  contract 
work,  for  in  many  respects  it  is  similar  to  it.  The  la- 
borer is  not  hired  for  a  specified  wage,  but  receives 
his  pay  according  to  the  amount  of  work  he  does. 
Miners  are  often  paid  by  the  Dumber  of  cars  ther  load 


^u.  h 


212 


'■■    '    r 


MUTUAL  AGREEMENT  R'SMFDIES. 


a  day,  or  by  the  yard  in  driving  a  tunnel.  In  many 
of  the  factories  piece-work  is  the  prevailing  system, 
and  hile  a  few  are  enabled  to  earn  extraordinary 
wages,  the  great  bulk  do  not  earn  as  much  as  they 
would  receive  by  regular  wages.  This  is  due  to  the 
"squeezmg,"  by  wuicn  more  and  more  work  is  ex- 
pected for  the  same  amount  of  money  until  the  limit 
is  reached.  There  are  also  certain  tradesmen  who  re 
ceive  large  wages  under  this  system ;  but,  take  it  all  in 
all,  it  has  done  but  little  to  settle  the  contention  be- 
tween Capital  and  Labor,  and  as  a  reform  measure 
is  not  worthy  of  consideration. 
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IV.— SENDING  UNEMPLOYED  TO  FARMS. 

This  remedy  is  offered  by  certain  people,  not  as  a 
complete  cure  for  our  present  ills,  but  as  a  relief  mea- 
sure in  times  of  distress.  There  has  certainly  been 
very  much  good  accomplished  in  hard  times  by  form- 
ing colonies  from  the  crowded  districts  of  the  cities, 
and  sending  them  into  the  farming  regions  where  they 
get  work  at  profitable  employment.  Some  of  these 
workers  are  sent  out  temporarily;  others  are  formed 
or  form  themselves  into  colonies  with  the  purpose  of 
establishing  permanent  homes.  Far-reaching  good 
has  been  accomplished  in  both  ways ;  but,  like  all  other 
similar  p]  .ns,  it  is  not  corrective,  and  can  be  termed 
as  nothing  more  than  a  relief  measure.  The  fact  that 
herds  of  workers  are  unable  to  find  employment  at 
certain  times,  and  that  they  must  go  begging  for  work, 
and  to  be  compelled  to  go  into  a  strange  country  to 
find  it,  is  one  more  bitter  comment  on  the  cruelty  of 
our  heartless  and  competitive  Social  System. 
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Looking  at  the  other  side  of  the  question,  it  can  be 
said  that  these  schemes  of  sending  the  unemployed 
to  farms,  does  not  meet  with  favor  amongst  many 
groups  of  idle  workers.  Many  who  are  out  of  employ- 
ment prefer  to  suffer  any  privation  rather  than  enter 
upon  a  rural  life.  Experience  has  shown,  however,  that 
colonies  from  the  cities  settling  m  the  countrv  readily 
adapt  themselves  to  it,  and  find  it  a  pleasant  and 
healthful  change.  The  colonizing  schemes  in  England 
and  in  America  have,  in  m.-inj  instances  been  most 
successful.  Looking  at  the  whole  subject  in  its  best 
aspect,  nothing  more  can  be  said  than  that  it  has  been 
helpful  to  a  small  per  cent,  of  our  needy  people.  To 
what  extent  it  might  be  helpful  to  many  thousands 
more,  is  a  matter  of  conjecture  upon  which  coming- 
years  will  cast  their  light.  " 
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v.— ARBITRATION. 

This  is  one  of  the  remedies  that  has  been  proposed 
to  settle  all  Social  ills.    It  has  been  tested  for  a  long 
period  of  time  and  it  appears  thr^    jiuch  effectual 
good  has  been  accomi)lished  by  this  agency,  but  we 
cannot  depend  upon  it  to  destroy  the  cruelties  of  our 
present  competitive  system.    It  is  a  good  medicine  to 
apply  m  case  of  sickness,  and  its  healing  qualities  are 
to  be  recommended  providing  the  patient  will  follow 
instructions.     In  the  United  States  many  boards  of 
arbitration  have  been  formed  under  the  sanction  of 
the  local  or  general  government.    It  is  also  well  known 
that  the  United  States  Government  has  recognized  the 
efficiency  of  industrial  as  well  as  international  arbi- 
tration. 
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Arbitration  is  of  two  kinds,  voluntary  and  compul- 
sory, and  either  one  is  far  from  being  perfect  in  many 
instances.  This  would  be  no  reason  why  we  should 
discourage  all  arbitration,  for  we  need  all  such  agen- 
cies that  we  can  possibly  get;  and,  of  the  entire  class, 
arbitration  is  one  of  the  most  effective  means  of 
settling  disputes  between  Capital  and  Labor. 

fhnf  fh'  if''  f  ^'^'*  ""^  '^"  "^"  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  Mundella  system  of  arbitration  has  been  in 
vogue  in  England,  and  has  been  effective  of  much 
ho!  K  ^,^*^^^^/y«tem  operating  in  the  same  country 
has  been  termed  the  Kettle  system.    These  have  been 

nTnfi?  M  '^  w""''  ^°^  *^'^"  *^'«*°^  i«  interesting  and 
profitable.  We  must  also  class  under  the  hefd  of 
Arbitration,  the  Citizens  Industrial  Association  of 
America,  organized  in  1903. 

me^hodf  ^tI  ^''^'\^^'  ^:'^  "^^°^P^^  ^^  arbitration 
r«]t  ii-  ?'^  ''"°'^''  ^^  differences  that  are  an- 
san^^  T^-"^'  Tf  ^'""^  twenty-five  to  fifty  thou- 
fnL  f  1  .u  f  "^^"^  ^  marvelous  record,  and  is  due 
bv  IJ    T     fi!-  ''^"'*'  ^^  arbitration  are  established 

United  States;  for,  while  we  are  having  strikes  and 
Ibtl  ^" /"P^--b"°d-nce,  they  arf  having  an 
abundance  of  cases  settled  by  arbitration.  Yet,  with 
all  the  good  done  in  France,  it  is  clearly  proved  Sat 

mteS^p^acr^^  ''  ''  ''''''  '^^^  ^^  --^^  P- 
We  need  an  economic  system  that  will  prevent  the 
canse  of  trouble  as  well  as  one  that  will  corrS  the 
rouble  when  it  has  arisen.  Thus  we  must  Took  to 
some  other  agency  to  give  us  a  permanert  basis  of 
peace,  and  settle  the  disturbances  that  have  arisen 
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between  the  hostile  forces  of  Capital  and  Labor     We 

and    he  injustice  which  the  workers  were  suffenW 

otoTT^     /*  ^  '^'""'  """■«  '«  advertise  the  evils 

°ig.ne  InTforTh""'""™  ^^^*^"  «■»"  »-  -" 
«n^  t  ■  ■  .  """  ^<'"''<'«  we  should  ever  offer 
our^J*auksg.v,ng  for  the  hand  of  God  Z'^'^tl 
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T  -CHRISTIANIZATION  OF  CAPITAL. 

For  many  ages  past  it  has  been  preached  from 
the  pulpit  and  delivered  from  the  platform  that 
the  only  safe  remedy  for  present  evils  would  be 
to  Christianize  the  Capitalist.  This  sounds  well 
and  seems  reasonable,  but  it  would  no  doubt 
be  more  difficult  to  Christianize  Capital  than  it 
would  be  to  Christianize  the  laboring  masses.  Dr 
Washington  Gladden  in  his  "Applied  Christianity," 
declares  that  "the  reform  needed  is  not  the  de- 
struction, but  the  Christianizing  of  the  present 
order."  This  good-minded  divine  was  aiming  at 
a  great  truth  when  he  said  this,  but  to  tell  how 
Capital  can  be  Christianized  is  a  harder  task  than  to 
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explain  how  the  laboring  masses  can  be  elevated  to 
their  rightful  plane. 

It  would  have  been  better  if  Dr.  Gladden  had  advo- 
cated the  conversion  of  the  present  order  of  eco- 
nomics. It  has  been  found  to  be  impossible  to  make 
the  present  wrongs  right  under  the  reign  of  private 
capital,  free  competition  and  the  free  contract  and 
wage  system.  Let  this  present  economic;  order  bo 
converted  or  transformed  into  a  new  order,  and  we 
will  make  it  more  possible  for  the  exercise  of  Chris- 
tian principles  among  those  who  live.  There  are  many 
corporations  claiming  that  they  are  now  working  in  ac- 
cordance with  Christian  principles;  certain  monopo- 
lists declare  that  they  are  doing  all  for  their  men  that 
is  possible,  paying  them  higher  wages  than  the  average, 
and  that  they  are  dealing  with  the  public  in  a  fair  and 
equitable  manner.  This  may  be  true  and  it  may  not 
be  true,  who  is  to  be  the  judge? 

We  might  as  well  say  that  if  j-ou  run  a  saloon  in  a 
Christian-like  manner,  it  will  do  harm  to  no  one.  Sup- 
pose we  try  the  experiment.  First,  let  us  take  the 
Bishop  Potter  plan,  and  we  find  that  whiskey,  beer,  or 
any  other  intoxicant  sold  in  the  name  of  Christianity 
has  the  same  eifect  upon  the  individual  as  if  it  were 
sold  in  the  name  of  the  Devil.  Now,  if  we  were  to  run 
a  saloon  upon  Christian  principles,  we  would,  first  of 
all,  make  a  radical  change.  "We  would  take  out  all  the 
beverages  that  intoxicate,  and  we  would  sell  only  such 
as  might  be  beneficial  and  healthful  to  the  individual. 
This,  of  course,  would  mean  an  entire  change,  and  the 
idea  of  the  place  being  a  saloon  would  no  longer  exist. 
We  do  not  wish  to  ridicule  the  effort  on  the  part  of 
large  business  men  to  run  their  business  in  a  Chris- 
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tian-like  manner;  wc  have  only  words  of  commenda- 
tion and  none  of  censure  to  offer  to  such  men;  but  we 
wish  to  have  it  clearly  understood  that  all  such  efforts 
combined,  up  to  this  date,  have  given  no  promise  of 
the  final   redemption  of  the   laboring  masses.     We 
'  speak  with  positiveness  because  we  know  something 
of  the  prejudice  that  has  boen  awakened  in  the  general 
mass  of  workers.  Men  of  large  corporations,  who  indi- 
vidually profess  to  be  Christians,  have  continued  their 
grinding  processes  and  their  unjust  exi)loitation  of 
Labor  in  the  name  of  Christianity;  and  if  good  has 
been  done  in  one  quarter  by  a  thoroughly  consistent 
man,  harm  has  been  done  in  another  quarter  by  the 
man  who  practices  all  manner  of  polite  robberies  in  the 
name  of  Christianity.    The  whole  system  of  Capital- 
ism, as  now  in  power,  is  rotten.   Its  heart  is  unclean 
and  its  head  impure;  it  needs  a  thorough  regeneration; 
its  body  and  soul  needs  Christianizing  which,  according 
to  our  previous  language,  means  an  inward  change  of 
the  whole  system,  so  that  afterward  it  could  be  said 
in  the  language  of  Scripture,  "Old  things  are  passed 
away;  behold,  all  things  are  become  new." 

II.— INCOME  TAX. 

The  income  tax  is  a  proposition  to  exempt  all  per- 
sons from  paying  taxes  who  have  an  annual  income 
below  four  or  five  thousand  dollars.  The  theory  is  to 
compel  those  to  pay  the  public  expenses  who  are  the 
most  able,  and  pay  it  according  to  the  ratio  of  their 
income.  When  this  measure  was  radically  put  to  the 
front,  it  met  with  general  favor  on  the  same  principle 
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that  the  members  of  an  organization  would  vote  for 
an  oyster  supper  if  somebody  else  paid  for  it. 

In  1894  this  law  was  passed  by  Congress  and  signed 
by  President  Cleveland.  The  validity  of  the  law  was 
tested,  and  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  by  a 
vote  of  five  to  four,  declared  the  law  unconstitutional. 
It  was  claimed  by  this  court  that  the  construction  of 
the  law  was  defective. 


III.-SINOLE  TAX. 

This  is  offered  by  the  iManhattan  Single  Tax  League 
of  New  York  as  a  cure  for  many  present  ills.  This 
league  teaches  that  all  land  should  bo  taxed  according 
to  its  possible  value,  no  owner  being  exempted.  The 
supposition  is,  that  men  will  not  then  be  tempted  to 
hold  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of  land  for  their 
own  luxury;  but  they  will  either  hire  men  to  work  the 
land,  and  thereby  give  work  to  more  men,  or  they  will 
sell  the  land  so  it  may  be  worked  by  somebody  else. 
Ao  doubt  the  benefits  of  this  system  are  exaggerated 
and,  as  is  very  frequent  in  partial  theories  of  reform,' 
it  would  be  clipping  o.'T  a  few  branches  of  the  tree  of 
social  evil  instead  of  cutting  at  the  roots. 
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IV.— SELF-HELP. 

It  is  claimed  by  some  that  the  very  best  remedy  for 
the  poverty  stricken  class  would  be  the  cure  of  "self- 
help."  The  theory  is,  that  the  commonwealth  or  gov- 
ermnent,  should  make  special  provision  to  teach  every 
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youDff  man  and  young  woman  the  secretH  of  self-im- 
provement, and,  therefore,  self-advancement.  It  has 
been  found  that  the  best  methods  of  relief  are  those 
which  create  and  foster  the  spirit  of  "self-help." 

Wo  answer  that  "self-help"  already  has  its  great- 
est etimulus  in  our  present  competitive  system;  wo 
cannot  see  how  it  would  be  i)ossiblo  to  throw  out  more 
inducements  for  men  and  women  to  be  independent 
than  are  given  in  this  war  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest. 
It  is  unavoidable  in  the  present  rush  of  selfishness  and 
competition  that  some  are  way  down.  It  will  always 
be  so  until  the  causes  of  the  present  inequality  be- 
tween man  and  man  shall  be  swept  away  to  such  an 
extent  that  all  will  have  an  equal  opportunity  to  be- 
come what  they  ought  to  be. 


v.— INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS. 

The  Industrial  School  is  no  longer  an  ejqjcriment. 
It  is  doing  on  a  small  scale  what  Socialism  proposes  to 
do  on  a  general  scale.  It  has  been  tried  in  Europe  and 
America.  "Wlien  Anthony  J.  Drexel,  with  the  purest  of 
motives,  founded  the  Drexel  Institute  in  Philadelphia, 
it  was  said  by  some  that  this  kind  of  work  would  even- 
tually solve  the  problem  of  labor  and  industry.  This 
institute,  and  others  of  iU  kind,  have  done  a  great 
amount  of  good  and  nothing  but  words  of  praise  should 
be  spoken  concerning  those  who  have  aimed  to  help 
humanity  in  this  manner;  but  as  far  as  settling  the 
discontent  among  workingmen,  the  industrial  school 
has  accomplished  very  little. 

The  theory  of  the  industrial  school  will  find  its  most 
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practical  domonstration  under  tlio  oo-oporative  sys- 
tem of  govfrnmi'Ut.  Wlio.-i  that  happy  timo  comes, 
there  will,  no  doubt,  be  industrial  m-hools  to  train 
young  men  and  women  for  the  difTe.  ent  tra(h«s  and 
oeeupations  of  life,  and  when  they  get  their  training, 
they  will  not  find  a  erne!  .system  of  competition  keep- 
ing them  out  of  work. 

There  are  many  other  remedies  that  have  been  i)ro- 
posed  to  overcome  the  present  evils  of  society.    Some 
of  these  may  be  worthy  of  more  attention  than  some 
we  have  mentioned,  but  it  is  impossible  to  consider 
them.    The  whole  list  of  proposed  remedies  are  inef- 
ficient to  accomplish  the  desired  result.     Reformers 
are  gradually  seeing  that  theory  amounts  to  but  very 
little;  for  we  are  dealing  with  the  mighty  monster  of 
Monopoly,  and  nothing  })ut  a  hard  and  definite  blow 
will  count  for  anything.     Decisive  and  radical  action 
will  save  the  nation  and  lift  the  laboring  masses  to 
their  proper  \  'aue  of  existence.     Men  love  their  pet 
schemes  more  than  they  love  the  truth,  and,  for  that 
reason,  much  time  and  energy  is  being  wasted.    We 
hail  with  delight  the  indication  of  the  times  in  the 
strong  tendency  to  unite  forces,  and,  no  doubt,  the 
armies  of  Labor  will  gather  their  scattered  units  to- 
gether and  unite  in  a  common  attack  upon  the  fortress 
of  Capital.    Until  then,  let  us  do  what  we  can  to  de- 
stroy i)etty  jealousies,  and  counteract  extreme  teach- 
ings, and  counsel  for  sensible  Labor  agitation. 
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I.— COMMUNISM. 

In  considering  briefly  the  subject  of  Communism, 
we  will  go  no  farther  back  than  the  days  of  the  earW 
Christians.    It  is  said  that  they  liad  all  things  in  oom 
mon.     For  some  time  believers  tried  this  m.^hod  of 
bocial  government,  and  apparently  the  system  failed 
If  there  is  any  discredit  for  this  it  must  not  be  placed 

th^e'bn.  "^^"1''°  '"'''''  ''  ^^'^^^^°'  ^"^  ratber\po1 
he  business  judgment  of  the  Christian  leaders  of  that 
time.  The  attempt  to  perpetuate  any  type  of  Com- 
munism amongst  a  select  class  of  people,  1  ving  in  the 
midst  of  a  competitive  Social  systL,  ha.;  always  been 
attended    with    difficulties,    and    usually    results    i^ 

Concerning  the  community  of  goods  at  Jerusalem 
it  must  be  observed  that  it  was  not  compulsory     The 
system  was  not  inaugurated  by  a  general  suffrage 
nor  by  any  kmd  of  confiscation.  The  best  light  we  have 
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on  this  onrly  ('on..uuni.sm  in  foim.I  in  tlu'  Bihio   nn.l 

::mw:  -r  ^t  ^"-r^ '-'  --'''^^^  "- 

Nine,  Iftor    ,n  .speaking  to  hini,  made  it  clear  that 
his  Hin  eons.sted  not  in  celling  his  land  and  k  ',     ' 

he  nionoy.  hut  in  his  ciea-ption  and  falsriJj     [i^ 
«aid.  hefore  Ananias  droppe.I  dea.l,  -Whiles   it   re 
mained.  was  it  not  thine  own/  and  after  i    was  so  d 

::^:1Z'V'''''T''''''^'^  wi.yhastui:^n: 

med  this  th.ng  ,n  tinne  hoart  ?    Thou  hast  not  lied 
unto  men,  hut  unto  (Jod."     Arts  54 

Communism  as  umhTstood  to-dav"  is  more  radical 
than  any  type  of  advanced  socialisn.;  hut  nothin^mor 

oed  he  said,  inasmuch  as  it  has  given  way  to  other 
theories  and  other  systems. 


ir.-CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETIES. 

\Vo  have  neither  time  nor  spa.e  to  speak  of  a  tithe 
of  the  organizations  that  have  heen  formed  to  improve 

me  rndTrn'r%  ''''''  '^'^^'^  """^^^-^  ^^  "  '  oH 
time,  and  then  died  a  natural  death;  others  have  lived 

va\Z   nf   r  'I  "'^  ''""■'^'«°  ^■'^   ^^  the  superior 

^alue   of   Co-operation;    hut    the   e-ird^n    nf   J    •  ! 

tion  must  strugjrle  iL-iin.f  nii      ,  i    ,    /    ^'^-opera- 

n„?r,  """'  "°'"'  """'«'"■  "'■">'Pl"»  of  the  00. 

?n   h     V""™""T'"'  '^  ^'"-^  '^-•'l™'!-    This  eo™. 
cmted  witl,  a  com|,ef,t,ve  .system  of  economies     The 
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country  had  its  periodical  strikes,  and  labor  disturb- 
ances, and  its  shadings  of  poverty  and  cr-me.  After 
stumbling  in  the  dark,  hunting  for  the  cause  of  all  their 
economic  troubles,  they  found  that  it  was  private  ovra- 
crship  and  Monopoly.  There  were  wise  heads  enough 
to  carry  sentiment  in  favor  of  reform,  so  child-labor 
in  factories  was  abolished  and  a  splendid  school  sys- 
tem was  inaugurated.  A  government  farm  was  estab- 
lished where  all  the  unemi)loyed  could  find  work  at 
$2.00  per  day.  The  large  land  holdings  were  divided 
into  small  tracts,  giving  many  more  the  chance  to  till 
the  soil.  To  condense  a  long  description  into  a  few 
words  we  would  say  that  New  Zealand  adopted  the 
main  features  of  co-operation  and  public  ownership. 

These  reforms  were  instituted  in  1893,  and,  as  a 
result,  there  has  been  a  wonderful  change  for  the  bet- 
ter in  the  economic  affairs  of  the  country.  Strikes, 
crimes  and  poverty  have  been  decreased  and  the  peo- 
ple are  contented  and  happy.  Tramps,  beggars  and 
drunkenness  have  largely  disappeared.  It  is  being 
clearly  demonstrated,  even  to  them  who  were  skepti- 
cal at  first,  that  the  reform  movement  in  New  Zealand 
is  the  proper  solution  of  the  Social  ills  that  formerly 
afflicted  that  country,  and  that  still  throw  their  black 
shadows  over  America  and  many  other  nations. 

The  co-operative  commonwealth  idea  is  giving  one 
object  lesson  after  another  of  what  can  be  dor  •;  and 
the  people  are  slowly  learning  the  benefits  of  such  sys- 
tems, and  by  the  experiments  that  are  being  made,  we 
will  gradually  come  to  learn  the  best  system  of  co- 
operation. All  these  things  are  school  masters  giving 
us  the  education  that  is  essential  for  deliverance. 
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III.— NATIONALIZATION  OF  LAND. 

The  natir  jui;;:;it  oil  of  land  is  iiot  a  system  of 
socialism,  'he  theory  r-  nearly  socialistic  in  its  tend- 
ency, and  w  )  :"ntion  i'  because  some  stress  has  been 
put  upon  thiB.  ouLjcct  by  certain  enthusiasts.  This 
theory  has  been  proposed  as  a  cure  for  Social  ills.  Mr. 
lleniy  George,  basing  his  argument  on  Kicardo's 
"Law  of  Rent,"  argued  that  if  all  land  were  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  people,  it  would  result  in  untold 
blessings  to  the  wage-earners. 

We  believe  there  is  more  dreamy  speculation  in  this 
conclusion  than  ai)pears  at  first  sight.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  some  good  might  be  accom})lished  under 
the  reign  of  .\fr.  George's  ideas,  but  it  is  certain  that 
all  he  has  promised  could  not  be  realized  by  the 
industrial  class. 

There  are  many  other  things  that  must  be  taken 
into  consideration  and  properly  adjusted  before  a 
substantial  relief  will  be  felt  by  the  great  class  of 
wage-earners.  The  mass  of  modern  reformers  are  not 
inclined  to  iiang  their  hopes  upon  the  Nationalization 
of  liand  doctrines  alone. 


IV.— SOCIALIST  LABOR  PARTY. 

This  is  a  political  movement,  and  was  among  the 
first  in  the  United  States  to  attempt  a  marshaling  of 
forces  in  a  presidential  campaign.  This  particular 
political  party  is  radically  opposed  to  trade  unions. 
This  party  has  done  much  pioneer  work,  and  has 
helped  to  l)ring  about  its  oavti  destruction.  It  is  grad- 
ually giving  way  or  being  absorbed  by  the  Socialist 
Partv. 
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v.— SOCIALIST  PARTY. 

The  Socialibt  Party  is  known  in  the  states  of  New 
York  and  AV'iscousin  as  tlie  Social  Democratic  Party. 
This  is  due  to  the  peculiarity  of  the  laws  in  t':.  so 
states  by  which  the  party  cannoc  style  itself  the  So- 
cialist Party,  and  so  we  have  one  great  political  move- 
ment under  two  wings,  that  is  aiming  to  gather  and 
foster  enough  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  co-operative 
method  until  enough  votes  can  be  won  to  carry  the 
national  election.  Already  a  number  of  smaller  offi- 
cers have  been  elected  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, ""he  combined  vote  of  these  two  parties  was  be- 
tween lour  and  five  hundied  thousand  in  the  year 
1904.  The  platform  of  the  Socialist  Party  in  1904  is 
very  comprehensive,  and  so  lengthy  that  we  cannot 
insert  it  here. 

There  are  other  socialistic  movements  that  have 
been  operating  to  remedy  the  present  evils  of  society: 
they  are  all  struggling  for  existence,  each  one  hoping 
to  sweep  the  world  with  its  power  by  some  sudden 
uprise  of  popular  opinion.  If  it  were  not  for  the 
policy  of  each  one  operating  in  his  own  little  comer, 
the  redemption  of  Labor  would  quickly  come  to  pass ; 
but  it  will  necessarily  occupy  much  time  and  consume 
much  energy  in  uniting  the  movements  of  social 
reform. 

In  the  next  chapter  we  shall  consider  Socialism  di- 
rectly, with  the  hope  that  the  reader  may  get  a  clear 
idea  of  what  is  meant  by  this  movement. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 


The  word  Socialism  has  been  used  in  a  very  elastic 
sense  to  cover  the  principal  schools  of  economical  re- 
form through  the  past  ages.  There  is  a  reason  for 
this  confusion  since  many  have  called  themselves 
Socialists  who  breathed  the  air  of  the  libertine  and 
who  walked  in  the  path  of  Anarchy;  but  gradually  the 
ear  of  corn  is  being  stripped  of  its  dark  husks,  and  the 
world  is  seeing  more  clearly  the  good  and  wholesome 
grain.  Thoughtful  men  are  rapidly  clearing  their 
minds  of  the  prejudice  that  they  have  held  against 
Socialism,  because  they  are  making  allowance  for  the 
wild  and  erratic  expressions  of  certain  laborers  who 
feel  the  iron  heel  of  oppression  and  are  blindly  striking 
back.     Christian  men  have  long  ago  recognized  the 
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inequalities  between  neighbors  of  the  human  family, 
and  have  been  looking  for  a  method  to  equalize  the 
conditions  under  which  the  human  brotherhood  shall 
live.  They  have  found  that  true  social  reform  offers 
the  best  remedy  for  existing  ills.  It  is  therefore 
proper  to  give  an  idea  of  w^hat  is  meant  by  Socialism. 


L— DEFINITIONS  OF  SOCIALISM. 


Socialism  is  a  new  industrial  system  which  aims  to 
give  to  all  a  more  equal  distribution  of  the  products 
of  Labor  by  the  public  collective  ownership  and  man- 
agenient  of  all  industries  and  all  land. 

We  will  give  a  number  of  other  definitions  from 
various  sources.  Let  us  first  listen  to  what  the  dic- 
tionaries say: 

"Socialism  is  a  theory  of  society  that* advocates  a 
more  precise,  orderly  and  harmonious  arrangement  of 
the  social  relations  of  mankind  than  that  which  has 
hitherto  prevailed. ' ' — Webster. 

"Socialism  is  a  science  of  reconstructing  society  on 
an  entirely  new  basis,  by  substituting  the  principle  of 
association  for  that  of  competition  in  every  branch 
of  human  industry." — Worcester. 

"Socialism  is  the  abolition  of  that  individual  action 
on  which  modem  societies  depend,  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  a  regulated  system  of  co-operative  action."— 
Imperial. 

"Socialism  is  a  theory  of  policy  that  aims  to  secure 
the  reconstruction  of  society,  increase  of  wealth,  and 
a  more  equal  distribution  of  the  products  of  labor 
through  the  public  collective  ownership  of  land  and 
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capital  (as  distinguished  from  property)  and  tlr  pub- 
lic collective  management  of  all  industries.  Us  motto 
is  'Everyone  according  to  his  deeds.'  " — Standard. 

"Socialism  is  any  theory  or  system  of  local  organ- 
ization which  would  abolish  entirely,  or  in  a  great 
part,  the  individual  effort  and  competition  on  which 
modern  society  rests,  and  substitute  co-operation; 
which  would  introduce  a  more  perfect  and  equal  dis- 
tribution of  the  i)roducts  of  labor,  and  would  make 
land  and  capital,  as  the  instruments  of  production,  the 
joint  possession  of  the  community." — Century. 

We  will  now  give  a  few  definitions  of  Socialism  from 
certain  writers  on  Social  Reform: 

"What  Socialists  (and  many  anti-Socialists  as 
well)  propose  for  early  adoption  is:  City  ownership 
and  management  of  lighting  ])lants,  water  works  and 
street  railroads,  and  national  ownership  and  manage- 
ment of  railroads,  telegrai)hs  and  mines."— Wilbur  F. 
Crafts  in  "Practical  Christian  Sociology." 

"Socialism  aims  to  unite  the  greatest  liberty  of  ac- 
tion with  the  common  owr.ership  of  the  raw  material 
of  the  globe,  and  an  equal  participation  of  all  in  the 
benefits  of  combined  labor."— John  Stuart  Mill. 

"Socialism,  in  general,  desires  to  abolish  private 
property  only  in  so  far  as  it  enables  one  to  gather  an 
income  through  the  toil  of  others  without  personal 
exertion.  *  •  *  Not  only  are  the  material  instru- 
ments of  production  to  be  owned  in  common,  but  they 
are  to  be  managed  by  the  collectivity  in  order  that  to 
the  people  as  a  whole,  may  accrue  all  those  gains  of 
enterprise  called  profits.  *  •  *  "We  may  call  the 
chief  purpose  of  Socialism  distributive  justice." — 
Ely's  Socialism. 
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"Socialism  abhors  the  violent  methods  of  fanatics; 
it  is  peaceful  and  law-abiding,  and  it  puts  its  trust  in 
ballots  rather  than  in  bombs.  •  •  •  The  hull  of 
the  present  industrial  ship  is  rotten  and  utterly  un- 
seaworthy;  her  keel  of  private  capital,  her  vaulted 
ribs  of  freedom  of  contract,  and  her  j)row  of  free  com- 
petition, all  fused  together  and  festering  with  the 
vicious  principle  of  self-interest,  have  come  to  be  in 
the  progressive  evolution  of  society,  economically  in- 
defensible and  socially  destructive  assumptions. 

"Such  is  the  leaky  condition  of  the  worn-out  craft 
of  individualism,  endangering  the  lives  alike  of  its 
capitalistic  cabin  passengers  and  its  laboring  steerage 
passengers,  when  the  Socialistic  Ship  of  State  comes 
alongside  and  invites  the  imperilled  passengers  and 
crew  to  get  on  board.  We  examine  the  pruiciples  on 
which  the  new  ship  is  constructed,  and,  finding  them 
to  be  civil  liberty,  fraternal  equality  and  social  justice, 
we  are  logically  bound  to  accept  them  without  regard 
to  the  particular  manner  in  which  the  ship  may  be 
rigged." — F.  M.  Sprague,  in  "Socialism  from  Genesis 
to  Revelation." 

"Socialism  deserves  an  entire  volume  for  its  dis- 
cission, and  no  attempt  will  be  made  in  this  book  to 
analyze  or  define  it.  Under  it,  there  is  contemplated 
a  complete  revolution  by  some  means,  peaceful  or 
otherwise,  of  the  present  industrial  system,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  new  order,  -which  shall  rest  entirely 
upon  public  control."— Carroll  D.  Wright,  "Outline 
of  Practical  Sociology"  Page  421. 

We  will  ceaso  giving  deiinitions  for  the  present,  be- 
cause, according  to  Mr.  Weeks,  a  clear  conception  can- 
not be  gained  in  this  manner.  We  quote  from  one  of 
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his  speeches:  "Socialism  is  a  livinj?  phenomenon,  and 
like  all  live  things,  eludes  definition.  A  live  thing  can 
be  viewed  at  so  many  ditTerent  angles,  and,  besides, 
it  changes  so  insensibly  from  moment  to  moment,  that 
to  sit  down  and  make  an  all  aromid  definition  of  it  is 
a  task  nearly  hopeless." — Rufus  W.  Weeks. 


*- 


TL— AIMS  OF  SOCIALISM. 

The  aims  of  Socialism  are  suppv^sed  to  be  embodied 
in  the  definitions  which  we  have  just  given,  but  very 
frequently  a  person  may  read  the  definitions  and  yet 
not  know  much  about  the  subject.  It  is  our  purpose 
to  make  this  subject  clear,  and  so  v:e  will  proceed  to 
give  the  objects  which  the  Social  Reformers  have  in 
view. 

1.  The  CoUeciive  Ownership  and  Management  of 
all  the  Industries. 

2.  The  Equalization  of  the  Burdens  of  Society. 

3.  Individuals  Sharing  the  Full  Social  Products 
of  Their  Labors. 

These  are  three  great  aims  and  must  be  understood 
in  order  to  '  '  appreciated.  The  Co-operative  Com- 
monwealth is  a  coming  reality,  and  will  be  here  just 
as  soon  as  the  general  mass  of  people  are  fully  awak- 
ened to  their  privileges.  We  will  give  the  postoffice 
system  of  the  United  States  as  a  practical  illustration 
of  public  ownership  and  management;  and,  if  a  per- 
son can  soe  how  beneficial  this  is,  he  will  then  be  able 
to  see  how  the  principle  will  work  in  other  branches 
of  industry. 

It  seems  like  a  miracle  that  the  true,  common  sense 
idea  of  social  economics  should  find  its  full  expression 
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in  relation  to  the  po.stoffice  department.  It  is  a  won- 
<ler  that  the  sehemer.s  did  not  prevent  the  public  own- 
ership and  management  of  this  splendid  dei)artment. 
As  we  now  have  it,  all  the  people  own  the  entire  post- 
offioe  service  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  our  great 
country;  and,  for  that  reason,  a  letter  can  be  sent 
across  fifteen  states  for  as  much  money  as  it  will  cost 
to  send  across  one  county.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
same  rules  and  regulations  are  operative  throughout 
the  wliole  system,  so  tlmt  a  business  man  can  calculate 
with  accuracy  when  he  deals  with  the  postofBco 
department. 

Can  you  imagine  the  result,  if  private  monopolies 
controlled  this  department  of  service?  No  doubt  we 
would  have  or«  company  runnii.,^  a  mail  line  from  San 
Francisco  ♦o  )  nver,  and  another  from  Denver  'o 
Chicago,  and  another  from  New  York  to  Washington, 
and  after  this  fashion  the  lines  would  be  dui)licated 
until  our  country  would  be  covered  with  private  mail 
systems,  each  one  competing  witli  the  other,  and  after 
the  order  of  the  express  companies,  each  one  charging 
its  own  rate,  so  that  it  would  cost  possibly  sixteen 
cents  to  send  a  letter  across  the  continent,  nine  cents 
half  that  far,  and  three  cents  for  shorter  distances.  If 
this  were  proposed  instead  of  our  present  Socialistic 
system,  hov  many  people  would  be  willing  to  make 
the  change?  We  need  not  Avait  for  an  answer,  nearly 
all  business  men  are  ready  to  admit  that  one  of  the 
most  reliable  concerns  is  the  postoffice  system  under 
the  supervision  of  the  government. 

Would  it  not  be  a  great  blessing  to  all  the  people 
if  the  railroads,  express  companies,  telegraph  and 
telephone  companies,  and,  in  fact,  every  other  indus- 
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try,  were  under  the  control  ol"  all  the  people  instond  of 
ht'ing  controlled  by  a  few  m'ra.sping,  greedy  monopolists 
who  take  advantage  wherever  opportunity  otYcrs? 
Why  should  not  the  national  govenunent  own  all  the 
railroads  in  the  nation?  The  advantages  that  woiihl 
flow  to  the  i)eo|)le  would  be  countless  compared  with 
what  they  now  enjoy.  Our  goviMiiment  wouhl  have 
owned  the  railroa(ls  long  ago,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
fact  that  the  railroad  corporations  can  alTord  to  liuy 
up  enough  of  the  state  legislators  an<l  enough  of  the 
lawmakers  at  Washington  to  carry  through  any  })ro- 
ject  they  desire.  It  is  said,  on  good  authority,  that 
in  the  legislature  of  one  of  the  western  states,  a  single 
state  legislator  received  and  distributed  a  thousand 
railroad  passes  in  one  session  for  the  purjwse  of  win- 
ning political  support.  The  poor  people  must  pay 
enough  carfare  so  that  many  who  are  nhlc  to  pay  can 
ride  free.  The  saddest  feature  of  all  is  that  this  brib- 
ery plunders  the  state  and  also  demoralizes  it> 
citizens. 

Another  curse  of  the  private  ownership  of  our  rail- 
roads is  seen  in  the  large  number  of  killed  and  wounded 
annually.  Some  one  has  said  that  it  is  more  danger- 
ous to  be  employed  on  an  American  railroad  than  to 
be  a  soldier  in  the  Prussian  army  in  time  of  war.  Tf 
the  government  owned  the  railroads,  then  there  would 
be  no  time  or  expense  spared  for  the  adjustment  of 
safety  appliances,  and  for  the  adoption  of  all  other 
precautionary  measures,  and  all  these  benefits  would 
be  furnished  at  cost.  As  we  now  have  it,  the  people 
of  the  United  States  are  paying  divndends  on  several 
billions  of  watered  stock,  and  in  many  sections  of  our 
country  they  are  also  paying  the  expense  of  keeping 
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are  so  rich   that   their  fortuno.s   have  attra.-tod   the 

attention  of  all  tho  world. 
As  to  the  second  and  third  aims  of  Sorialisni.  theso 

will  naturaly  and  ca-sily  follow  if  th,.  first  aim  is 
reached  Tlu-  blossin^.s  that  will  come  to  .so<.idv  as  a 
result  of  Co-oi,orativo  nil,.,  wo  have  unf.,lde.l  in  thrc- 
.■mpter.s  entitled,  -niessin^s  Cnder  Social  Jiefonn  " 
He  invite  the  reader  to  study  these  three  eh  .ters 
<arefully  m  order  to  p-t  a  brief  picture  of  the  num- 
berless blessings  that  will  surely  come  to  us  when  the 
glorious  day  of  Social  Reform  is  at  hand 


iri.-REMARKS  CONCP:RXTX(f  SOCIAIJSM. 


l.-SociAusM  IS  Practical,  and  is  Endorsed  by 
Eminent  Men. 

Untried  theories  are  looked  upon  wich  suspicion, 
but  Socialism  is  more  than  theory;  it  is  even  more 
han  an  experiment.    Many  of  its  first  principles  have 
been  tried  with  very  satisfactory  results.    Hon.  Robt 

sn.  nf  leoA  "'''''"!'°'^'"*  ^^  ^^''  ^^^'^^^  States  Cen- 
sus  of  18!)0    ,„  a  letter  from  England  savs,  "It  is 

:  ?'r ;  7  '^""  '^'^"^  ^'''^^'''-  ^•it'^  <'on.siderabIe 
trutJi,  that  whenever  tho  j?overnment  or  tho  munici- 
pality, in  England,  has  undertaken  an  enterprise  here- 
tofore  managed  by  private  individuals,  the  work  has 
boon  more  satisfactorily  done;  those  employed  have 
been  better  paid,  and  the  people  are  better  pleased 

with  the  result.     •     •     *     The  excellent  re.sultfrorn 
mrr.;«;r-.ni  -.— t,-«-i  •       i»  -  •^•twii.-^  iium 

Tni......pa;  wwnurship  of  gas  and  water  works  and  the 
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profits  from  these  enterprises,  have  settled  this  phase 
of  the  municipal  problem  for  all  time  to  come." 

Mmiicipal  ownership  gives  us  a  very  direct  idea  on  a 
small  scale,  of  what  true  Social  Reform  will  do  on  a 
large  scale.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  municipal  own- 
ership is  very  successful,  and  is  pa  'ing  the  way  for  the 
larger  movement ;  for  not  only  hundreds  but  thousands 
of  cities  are  voting  for  municipal  ownership.  A  short 
time  ago  the  legislature  of  Nebraska  passed  a  law  com- 
pelling the  city  government  of  Omaha  to  take  posses- 
sion of  its  water  works.  Public  opinion  is  ripening  so 
rapidly  on  this  question,  that  over  one-half  of  all  the 
cities  and  towns  in  the  United  States  own  their  water- 
works. Reports  are  coming  in  from  all  places  of  the 
great  success  of  this  new  movement.  People  get  better 
service  for  less  money,  and  could  not  be  persuaded  to 
return  to  the  old  time  custom. 

Along  the  general  line  of  Municipal  Ownership,  the 
United  States  is  far  behind  Great  Britain.  This 
country  across  the  sea  is  launching  into  new  ter- 
ritory; it  is  slowly  but  surely  pursuing  a  policy 
leading  toward  the  co-operative  commonwealth.  In 
Glasgow,  where  nearly  a  million  people  live,  the  mu- 
nicipal ownership  idea  has  been  developed  to  an  un- 
usual extent.  The  city  owns  and  manages  its  own 
slaughter  houses,  its  market  system,  its  sanitary  wash- 
houses,  its  lodging  houses,  art  galleries,  gas  and  elec- 
tric works,  and  city  farm  where  the  sewage  is  used, 
and  fodder  raised  to  feed  horces  that  are  needed  to 
clean  the  city  streets. 

It  is  remarkable  what  effect  this  municipal  owner- 
ship is  having  on  the  city  of  Glasgow.  Its  working 
people  are  elevated;  wealth  is  distributed;  the  num- 
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ber  of  hours  for  a  day's  work  has  been  reduced;  street- 
car fares  have  been  greatly  cut;  all  kinds  of  trans- 
portation are  cheaper;  and  in  every  way,  great  bless- 
ings have  come  to  the  people. 

If  it  were  necessary,  we  f'ould  give  this  one  testi- 
mony from  over  one  thousand  cities,  to  prove  that  niu 
nicipal  ownership  is  working  favorably,  and  that  thu 
people  could  not  be  persuaded  to  surrender  their  pub- 
licly controlled  franchises,  and  hand  them  over  to  a  few 
individuals  to  run  them  as  they  might  see  fit. 

The  advocates  of  Social  Reform  are  now  legion,  ann 
among  them  are  some  bright  lights.  Back  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  Nineteenth  Century  it  was  both  vaguely 
and  definitely  advocated  in  America  by  such  illustrious 
characters  as  Hawthorne,  Emerson,  Lowoll,  Whittier, 
Thoreau,  Channing,  Chas.  A.  Dana.  England  also  fur- 
nished a  shining  galaxy  of  able  Socialistic  advocates. 

2. — Socialism  is  the  Fifth  Industrial  Order  tn  the 
History  of  Labor. 

We  will  once  more  give  a  bird's-eye-view  of  the  five 
industrial  systems  covering  the  history  of  Labor. 

(1)  Natural  Liberty. 

Under  this  system  or  systemless  order  of  society, 
every  man  worked  for  himself  and  enjoyed  the  boim- 
ties  of  nature  at  his  own  pleasure.  Society  was  then 
simple  and  rude,  and  was  in  its  first  stages. 

(2)  Slavery. 

This  became  the  rulmg  form  of  labor  in  all  the  great, 
countries  of  ancient  times.     Labor  then  was  at  its 
lowest  point. 
15 
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(3)  Feudalism. 

This  was  a  slight  advance  over  slavery  and  was  pre- 
dominant through  medieval  times. 

(4)  Capitalistic  and  Contract  System. 

This  is  the  system  under  which  we  are  now  living. 
It  is  capitalistic  because  private  capital  is  the  rulmg 
power  in  the  labor  world. 

(5)    Socialism. 

This  is  no^  here  yet,  but  it  is  coming  with  steady 
advance,  and  no  power  will  be  able  to  stop  the 
avalanche  when  its  full  sweep  is  on. 

This  leads  us  to  mak-  the  following  declaration: 

3.— Socialism  is  a  WoBLD-WinE  Influence  and  Will 
Finally  Triumph. 

.u\Z^^  ^'""^^^  ^^'  ^^"^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^"^^t  Socialists  that 
the  better  state  of  Society  would  come  about  by  evolu- 
tion; but  the  majority  of  people  have  been  taught  that 
evolution  takes  several  million  years  to  make  a  partial 
change  m  the  organism  of  the  body;  consequently, 
some  practically  mmded  men  approve  of  the  movement 
m  politics.    Thi-8  method  will  accomplish  more  in  one 
decade  than  evolution  could  accomplish  in  ages;  so 
that  viewmg  Socialism  conservatively,  it  must  be  said 
that  It  18  now  passing  through  the  dark  valley  between 
two  mountain  tops.    It  is  gradually  scaling  the  steep 
inclines  and  it  shall  have  for  its  support  the  most  emi- 
nent scholars  in  the  very  near  future.    It  is  fightinjr 
the  same  battle  that  Christianity  fought  in  the  begin 
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niDg.  It  was  said  then,  "Not  many  wise  men,  not 
maiiy  mighty,  not  many  noble  are  called;  but  God  hath 
chosen  the  foolish  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the 
wise ;  and  God  hath  chosen  th  -ak  things  of  the  world 
to  confoimd  things  which  ai  -n  'hty;  and  base  thiir^-s 
of  the  world,  things  which  despised  hath  Guu 

chosen,  yea  and  things  which  e  not,  to  brmg  to 
nought  the  things  that  are."  Although  Christianity 
had  humble  men  for  its  leaders,  yet,  through  its  in- 
herent qualities,  it  has  grown  to  be  a  world-wide 
power,  and  is  supported  by  the  greatest  minds  in  the 
world;  so  we  predict  that  Socialism  shall  have  a 
similar  course. 

The  public  press  of  our  country  is  largely  controlled 
by  the  dominant  political  parties,  and  therefore  the 
people  are  not  given  the  most  encouraging  news  con- 
oernmg  the  advance  of  Socialistic  thought.  The  So- 
cialistic party  had  a  stormy  beginning,  and  many  of  its 
adherents  were  not  in  accord  with  the  Christian 
church,  and  therefore,  they  held  manv  of  their  political 
meetings  on  Sunday,  (as  they  still  do),  at  which,  in 
some  mstances,  intoxicating  drinks  are  used.  Such 
facts  as  these  have  given  a  ''black  eye"  to  the  Social- 
istic movement;  but  these  things  will  be  counteracted 
when  the  attention  of  the  general  public  is  aroused  to 
see  the  real  condition  of  things.  When  the  prevailing 
sentiment  m  the  Socialistic  party  manifests  the  spirit 
of  true  Christianity,  these  objectionable  things  will 
vanish  like  the  darkness  before  the  rising  sun. 

The  reader  can  draw  his  own  conclusion  as  to  the 
probable  outcome  of  this  political  movement.  We  are 
evidently  standing  on  the  edge  of  great  agitations  in 
the    industrial    world.      The    millionaire,    Eufus    W 
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Weeks,  said,  ^'That  great  movement  of  which  we  have 
seen  tlie  beginning  in  the  Nineteenth  Century,  and  of 
which  the  Twentieth  Century  is  very  likely  to  see  the 
consummation,  is  the  uprising  of  the  working  class, 
those  who  are  hired  in  herds.     *     *     *     "pj^^ 
venerable  historian,  Mommsen,  said,  concerning  Social- 
ists a  year  or  two  since :    '  To-day  this  is  the  only  great 
party  which  has  a  claim  to  political  respect.'     *     *     * 
If,  in  this  attempt  to  read  the  Social  mathematics  of 
the  times,  I  have  read  aright,  it  appears  that  the 
working  classes  are  to  be  our  masters !    Let  us  hope 
they  will  be  good  to  us.    After  all,  they  will  demand 
no  more  from  us  than  the  northern  states  demanded  of 
th.'  southern— to  come  in  and  to  be  one  with  them  on 
eqnal  terms." 

When  the  new  economic  government  is  established. 
It  18  quite  certain  that  all  reasonable  people  will 
greatly  rejoice,  and  will  clearly  see  the  definite  ad- 
vantages of  the  new  order  over  the  old.  We  will  state 
in  the  next  three  chapters  a  few  of  the  blessmgs  which 
we  Will  realize  under  the  reign  of  the  Socialistic  gov- 
ernment. 
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to  us  as  soon  as  we  are  willing  to  throw  nfffl       ? 
we  will  give  m  this  chapter  and  the  nnp  fnii^^- 
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*^2rJK'^^"  "  "'"''  W-^""""  of  the  same  prm- 
I.-POVERTY  WILL  BE  AT  AN  END. 


AvL    .'      M ""'"  'P'^^  ^^  *^^^  P^^'^^ty  of  the  poor 
AUat  terrible  pictures  of  wretchedness  and  want  nse 
before  us,  as  we  think  of  the  conditions  in  whTch    ho 
most  mifortunate  classes  of  human  beings  arc  com 
pelled  to  work  and  live.     In  one  picture^e  see  the 

clad  bldlv'hr'  T^'T  ""'^^P^^^'  underfed, TooHy 
ttlutfon  the  .'°'  r™rked,  living  from  hand 
to  mouth  on  the  starvation  wages  which  they  receive 
n  return  for  eight,  ten  or  twelve  hours  of  slavhh  work 
eol'osedt^^^^^^^  -  the  vagri;'  lit 

Sodetv  Annf  ^.^r^^'"''  '^'^^^'''  vagabonds  of 
nessthp  tT  P/l"'^  ^'^'^5^^'  ^»ih  ^ruel  vivid- 
world  with  ^7^ '"^,  *^'  "^'P^^"  ^*^"^^^^"^  i«  '-^  cold 
ask  n'g  7ofh^"easr  Tw"  '"'i  ^^^'^  ^^^^^^-»- 
ing  sights  ?hat  trl^f  •  ^""^  ^°'^  ^  ^"^  ^^  ^^^  t^^ch- 
mfnd  ninf  .1  ^  -^  "'  '°  Practical  life,  and  ever  re- 
mind us  of  the  miserable  poverty  of  the  poor  III 
these  conditions  will  be  ^f  «n  nr,/ ,     i      \i^     ,         " 

0»o  of  the  first  duties  of  Society  under  Co-opera- 
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tion  will  be  to  supply  every  human  being  with  amole 
food   elothmp:,  shelter  and  education,    pfom  a  sZil 
standi>omt   this  will  be  all  for  which  the  people  ^H 
ask     Ihe  law  of  Social  Heform  is  plain  aS?disth^c 
tha   no  human  creature  need  to  live  in  ^us^ense  whin 
contemplating  the  future.    Each  one  wi?I  C  ure  o? 
havmg  enough     >  eat  and  wear  to  the  end  of  his  Says 
He  wiU  not  only  receive  the  necessities  of  Hfe  but  w^ n 
also  enjoy  a  reasonable  share  of  the  luxuries     ThI  " 
will  be  no  low,  dirty  hovels  whore  human  beings  win 
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wZrZ  ""^f  """'  ^  ^'^^  *«  '^^  ^i«  «l^are  of  the  work 

quired  to  do  the  same  amount  of  work  as  l.J«  fin 

sickly  chiW     W  f  '.■"""'e'-  "ou'd  bestow  upon  a 

S  »rr,'  n     .I'  ^*''"™  P^PO'*"  '«  make  as  prae- 
tical  as  possible,  the  social  teachings  of  Jesn<>  rhrit* 

spirUua,  d:;artr,  ""    '"""'™"    '^-"-^    '»    "■<> 
We  a.e  not  ,orCrri7Sa7;t^!i^^ 
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to  tho  natural  burdens  and  struggles  imposed  upon  the 
rich  by  reason  of  their  environments.    There  are,  pro- 
portionately, just  as  many  lives  ruined  and  just  as 
many  sent  to  a  premature  death  by  riches  as  by  pov- 
<'rty.    We  can  also  carry  the  comparison  still  farther, 
by  saying,  that  there  are  just  as  many  cases  of  ner- 
vous prostration  and  insanity  resrlting  from  the  ab- 
normal conditions  of  wealth  as  from  the  painful  con- 
ditions of  poverty.   The  great  masses  of  poor  people 
are  just  as  unconscious  of  the  restlessness,  anxiety  and 
misery  among  the  rich,  as  the  rich  are  of  the  wretched- 
ness and  want  amongst  the  poor.  There  are  exceptions 
to  all  rules,  and,  no  doubt,  there  are  many  rich  people 
who  are  having  a  good,  easy  time  in  this  life,  and  are 
unmmdful  of  their  duties  to  God  and  oociety.  Many  of 
these  will  go  down  to  eternal  ruin,  while  from  the  hum- 
ble hut  many  a  poor  Christian  will  rise  to  eternal 
mansions  in  Heaven. 

Under  the  reign  of  Social  Reform,  this  povt  j  of 
the  rich  will  be  at  an  end,  and  we  beiieve  thf  ihere 
will  be  thousands  of  wealthy  people  who  will  :,e  glad 
to  let  their  responsibility  be  limited  to  a  few  hours 
work  per  day,  instead  of  carrying  day  and  right  a  load 
mtolerable,  and  yet  be  envied.  No  doubt  when  Social 
Reform  commences  its  reign,  due  regard  will  be  given 
to  those  who  possess  a  fortune,  large  or  small.  Just 
what  will  become  of  their  wealth  and  how  it  will  be 
managed  for  th  good  of  the  owner  and  the  good  of 
Society,  will  be  determined  later.  Small  difficulties  of 
this  kind  ought  not  and  will  not  retard  the  progress  of 
Social  Reform. 
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n.-TIIE  FINANCIAL  BUUDEN  OF  ALL 

MISFORTUNES  WILL  BE  BORNE 

BY  THE  PUBLIC. 

The  principal  suffering  that  will  come  to  the  homo 
ot  any  individual  meeting  with  misfortune,  will   b-. 
sorrow  of  heart,  and  the  natural  troubles  and  incon- 
veniences that  usually  attend  afflictions.    Such  burdens 
are  unavoidable,  but  whatever  money  or  human  means 
can  do,  will  be  furnished  promptly  and  freely,  and  the 
wage-earner  with  those  dependent  upon  him,  will  be 
fully  supported  during  the  whole  period  of  affliction 
Concernmg  accidents  and  all  similar  misfortunes 
we  would  say  that  the  injured  will  be  properly  cared 
tor  m  the  municipal  hospital,  or,  in  certain  cases,  in 
the  individual's  home.    All  the  cost  for  this  attention 
will  be  free,  and  the  service  given  will  be  the  best  that 
Society  can  furnish.    The  state  will  provide  an  ample 
and  a  most  efficient  corps  of  nurses,  and  expert  atten- 
tion will  be  given,  free  of  charge,  to  those  who  need  it, 
regardless  of  their  circumstances. 

What  is  true  concerning  accidents,  is  also  true  con- 
cerning all  kinds  of  sickness.  The  services  of  the  or- 
dinary or  special  physician  will  be  free,  and  he  will 
no  be  required  to  work  like  a  slave  night  and  day.  He 
will  ordinarily  bo  on  duty  no  more  than  six  or  eight 
hours,  and  he  will  receive  everything  essential  to  life 
and  hai^pmess  for  his  compensation. 

Also  in  that  glorious  coming  age  there  will  be  no 
competing  drug  stores  dealing  out  all  kinds  of  poison- 
ous patent  raedicines.  This  department  will  be  under 
the  con  rol  of  the  state,  and  nothing  but  the  purest 
and  best  tested  remedies  will  be  used. 
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In  the  ewut  ot  doaih,  Social  Hel'orm  does  not  prom- 
ise to  heal  heart  v      ids  tluit  have  bwu  made,  but  it 

•  way  the  bitter  stint's  that  ar«» 

•li  present  syHtem.   Jt  will  do  all 

<  I  4  care  of  the  remains,  under 

••  it  undertakers,  and  after  the 

iMjctab'y  interred,  there  will  be 

>''»•'  !  '  lor  the  undertaker's 


does  promise  tt     ■ 
HO  often  felt 
this  by  prope 
the  charge  of     >iu' 
remains  have  b  t  n 
no  bill  for  the  ^"• 


services,  comhi  ;     ved  familv.    All  this  will 

be  just  as  free  is  ;  tht  .   .     hey  breathe.    Just  before 
we  wrote  this  chp,  .ter,  ^  ,        -e  called  upon  one  morn- 
ing by  a  broken-  joarted  liitijer.    He  had  just  lost  by 
death    his    dearly    beloved    i.oy,    which    was    trouble 
enough  for  hims.'lf  and  his  ecinpaniou  to  bear,  but  the 
sudden  blow  found  him  unprepared  financially;  and 
so  the  weeping  man  went  tc  the  cemetery  association, 
a  sort  of  trust  owning  the  graveyard  plot,  and  in- 
quired about  a  place  to  burj-  the  child.     He  was  told 
that  if  he  wished  the  regular  place  of  burial,  which  in 
reality  meant  a  decent  place,  he  would  be  obliged  to 
pay  some  money  in  advance.    Under  no  other  condi- 
tion could  he  bury  unless  he  were  to  take  a  place  in 
the  poverty  lot,  and  even  this  would  cost  him  a  small 
''um.    So  the  poor,  bereaved  man  started  on  a  journey 
among  his  friends  to  borrow  money  to  buv  a  lot  in  tlie 
cemetery.     He  found  no  little  trouble  in  getting  the 
necessary  money,  and  after  this  was  secured,  he  then 
found  himself  embarrassed  to  cover  other  necessary 
expenses  in  connection  with  the  funeral.     Tt  is,  in- 
deed,  a  disgrace  that  a  man  must  have  added  to  his 
heart   sorrow  the  delicate   embarrassments   such   as 
above  cited.    This  is  only  one  instance,  and  it  is  a  very 
common  one,  and  always  will  be,  under  our  present 
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economic  systtin.  Duiinjr  (Ik-  f<loiious  n'i^ii  of  Social 
Kfl'orm,  ail  these  inliuiiuui  ('(.mlition.s  will  Im-  swept 
away,  and,  wiiile  religion  will  conifoit  the  sorrowing 
hearts  of  the  berwurd,  the  t'o-operative  methods  will 
attend  to  all  that  relates*  to  the  temporal  side. 

iri.-THE  DKATII-HATHAND  SICKNESS  WIIX 

BE  dechp:asei)  under  social  reform. 

No  one  can  estimate  the  amount  of  hid<len  misery 
and  suffering  that  is  existing  amongst  the  poorer 
classes  of  people,  just  because  they  dn^ad  to  send  for 
a  physician,  knowing  that  they  cannot  aflFord  to  l>e 
sick,  yet  unable  to  avoid  if.  Many  a  case  of  sickness 
IS  allowed  to  go  b.'vcmd  all  reasonable  limits  just  })e- 
cause  of  this  fact,  and  when  the  physician  does  come, 
lie  shakes  his  head  unfavorably  and  says,  "You 
should  have  sent  for  me  sooner."*  It  frequently  hap- 
pens that  death  cannot  be  stayed.  Hardlv  anvbody 
would  refuse  to  send  for  a  competent  physician,  if  ail 
his  services  were  rendered  free  of  charge. 

Take  a  walk  through  the  factories  and  you  ^vill  find 
many  a  poor  sickly  person  strngging  at  his  work,  in- 
stead  of  being  in  bed.  We  have  known  of  score«!  of 
persons  who  were  constantly  taking  medicine,  and  yet 
contmumg  their  labors  at  the  factory  in  their  miser- 
ably  unfit  condition,  just  because  they  «'cou]d  not  af- 
ford to  be  s-ick."  Such  conditions  are  most  convinc- 
ing proof  of  the  present  ill-ordered  state  of  society. 
A\  e  have  often  told  su.  h  people  that  it  would  be  better 
If  ther  would  stop  work  in  time,  bnt  necessity  drives 
them  on  to  their  ntmost  exertion  until,  figuratively 
speaking,  they  drop  in  their  tracks;  and  then,  per- 
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chance,  a  worse  form  of  sickness  will  develop,  or  even 
death  itself  will  come.  Multiply  these  few  conditions 
above  mentioned  by  hundreds  of  thousands  and  you 
have  an  idea  of  the  total  picture  as  presented  in  our 
whole  country. 

Under  Social  Reform  no  one  will  be  required  to  drag 
Dut  his  last  remnant  of  strength  m  the  cruel  struggle 
for  existence.  Neither  will  premature  death  be 
brought  about  by  the  fearful  unsanitary  conditions  in 
thousands  of  our  homes. 

IV.— CHILDREN  WILL  BE  PROPERLY 

PROTECTED  UNDER  SOCIAL 

REFORM. 

When  the  facts  are  known,  one  shudders  at  the 
cruelties  which  children  suffer  imder  our  present 
Social  System.  Laws  have  been  enacted  against  child 
labor,  and  the  public  schools  have  thrown  open  their 
doors  for  all  alike,  and  the  Christian  Church  and  Sun- 
day-school willingly  furnish  moral  and  spiritual  teach- 
ing; yet  with  all  these  advantages,  there  are  immense 
numbers  of  children  who  are  suffering  the  worst  end  of 
our  present  competitive  system.  They  are  underfed 
and  insufficiently  clothed;  they  have  no  home  in  the 
true  sense ;  they  simply  go  to  their  abode  at  night.  We 
refer  mainly  to  the  slum  districts  of  our  large  cities. 
We  spoke  in  the  first  chapters  of  this  book  about  the 
many  men  who  were  in  extreme  poverty.  We  must 
remember  that  to  every  man  in  these  districts  we  must 
count  several  children,  who  are  reeking  in  the  natural 
and  moral  filth  that  surrounds  them.    These  children 
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scarcely  ever  see  a  suit  of  new  clothing  or  a  pair  of 
new  shoes.  They  roam  the  streets  from  early  morn- 
ing until  late  at  night,  and  frequently  sleep  ia  th(^ 
open  air. 

There  are  also  other  children  who  are  compelled  to 
work,  their  parents  having  declared  that  they  needed 
their  support.  To  these,  even  the  law  brings  no  com- 
fort. They  are  toiling  away  their  precious  days  of 
promise  under  the  heavy  yoke  of  industrial  oppres- 
sion. It  is  no  wonder  that  many  of  them  die  young, 
or  are  only  half  develop -d  as  they  enter  the  avenues 
of  advanced  life.  From  these  ranks  swarm  many  of 
the  vicious  and  vagrant  classes.  They  have  had  no 
other  training,  and  society  is  put  to  endless  annoyance 
and  expense  to  deal  -rith  them  in  their  more  mature 
lif  .  Pages  could  be  written  in  describing  the  wretch- 
edness and  other  conditions  of  th*  se  millions  of  chil- 
dren all  over  our  country,  whose  chances  for  a  happy 
and  successful  life  are  fearfully  limited  by  their 
environment. 

Under  the  reign  of  Social  Reform,  things  will  be  en- 
tirely different;  no  child  will  be  required  to  work  to 
support  its  parents.  It  will  in  early  life  have  the  bene- 
fit of  the  best  kindergartens.  There  will  be  no  priv- 
ileged class  of  children  enjoying  these  benefits  alone, 
but  all  children  alike  will  enjoy  them;  and  later  thev 
will  have  the  chance  to  obtain  a  liberal  education;  and 
throughout  all  these  years  they  will  be  taught  to  per- 
form some  useful  kind  of  work. 

When  the  new  age  of  Social  Reform  is  upon  us,  then 
land  will  be  more  easily  secured  for  recreation  pur- 
poses and  parks  and  playgrounds  will  be  distributed 
in  happy  profusion.    Children  in  their  play  need  not 
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then  roll  in  the  dirty  alleys  of  a  city,  or  breathe  the 
dusty  atmosphere  of  the  public  street.  There  will  be 
no  slum  districts;  everybody  will  be  able  to  live  in  a 
neat,  comfortable  home,  and  with  the  better  conditions 
for  rearing  of  children,  and  the  more  favorable  oppor- 
tunities given  them  for  happiness  and  development, 
we  may  expect  that  the  future  race  will  be  decidedly 
in  advance  of  the  present. 


if 


J  -h       ' 


ill 


v.— SUNDAY  LABOR  WILL  BE  REDUCED  TO  A 

MINIMUM. 

Does  a  workingman  really  know  what  he  will  be  re- 
quired to  do  before  long,  if  he  continues  to  be  the  slave 
of  the  Capitalist!  He  will  be  obliged  to  work  seven 
days  a  week  and  just  as  many  hours  per  day  as  can  be 
forced  upon  him.  The  great  bulk  of  the  unnecessary 
Sunday  work  already  demanded  by  the  corporations 
is  one  more  evidence  of  their  inhuman  greed.  Some 
one  says  that  the  men  are  not  compelled  to  work  on 
Sunday.  True  enough;  they  can  take  their  choice, 
work  on  Sunday  or  refuse  to  work  and  be  discharged. 
In  some  instances  men  have  worked  many  years  for  a 
company  and  during  all  this  time  have  tied  themselves 
down  to  one  line  of  work,  and  for  that  reason  are  now 
able  to  earn  higher  wages  than  they  can  possibly  earn 
at  anything  else.  Suddenly  the  employer  comes  with  a 
demand  for  his  men  to  work  on  Sunday,  not  because 
the  work  is  absolutely  necessary,  but  because  more 
money  can  be  made.  This  is  the  inhuman  and  brutal 
part  of  the  whole  matter.  The  men  are  powerless  and 
have  no  way  of  seeking  redress,  providing  they  refuse 
to  comply  with  the  demand.    In  this  manner  things 
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have  been  going  from  bad  to  worse,  until  many  rail- 
roads and  other  corporations  make  scarcely  any  dis- 
tinction between  Sunday  and  the  week-day. 

Under  Social  Reform  Sunday  will  be  a  day  of  rest. 
Just  where  the  line  will  be  drawn,  no  one  can  ])redict; 
but  if  the  idea  of  profit  is  once  taken  away,  then  the 
necessity  for  work  on  Sunday  will  diminish  manifold. 
Whatever  work  must  be  done  as  an  act  of  mercy  to 
animals,  or  to  provide  for  human  needs,  that  could  not 
be  done  prior  to  Sunday,  will  be  done  on  Sunday,  and 
when  Social  Reform  commences  its  rei^,  you  will 
find  that  no  man  will  be  required  to  work  on  Sunday 
more  than  a  few  hours,  except  in  extreme  cases;  and 
if  he  wishes,  he  shall  have  ample  opportimity  of  at- 
tending religious  services  the  same  day  he  works.  In- 
stead of  the  Sunday  excursions  that  are  now  de- 
manded, there  will  be  more  week  day  excursions,  and 
all  people  will  have  an  opportunity  of  sharing  suflR- 
ciently  in  these  pleasures  without  being  compelled  to 
take  Sunday  for  them. 

VL— INTEMPERANCE  WILL  BE  CHECKED 
UNDER  SOCIAL  REFORM. 

Any  conscientious  man  readily  acknowledges  that 
the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  is  one  of  the  most  ter- 
rible evils  that  afflict  human  Society.  We  are  terrified 
at  the  awful  spectacle  of  debauchery  and  crime  result- 
ing from  this  monster  of  iniquity.  The  evil  of  intem- 
perance has  caused  more  disaster  than  war,  pestilence 
and  famine  combined. 

What  Herculean  efforts  have  been  made  to  over- 
throw the  curse  of  intemperance,  and  yet,  with  all  that 
has  been  accomplished,  the  evil  seems  to  be  just  as 
16 
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black  and  withering  as  ever.  Prohibition  offers  its 
radical  remedy,  and  no  doubt  the  nation  would  be 
fZ  I  ^JT^^"^^''  ^^^  reign  of  a  strict  prohibitory 
law  But  Social  Reform  does  not  urge  any  one  method 
as  a  remedy.  Each  community  will  settle  these  moral 
questions  by  a  majority  vote.    Social  Reform  itself 

7rtl/^'  ^* '°r^  *^'  ^^^"^  ^«^t«  t^^t  «^PPort  the 
tree  of  this  miquity. 

Look  at  the  question  soberly  for  a  moment,  and  ask 
yourself,  what  is  the  main  cause  that  keeps  intemper- 
ance alive;  what  will  your  answer  be?  Will  you  say 
It  18  a  desire  on  the  part  of  men  to  spend  money? 

demand  nf  "^V'.^  ""'  ''''''''    '™  ^^  ^^^  '^  ^^^^ 
demand  of  people  to  gratify  a  craving  appetite?    You 

are  now  commg  nearer  to  the  solution,  and  no  doubt 

this  18  one  great  cause  of  the  evil.    But  think  of  the 

mat  IS  by  far  a  greater  cause  of  intemperancr  than 
most  people  imagine.    Social  Reform  expects  ^o  sweep 
away  this  phase  of  the  whole  business.     It  w  iT  no 
onger  be  profitable  for  any  person  to  make  or  sel   in 
toxicatmg  drmks.     The  more  you  think  of  this    the 
more  you  are  impressed  with  the  strength  of  it  as  a 
cause  of  mtemperance.   When  the  day  comes  that  a 
man  will  receive  just  as  much  at  any  oth^kTd  o   work 
as  at  manufacturing  and  selling  strong  drink-  or^ 
other  words  when  no  more  strong  drink  is  mai,  tha^ 
human  society  permits,~and  then  made  without  profi" 

frorw),'^.'^.^'''^*-"^*'^^^""^^^  ^"  ^««^i^e  a  blow 
from  which  it  can  never  recover  and  do  the  evil  which 
It  is  now  doing  mider  our  present  economic  system  A 
certam  writer  said,  "Take  away  the  power  of  making 
money  by  this  traffic,  and  the  hea^^est  gun  t?    he 
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enemy  i-s  .spiked."  Keformers  will  then  have  much 
more  chance  to  overcome  the  evils  in  connection  w"h 
the  depraved  cippotite. 

The  profit  feature  is  the  secret  of  the  great  power 
of  the  hquor  intore. :ts  at  present.  They  have  m Tdo 
and  arc  makmg,  fabulous  fortunes  from  the  bus  ness-' 
and  therefore  they  hold  enough  money  to  o^  te:' 
Ksiators,  demoralize  jurors  and  bribe  officers  whenever 
a  necessary  emerfrencv  ui^n«  ti  Z"'^*^'^^  ^^^never 
rii-  •  •  ";  ^'^^^<^*-^^y  aiises.  J  he  louor  dealpr«  nf 
Illmois  mstructed  their  new  bo.xrd  nf  fr»  /  ""^f  ®^«  «* 

thoroughly  organized  and  disciplined  ^ 

Josiah  Strong  in  "Our  Country"  savs   -Alfh.n  i, 
the  liquor  lobby  durin<r  fbo  Jncf  7  *    ^  '     "^'^"^ugh 

they  cannot  find  the^"  „ad  through-' '"'  "''  "  ''''' 
received.  ^""^    ^^^^^^I    has    ever 
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very  effective  blow  when  once  other  means  of  a  com- 
fortable livelihood  are  provided.  There  are  thousands 
of  prostitutes  who  will  gladly  engage  in  useful  work 
when  once  it  can  be  furnished  honorably,  and  when 
they  can  be  assured  that  the  employment  is  permanent 
and  profitable. 

Using  the  same  form  of  argument  we  conclude  that 
crime  in  general  will  be  lessened  under  the  reign  of 
Social  Reform.  Investigate  the  cause  of  crimes  and 
you  will  find  that  money  getting  is  at  the  bottom  of  a 
large  percentage  of  it.  When  this  incentive  no  longer 
exists,  then  much  of  the  crime  will  also  vanish. 

Such  blessings  as  are  here  mentioned  could  be  given 
to  a  wearisome  extent,  so  numerous  are  the  benefits 
that  will  flow  to  society  when  the  present  grinding, 
competitive  system  falls  to  pieces,  and  the  glorious 
reign  of  Social  Reform  takes  its  place.  In  the  next 
chapter  we  will  add  a  few  more  of  the  most  general 
blessings,  and  we  will  let  what  we  have  given  in  these 
two  chapters,  answer  for  the  complete  list. 
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VIII.— ADULTERATION  OF  FOODS  WILL  BE 

STOPPED. 

One  of  the  greatest  evils  of  competition  is  the  adul- 
teration of  foods  and  the  manufacture  of  imperfect 
goods.  A  very  little  thought  will  make  it  clear  to  any 
person  why  this  is  true.  The  competitor  is  in  the  race 
to  make  as  much  money  as  possible,  and,  if  he  be  dis- 
honest, he  is  tempted  to  use  an  inferior  article,  so  that 
he  can  underbid  or  undersell  the  other  dealers,  who, 
up  to  this  time,  may  have  endeavored  to  be  honest. 
Has  it  occurred  to  vour  mind  how  much  adulteration 
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is  being  imposed  on  a  credulous  public  as  the  direct 
result  of  this  war  of  competition? 

Flour  is  adulterated  with  soapstone  and  many  other 
ingredients.    Once  in  our  life  we  had  occasion  to  travel 
by  a  mill  where  they  ground  soapstone  into  powder. 
We  saw  ton  after  ton  of  this  stone  being  hauled  to  the 
null,  and  our  curiosity  was  aroused.     Upon  inquiry, 
we  learned  that  this  soapstone  was  used  to  adulterate 
flour,  for,  when  properly  ground,  it  had  the  same  ap- 
pearance and  weighed  heavier  than  flour.    Will  any- 
one argue  that  this  soapstone  was  used  for  the  good  of 
the  public!    The  only  conclusion  that  can  be  reached 
IS  that  it  was  used  for  the  purpose  of  making  more 
money.    Soapstone  can  be  hauled  from  the  quarry  and 
ground  into  powder  for  much  less  than  good  whole- 
some flour  can  be  produced  from  wheat.    We  did  not 
ascertain  what  percentage  of  soapstone  was  used  in  a 
barrel  of  the  mixture  called  flour. 

Butter  and  sugar  ar-  adulterated  in  several  differ- 
ent ways.  Pepper,  cinnamon,  nutmegs  and  nearly  all 
the  spices  are  adulterated  to  a  fearful  extent.  Some 
of  these  adulterations  are  poisonous,  but  certain 
dealers  have  no  compunctions  of  conscience  over  small 
things  like  that.  Every  housewife  knows  that  there 
18  pure  lard  and  adulterated  lard.  What  has  been 
said  about  the  preceding  articles  of  food  is  also  true 
concerning  nearly  all  the  other  manr'actured  food 
stuff,«,  such  as  baking  powder,  extracts  of  all  kinds  • 
also  certain  kinds  of  soap  are  cheapened  by  low  grade 
chemicals  to  add  to  their  odor  and  '  beauty  of 
appearance. 

Liquors  and  wines  are  adulterated  to  a  fearful  ex- 
tent.   A  noted  chemist  found  fivo  kinds  of  poi«on  in  a 
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certain  beer  he  analyzed.  A  San  Francisco  chemist, 
who  analyzed  samples  of  the  different  kinds  of  wines 
used  in  that  city,  found  that  most  of  them  were  colored 
with  dyes  of  the  most  poisonous  character.  He  found 
that  pieces  of  flannel  and  silk  could  be  dyed  by  simply 
dipping  them  in  samples  of  the  wine. 

Another  kind  of  fraud  is  practiced  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  all  kinds  of  wearing  and  household  fabrics. 
Unreliable  firms  are  constantly  placing  on  the  market 
inferior  articles  for  the  sole  purpose  of  gaining  to 
themselves  a  larger  revenue;  sometimes  it  pays  and 
sometimes  it  does  not  pay,  for  it  all  depends  upon  how 
far  a  man  can  go  before  he  is  detected.  Consider  for  a 
moment  the  character  of  footwear  that  is  placed  upon 
the  market.  See  the  enormous  amount  of  waste  just 
because  the  people  have  the  privilege  of  buying  cheap 
shoes.  It  costs  almost  as  much  in  labor  to  make  cheap 
shoes  as  to  make  good  ones  and  therefore  it  costs  much 
more  Tor  the  poor  family  to  buy  three  pairs  of  cheap 
shoes  than  one  pair  of  good  ones.  Why  are  shoes 
made  with  paper  soles  and  with  shoddy  leather!  It 
is  another  trick  of  the  manufacturer  to  gain  a  point 
in  close  bidding.  Some  will  put  the  blame  on  the 
buyer,  but  the  entire  trouble  is  in  the  false  system 
under  which  we  are  living. 

The  same  facts  are  true  concerning  hosiery.  The 
great  bulk  of  children 's  hose  that  is  put  upon  the  mar- 
ket is  not  fit  to  leave  the  factory.  It  looks  nice  and 
has  a  clear  stamp  upon  it,  and  is  beautifully  dyed,  but 
the  material  is  rotten  and  falls  apart  after  very  little 
wear.  Of  course,  many  a  mother  puts  the  blame  upon 
the  child.  Under  the  reign  of  Christian  Socialism, 
there   would   bo   no   need   of   manufacturing   rotten 
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hosiery.  It  will  cost  no  more  for  the  making  of  good 
ones  than  poor  ones,  and  the  difference  in  material 
will  l)e  gladly  furnished  by  an  interested  public. 

This  line  of  thought  could  be  carried  on  indefinitely, 
until  we  would  cover  more  than  one-half  of  all  the 
articles  manufactured.  The  evils  of  adulteration  and 
mferior  manufacture  are  so  great  that  every  citizen 
ought  to  be  aroused.  Pure  food  laws  have  overcome 
much  of  the  first  evil,  but  what  has  been  done  and  what 
can  \)G  done  to  overcome  the  second  evil?  As  long  as 
free  competition  is  amongst  us,  we  may  expect  to  be 
annoyed,  to  a  more  or  less  extent,  with  the  evils  here 
mentioned. 

IX.-THE  TRAMP  AND  VAGRANT  NUISANCE 
WILL  BE  ABOLISHED. 

The  army  of  tramps  is  the  largest  that  ever  moved 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  fortunately,  it  is  organ- 
ized only  in  small  scattered  companies  that  have  their 
rendezvous  in  the  outskirts  of  the  cities.  Under  our 
present  system,  it  is  a  very  serious  problem  to  know 
how  to  deal  with  this  ever  moving  army  of  vagrants 
Many  suggestions  have  been  made  and  theories  ad- 
vanced, and  a  number  of  ways  have  been  tried  to  over- 
come the  tramp  evil.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the 
problem  is  far  from  being  solved,  and  the  tramps  are 
still  ever  near  our  doors.  In  times  of  so  called  pros- 
perity, the  number  is  not  so  large;  in  times  of  panic 
the  number  naturally  increases. 

The  evils  that  flow  from  the  existence  of  this  shift- 
less arm>'  are  numerous.    They  are  a  menace  to  the 
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highway  traveler;  a  few  of  them  estimate  their  own 
lives  an  of  little  value,  and  therefore,  they  are  willing 
to  take  any  risk  to  steal  or  plunder. 

Under  the  reign  of  Christian  Socialism,  it  will  bo 
just  as  illegal  for  a  man  to  beg  from  door  to  door  as 
for  a  man  to  steal  from  door  to  door;  and  if  it  should 
happen  that  a  tramp  would  appear,  he  would  he  com- 
pelled to  go  either  of  two  places — a  hospital  or  a  work 
shop,  whichever  place  would  best  suit  his  condition. 
There  will  he  no  necessity  for  any  man  to  beg,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  every  man,  woman  and  child  will  be 
guaranteed  the  necessities  of  life,  and  any  man  who 
is  able  to  work  and  tries  to  escape  it,  ought  to  be 
treated  as  a  criminal,  and  everybody  in  all  ranks  of 
society  should  say  Amen  to  this. 

It  will  be  a  glorious  deliverance  for  Society  when 
several  million  evaders  of  work  will  be  required  to  do 
their  share  to  keep  the  wheels  of  industry  going, 
and  to  supply  themselves  with  the  necessaries  of  life 
under  a  system  that  will  provide  fair  returns  for  la- 
bor. The  manner  in  which  the  public  is  imposed  upon 
by  a  certain  class  of  vagrants  is  astonishing.  We  know 
of  one  tramp,  who,  after  readmg  of  several  miners  be- 
ing burned  in  an  explosion,  burned  his  own  leg  with 
acid  and  bandaged  it.  He  then  started  ^o  beg  in  a 
neighboring  town,  and  people,  having  read  of  the  acci- 
dent, gladly  helped  the  poor,  unfortunate  fellow. 
Similar  cases  of  imposture  couJd  be  cited  by  the  hun- 
dred. Society  can  well  draw  a  sigh  of  relief  when  oui 
system  of  economics  will  be  so  adjusted  that  it  will  be 
ten-fold  more  diflBcult  than  now  to  play  the  part  of  a 
tramp  or  of  an  impostor.    This  will  come  when  every- 
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body  is  positively  assured  that  no  one  w  in  need  of 
private  charity. 

X.-THE  AGED  AND  THE  UNFORTUNATE 
WILL  BE  CAKED  FOR 

Under  our  present  system,  it  is  eommendablo  that 
private  and  public  charity  has  instituted  so  many 
homes  for  the  aged  and  so  many  hospitals  for  the  sick 
and  injured;  and  yet,  with  all  this  provision,  there  is 
much  humiliation  and  suffering  among  the  afflicted 
which  ought  not  to  exist.  How  many  an  aged  man  or 
woman  is  working  like  a  slave,  and  using  the  last  rem- 
nant of  his  strength  to  gain  a  livelihood,  just  because 
he  has  no  other  means  of  support.  This  condition  re- 
veals to  us  one  of  the  most  barbarous  aspects  of  our 
present  civilization.  Also  think  of  the  number  of  aged 
and  infirm  that  are  unwelcome  at  the  home  of  a  son-in- 
law  or  of  a  daughter-in-law,  but  who  prefer  to  suffer 
this  embarrassment  rather  than  to  go  to  the  alms- 
house. Why  is  there  such  a  dread  of  the  alms- 
house? Anyone  who  has  investigated  this  matter  can 
easily  answer  the  question.  We  remember  some  ob- 
servations we  made  and  some  tales  we  heard  that  have 
been  sufficient  to  create  in  our  own  hearts  a  living 
dread  of  the  very  place  that  should  be  sacredly  man- 
aged by  the  state. 

There  are  sometimes  hundreds  of  persons  in  one  of 
these  institutions,  and  they  are  cared  for  by  only  a  few 
attendants.  It  is  indeed  pitiful  to  see  how  some  of 
these  old  people  are  treated  just  because  there  are  not 
enough  attendants  to  take  care  of  them  properly,  and 
in  some  cases  because  there  is  a  beastly  heart  at  the 
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head  of  the  institution.  We  have  heard  from  reliable 
sources  of  old  people  who  had  fallen  out  of  bed  at 
night,  and  were  compelled  to  lie  there  over  three  hours 
before  they  received  assistance ;  and  we  have  heard  of 
others  who  were  beaten  because  they  did  not  jump  to 
the  whims  of  the  keepers ;  and  then,  the  most  shocking 
of  all,  it  was  the  question  for  a  long  time  at  a  certain 
poorhouse,  where  the  bodies  of  the  unclaimed  dead 
were  taken.  The  fact  finally  leaked  out  that  these 
bodies,  instefid  of  being  decently  buried  or  cremated, 
were  sent  to  the  "vat"  at  a  large  medical  college. 

Just  as  pitiable  is  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate 
in  affliction;  tLose  who  are  permanently  crippled,  the 
blind,  the  deaf,  the  sick  and  every  other  such  class  of 
human  beings.  Nothing  but  words  of  commendation 
should  be  spoken  of  the  efforts  that  have  been  put 
forth  by  the  state  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  and  im- 
prove the  condition  of  these  afflicted  classes.  Yet  with 
all  this  there  is  no  adequate  provision  made  for  the 
support  of  a  crippled  man  and  his  family.  Have  you 
ever  seen  the  bitter  extremes  of  want  and  sorrow  in 
the  severe  weather  in  these  latitudes?  Such  suffering 
is  all  unnecessary,  and  under  the  reign  of  Christian  So- 
cialism it  will  be  eliminated,  for  the  helpless  will  be  en- 
titled to  support  the  same  as  the  worker.  The  expense 
required  to  support  the  helpless  and  the  aged  will  fall 
upon  Society  in  general,  and  each  person  will  bear  his 
equal  share  of  this  burden,  and  he  will  be  surprised  to 
see  how  light  his  share  will  be  when  that  golden  era 
comes.  The  aged  men  and  women  will  go  on  their  life- 
long vacation  at  the  age  of  sixty  or  before.  They  will 
have  earned  by  that  time  the^r  rest.  It  is  true  enough 
that  some  people  are  more  miserable  when  they  are 


BLEBSINOS  UNDER  SOCIAL  REFORM. 


267 


idle  than  when  they  are  working,  but  the  time  will 
never  come  when  a  man  will  bo  punished  for  workmg, 
so  that  if  a  person  who  is  over  sixty  years  of  age  pre- 
fers to  work  as  a  matter  of  pleasure,  there  will  be  no 
objections  offered,  and  he  will  always  live  in  the  happy 
thought  that  when  he  cares  no  more  to  work,  or  is  un- 
able to  work,  there  will  be  ample  provision  for  his 
support  and  comfort. 
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Twill  be  eliminated. 
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XI.  MUCH  WASTE  WILL  BE  ELIMINATED. 

Some  one  has  said  that  nine-tenths  of  the  energy 
exerted  to-day  is  utterly  wasted.  No  doubt  this  is  ex- 
aggerated, but  the  estimate  can  be  reduced  consider- 
ably from  nine-tenths  and  yet  present  a  terrible  con- 
dition to  us.  The  present  system  of  capitalism  with 
its  natural  competition,  produces  more  waste  than 
one  imagines.  Even  to  him  who  studies  the  situation, 
only  a  part  of  thiw  great  waste  is  apparent.  It  is 
argued  by  some  that  unnecessary  work  is  a  blessing, 
because  it  gives  emplo>Tnent  to  many  who  would  be 
otherwise  unemployed.  We  answer  by  saying  that  if 
we  were  to  continue  under  our  present  system,  the 
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more  waste  we  have,  the  better  it  is  for  our  working 
people.  If  we  could  have  ten  newspapers  in  a  town  in- 
stead of  three,  it  would  be  better  because  it  would  give 
employment  to  more  people,  and  ho  we  might  say  re- 
garding any  other  kind  of  industry. 

1. — The   Waste  of  Advertising, 


Has  it  ever  dawned  upon  the  irind  of  the  reader 
what  immense  fortunes  are  s<juandered  every  year 
for  Jvertisiug  )>urposes.  Jt  is  estimated  that  over 
3,000,(XX)  dollars  a  day  is  expended  for  advertising  in 
the  United  States.  The  sad  part  is  not  tiuit  the  money 
is  wasted,  but  that  the  labor  is  wasted.  Adveitising 
as  we  see  it  in  modem  business  methods  is  not  one  of 
the  essentials  of  life:  it  is  rather  one  of  the  black 
Marks  of  our  present  industrial  system.  Under  the 
fearful  struggk-  of  competition  as  we  now  have  it,  ad- 
vertising is  necesaar^'.  :aid  therefore,  between  500,* MX) 
and  1,000.000  men  are  working  continually  to  prwlu'-e 
nothing  (^sential  to  our  well-being.  This  great  army 
of  workmen  is  composed  of  "ad"  writers,  solicitors, 
collectors,  paper  manufacturers.  \n\\  posters,  artists, 
lithographers  and  printers,  to  say  nothing  of  the  large 
numners  needed  'O  run  th*-  necessary  machinery  for 
locai  and  a^nerai  rransportanon.  You  must  think  of 
this  for  a  while  before  the  sreatness  of  the  facts  will 
dawn  up©m  your  mind.  It  requires  no  argument  to 
prove  that  this  great  waste  will  be  eliminated  undei 
the  reiim  of  true  Socialisan.  Tlie  products  will  be  made 
not  for  the  pmpose  of  private  gain,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  to  each  indiridual  the  best  material  that 
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the  world  can  produce.  There  will  be  no  need  of  a 
thousand  firms  each  declaring  that  its  goods  are  the 
purest  and  the  best;  the  government  stamp  of  Social 
Reform  on  a  manufactured  article  will  be  sufficient. 
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2. — The  Waste   of  Selling  Goods. 

One  more  of  the  foolish  results  of  competition  is  the 
immense  amount  of  labor  wasted  in  selling  products. 
Each  firm  that  manufactures  goods  must  send  out  from 
a  few  tojthousands  of  agents,  consequently,  we  have  a 
large  number  of  drygoods  agents,  shoe  agents,  grocery 
agents,  and  numberless  other  kinds  of  agents  swarm- 
ing each  community  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  land.  It  is  amusing  to  certain  grocers  to  witness 
the  incoming  of  eight  or  nine  agents  in  one  forenoon. 
Each  one  of  these  men  travels  from  place  to  place,  and 
spends  all  his  time  in  the  mad  rush  to  get  ahead  of  the 
next  fellow.  Looking  at  the  whole  army  of  drummers, 
it  presents  one  of  the  most  expensive  and  yet  necessary 
features  of  competition,  and  tells  the  story  of  waste 
that  is  very  difficult  to  calculate.    It  is  safe  to  say  that 
there  are  400,000  drummers  uselessly  employed,  but, 
of  course,  all  are  necessary  under  our  present  non- 
sensical system. 


3.— Wastb  of  Distribution. 

This  opens  to  our  view  the  large  number  of  com- 
petitive industries,  both  small  and  great,  and  reveals 
one  of  the  most  fearful  pictures  of  waste  that  can  be 
imagined.    In  Boston   there  are  about  350  drygoods 


tjl*^^^.' 


BLESSINGS   UNDER  SOCIAL  REFOUM. 


J71 


stores,  nearly  500  shoe  stoietj,  1,500  grocery  stores, 
and  nearly  3,000  saloons,  besides  several  thousuud 
other  places  of  business.  Figure  a  inoniout  and  see 
what  an  immense  amount  of  labor  is  expended  to  earry 
on  the  work  of  distributing  goods  to  the  i)eoj)le  of 
Boston.  Under  Social  lieforni  it  would  rofjuire  no 
more  than  twenty-Jive,  or  less,  general  stores  loeated 
to  the  best  advantage  geograpliieally,  to  supi)ly  suffi- 
ciently every  family  of  Boston.  Anv  school  boy  is 
able  to  see  that  the  labor  of  many  thousa\ids  of  people 
is  required  to  do  the  work  of  distributinir  gootls  just 
because  we  blindly  enjoy  the  syst<'ni  of  competition. 
Take  any  large  city,  and  we  find  that  scores  of  milk 
wagons  come  into  it,  each  one  coverin;;  many  miles  of 
streets,  and  spending  from  three  to  nine  hours  a  day 
to  cover  its  route.  Under  Social  lleform  there  would 
be  needed  about  one-fifth  as  many  vehicles  or  perhaps 
less,  and  each  one  would  sup]ily  a  certain  district  ex- 
clusively. This  waste  of  labor  in  selling  milk  does  not 
seem  so  great  by  itself,  but  it  is  only  one  instance  of 
many  similar  ones  coming  under  the  head  of  distribu- 
tion of  goods,  such  as  meat,  laundry,  ice  and  coal. 

4. — The  Waste  in  the  liECAi.  Wori.d. 


There  are  now  practicing  in  the  Ignited  Slate?; 
nearly  100,000  lawyers,  and  nearly  as  many  dorks,  to 
carry  on  the  work  of  the  legal  profession.  AVe  do  not 
presume  to  say  that  all  sin  will  be  aboli  hod  nndor  any 
kind  of  Social  Reform,  but  we  do  wish  to  affirm  that 
there  will  be  much  less  crimn  nr  ^^r  thi'  new  sysfoni 
of  economies,  when  there  will  be  no  more  vagrants  or 
17 
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tramps  and  whcii  luauy  other  curses  have  been 
chauged  into  blessings.  In  that  golden  age  lawyers 
will  be  the  servants  of  the  people  the  same  as  any 
otiier  kind  of  workers,  and  it  will  not  be  to  the  advant- 
age of  a  lawjer  to  win  a  ease  and  thereby  get  a  larger 
fee.  Just  how  many  lawyers  will  be  required  to  carry 
on  all  necessary  prosecution  and  trial  is  hard  to  say, 
but  one  thing  is  certam,  the  army  can  be  cut  down  to 
a  fraction  of  the  present  number. 


5. — The  Waste  of  Insurancb. 

Many  fabulous  fortunes  are  spent  annually  to  main- 
tain life,  fire  and  accident  insurance  companies.  We 
do  not  wish  to  disparage  the  good  that  is  being  done 
by  these  organizations.  We  only  wish  to  say  that  it 
will  be  a  happy  day  for  society  when  all  these  organ- 
izations will  be  sleeping  under  their  tombstone.  They 
are  the  fifth  wheel  of  the  wagon,  and,  under  proper 
economic  conditions,  just  as  needless  as  for  a  person 
to  wear  three  shoes  instead  of  two.  Under  true  Social 
Reform,  no  man  or  his  family  will  be  in  want.  One  of 
the  first  dot  Its  of  society  will  be  to  give  to  every  one 
the  necessities  of  life,  whether  the  head  of  the  family 
is  able  to  work  or  not,  whether  he  is  dead  or  alive.  In 
one  sense,  society  owes  a  living  to  each  individual,  but 
society  should  see  to  it  that  each  person,  able  to  work, 
will  do  his  share  to  get  it.  So  it  shall  happen  when 
the  new  economic  system  is  »;stablished,  that  the  him- 
dreds  of  tnousands  of  men  who  are  employed  in  all 
kinds  of  insurance  companies  will  be  engaged,  less 
hours  per  day  in  one  of  the  necessary  channels  of 
trade. 
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6. — The  Waste  of  Competition  in  Manufacturing. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  waste  due  to  competition  in 
manufacturing,  both  in  duplication  of  plants  and  in 
methods  of  selling,  is  equal  to  ten  per  cent,  of  the  pro- 
duct. This  in  round  numbers  would  amount  to  $7,000,- 
000  a  day.  It  staggers  one  at  first  thought,  and  the 
mind  is  amazed  as  this  truth  dawns  more  fully 
upon  it. 

7. — Convict  Waste. 

This  is  one  more  of  the  many  senseless  provisions 
of  our  present  system  of  government.  A  man  is  ar- 
rested for  crime,  he  is  sentenced  to  jail  or  penitentiary, 
and  the  law-abiding  citizens  are  supposed  to  clothe 
and  feed  him  and  keep  him  warm,  and  pay  somebody 
to  look  after  his  needs.  Under  Social  Reform  convict 
labor  will  be  a  blessing,  inasmuch  as  it  will  help  to 
produce  some  of  the  very  things  that  the  people  need, 
and  thus  bear  its  share  of  the  burdens  of  a  co-opera 
tive  community.  In  that  day,  a  man  in  the  peniten- 
tiary will  be  required  to  work  from  eight  to  twelve 
hours  a  day;  and  he  must  work  if  he  is  able.  This  will 
be  the  kind  of  a  place  that  men  will  go  to  who  are 
guilty  of  crime,  or  who  cannot  be  mado  to  work  prop- 
erly otherwise.  They  will  be  put  under  the  coercive 
work  of  public  institutions.  All  this  labor  done  by 
convicts  will  help  to  lighten  the  labor  of  every  man 
who  is  not  a  convict.  Does  that  not  seem  like 
a  sensible  proposition,  or  do  you  prefer  to  work 
a  little  harder  and  longer  to  keep  the  criminal  without 
workinsr?    Take  yovir  choice. 

The  foregoing  seven  kinds  of  waste  are  by  no  means 
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all  that  might  be  meutioned.  It  is  only  a  hint  at  the 
enormous  loss  mider  our  present  system.  Take  a  pic- 
ture of  the  whole  country,  and  counting  labor  at  a 
reasonable  value,  the  total  amount  of  all  our  waste 
under  the  present  system,  aggregates  the  enormous 
sum  of  nearly  $50,000,000  a  day.  Do  not  doubt 
these  figures  until  you  have  looked  into  the  matter 
carefully.  The  long'  r  you  study  and  investigate,  the 
more  rapidly  you  will  find  your  figures  mo^mting  up 
to  the  $50,000,000  mark,  and  if  you  are  n  capital- 
ist, you  will  soon  stop  your  figurmg  in  the  fear  that 
your    discovery    will    take    you    beyond    the    above 

estimate. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  $50,000,000  a  day  waste? 
It  means  that  the  workers  must  bind  themselves  down 
to  slavery  in  order  that  this  great  waste  may  be  main- 
tained; in  other  words,  we  are  called  upon  to  labor 
the  same  now  as  the  penitentiary  convicts  will  be  called 
upon  to  labor  under  the  reign  of  Social  Reform. 

Do  you  wish  to  enter  into  the  full  enjoymont  of  the 
liberties  that  ought  to  be  yours?  Then  break  away 
from  the  chains  that  bind  you  and  express  yourself 
where  it  will  count  the  most— at  the  ballot  box  in  a 
true  mimicipal  reform  movement  or  in  any  national 
movement  that  seeks  the  same  ends. 
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The  Death  ot  ...e  Rich  Sin.nek.— The  curse  uf  riches  is  seen  when  a 
man  will  cling  to  them  with  a  dyinB  Knp.  The  rich  sinner  has  a  hurcjen  of 
sin  and  sometimes  sickness  whi.  h  he  will  not,  or  cannot    shake  off 
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The  Death  ui-  the  I'hiik  fuM.- iian.- The  honest  man,  poor  ■  r  rich, 
at  death  will  leave  all  his  hurdins  behind,  ami  instead  of  having  weights  to 
drag  him  down,  there  will  be  angels  in  a  chariot  to  lift  him  upward. 


CHAPTEE  XXV. 


After  beinpr  preached  and  worshipped  for  almost 
twenty  centuries,  the  most  misinterpreted  character 
in  the  worM  to-day  is  Jesus  Christ.  He  was  bom  in 
an  obscnre  corner  of  the  earth,  yet  a  guiding  star  and 
heavenly  choirs  honored  His  birth.  Christ  was  reared 
in  holiness,  and  in  the  fullness  of  time  His  great  fore- 
runner, John  the  Baptist,  proclaimed  His  coming. 
Suddenly  He  appeared  and  blazed  forth  with  a  new 
li«rht  and  life,  and  made  such  a  mighty  impression  that 
all  humnn  time  was  numbered  anew  from  His  birth. 
He  taught  for  all  ages,  and  it  will  require  all  the  ages 
to  show  His  completeness.  By  some  He  is  worshipped 
as  a  religious  teacher  only;  by  others  He  is  looked 
upon  as  the  world's  Redeemer,  a  personal  Savior,  as 
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a  "friend  that  sticketh  closer  than  a  brother;"  and 
still  by  others  as  a  guiding  star  to  the  world's  peace, 
—not  only  religious  but  civil  and  industrial  peace  as 
well. 

The  idea  of  pure  Socialism  is  a  divine  thought  born 
of  Heaven,  and  is  to  be  realized  upon  earth.    Its  ear- 
liest light  was  seen  when  Christ  spake  to  the  multi- 
tudes, and  to  His  immediate  followers.    They  under- 
stood in  part  what  He  said,  but  a  more  complete  in- 
terpretation of  His  life  and  teachings  was  left  to  un- 
born generations.    The  early  church,  trying  to  follow 
the  teaching  of  Jesus,  first  lived  in  a  state  of  approxi- 
mate Communism,  which  is  a  partial  interpretation 
of  "Communion  of  Saints."    We  have  but  little  light 
on  this  early  type  of  Co-operation.    It  appears  to  have 
been  soon  overwhelmed  with  the  selfishness  of  the  age, 
even  before  human  society  had  a  chance  to  try  or  test 
the  early  Christian  Socialism.     The  sad  growth  of 
competition,  and  the  thorny  vines  of  human  greed  soon 
over-ran  the  fair  garden  of  promise  until  the  life  of 
the  Heavenly  plant  was  choked  out  by  these  noxious 
weeds.     Thus  was  the  second  Eden  lost,  and  those 
who  were  to  occupy  it,  were  thrown  out  upon  the  wild 
waste  of  a  barren  Social  life,  and  ever  since  that  time, 
the  church  and  the  world  have  been  mutually  suffering 
under  the  grinding  processes  of  hard  labor,  and  as  a 
result,  the  rich  are  growing  richer  and  the  poor  poorer. 
Will  the  dream  of  human  brotherhood  ever  be 
realized  upon  earth?    This  is  a  practical  question,  and 
is  waiting  for  an  answer  in  the  world  and  the  church 
of  to-day.  One  of  the  strangest  aspects  of  the  Twen- 
tieth Century  will  be  the  rallying  from  the  ranks  of 
the  church  and  the  world  under  the  banners  of  Chris- 
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tian  Socialism,  and  this  will  bring  to  the  earth  the 
greatest  industrial  peace,  rest  and  contentment  that 
has  ever  been  know  a. 

Let  us  draw  back  the  curtain  of  ages  and  look  care- 
fully at  that  marvelous  light  and  then  ask:  "What  are 
the  principles  of  the  perfect  Social  State  as  taught  by- 
Christ,  the  world's  greatest  reformer  and  spiritual 
leader?" 


1.— Christ  Taught  That  Selfishness  is  Death. 

Christ  said,  "Whosoever  will  save  his  life  shall  lose 
it."  He  embodied  a  world  of  thought  in  these  few 
words.  All  man's  effort  for  himself  will  fail  unless 
he  is  planning  and  working  in  harmony  with  the  will 
of  God.  The  way  of  selfishness  is  one  of  the  shortest 
roads  to  destz'uction,  and  he  who  narrows  his  life  to 
winning  his  own  personal  ends,  is  not  only  a  loser,  but 
he  is  even  committing  personal  suicide. 

Selfishness  is  the  ruling  principle  in  all  the  natural 
and  business  life  of  the  world.  Nearly  everything  is 
based  upon  each  one  looking  after  his  own  interests. 
All  this  is  a  natural  concomitant  of  our  Social  system, 
and  will  only  be  eliminated  when  the  better  laws  of 
Social  Reform  are  in  force. 


2. — Christ  Taught  That  Unselfishness  and 
Benevolence  are  Blessed. 

The  dangers  of  life  lie  along  the  line  of  selfisimess, 
and  a  man  is  not  as  like'.,  to  give  away  too  much  as  he 
is  to  keep  too  much.    For  that  reason  Christ  made  no 
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mistake  when  he  promised  a  blessing  to  the  liberal- 
hearted  man.  How  few  people  there  are  who  will  ap- 
pear truly  benovelent  when  we  have  an  opportunity 
to  study  ihe  motive  back  of  their  gifts.  In  some  cases 
we  can  see  that  the  giver  is  expecting  something 
in  return;  and  again  we  see  that  others  are 
seeking  notoriety  or  personal  glory;  while  very  few 
have  as  their  chief  aim  the  glory  of  God  or  the  good 
of  their  fellows.  For  that  reason  Christ  taught  the 
superior  virtue  of  expecting  nothing  in  return  when 
we  give  to  the  poor.  He  said  at  one  place, ' '  Sell  that  ye 
have  and  give  alms."  The  world  has  found  more  fault 
with  this  passage  than  it  has  with  the  other,  which  is  a 
maxim  of  the  world,  "Get  all  you  can  and  keep  it." 
Our  hearts  should  be  so  trained  in  love  that  we  could 
give  testimony  to  the  truth,  "It  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive."  There  will  be  no  danger  of 
society  going  to  smash  if  these  beautiful  maxims  of 
truth  are  observed.  If  the  spirit  to  obey  these  su- 
perior laws  were  manifested,  there  would  also  be 
present  an  opportunity  for  everybody  to  earn  a  re- 
spectable living;  for  love,  when  it  flows  on  the  one 
side,  will  also  operate  on  the  other. 

Christ  said,  "Whosoever  will  lose  his  life  for  my 
sake,  shall  find  it."  This  means  that  ^o  man  takes 
a  risk  when  he  apparently  loses  for  Christ.  The  man 
who,  with  a  pure  motive,  makes  a  great  sacrifice  for 
Christ  and  truth,  will  only  make  himself  richer  in  the 
life  to  come,  and  the  man  who  lays  down  his  life,  or 
risks  his  life  in  the  service  of  Christ,  shall  also  win 
a  greater  reward  in  the  life  to  come.  When  Living- 
stone and  Stanley  left  civilization  with  its  joys  and 
advantages  and  buried  themselves  in  the  jungles  of 
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Africa,  they  found  that  their  apparent  loss  only 
worked  for  their  great  gain.  They  came  out  to  find 
that  they  were  esteemed  as  the  world's  heroes,  and 
that  the  nations  were  waiting  to  crown  them  as  no 
men  were  ever  crowned  who  have  not  laid  down  their 
lives  for  others.  Such  blessings  always  follow  true 
unselfishness  and  liberality.  Every  true  sacrifice 
finds  its  reward  either  in  this  life  or  the  life  to  come. 
How  much  good  could  be  accomplished  by  the  de- 
ceived men  of  wealth,  if  they  would  but  devote  their 
fortunes  to  the  uplifting  of  society  instead  of  the  up- 
lifting of  themselves  and  possibly  the  destruction  of 
their  own  heirs. 


3.— Christ  Taught  That  Life  Has  Worthier  Aims 

Than  Wealth. 


WTien  Christ  said,  "A  man's  life  consisteth  not  in 
the  abundance  of  the  things  which  he  possesseth," 
He  made  a  declaration  for  all  time.  To  the  man  of 
the  world,  this  thought  is,  indeed,  a  revelation,  just 
as  new  to  him  now  as  it  was  to  the  people  almost 
twenty  centuries  ago.  Our  present  system  of  compe- 
tition pushes  all  forward  in  the  mad  race  to  grab  all 
they  can.  If  any  man  of  fair  judgment  will  interpret 
this  wild  rush  of  our  business  life,  what  will  his  ver- 
dict be?  Must  he  not  decide  that  the  people  are  act- 
ing directly  contrary  to  the  teachings  of  Christ?  They 
are  acting  as  if  their  life  did  consist  in  the  abundance 
of  the  things  which  they  possess,  or  would  like  to 
possess. 

How  long  will  it  take  the  world  to  wake  up  to  the 
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lofty  conception  of  Christ,  that  the  nobler  things  in 
life  are  more  worthy  of  our  attainment  than  the  mere 
things  that  perish  and  dec  \y  sometimes  even  with  the 
use  of  them  I  When  Social  Reform  comes,  the  world 
will  have  more  chance  to  take  a  breath,  and  give  more 
attention  to  the  voice  of  God.  When  men  can  once  be 
convinced  that  they  need  not  give  their  body,  soul  and 
spirit  for  the  support  of  themselves  and  their  families, 
and  that  they  need  not  b(  compelled  to  lay  up  for  a 
"rainy  day,"  then  there  will  be  more  opportunity  for 
people  to  see  tnat  it  is  possible  to  be  rich  without  gold, 
and  happy  without  much  material  possession. 
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4.— Christ   Forbids  the  Hoarding  of  Wealth. 

"Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treasure  on  earth." 
This  is  a  very  direct 'command  and  indicates  very 
clearly  that  wealth  is  not  to  be  centered  in  the  hands 
of  a  few.  Such  declarations  like  this  are  very  ob- 
noxious to  the  rich,  and  to  those  whose  principle  aim 
is  to  become  rich.  At  man>  places  Christ  draws  sharp 
contrasts  between  the  rich  and  the  poor. 
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"Blessed  be  ye  poor  "Woe  unto  you  that 

for  your's  is  the  King-  are  rich." 
dom  of  God." 

"Blessed  are  ye  that  "Woe  unto  you  that 

hunger    now:    for    ye  are   full;   for  ye   shall 

shall  be  filled."  hunger." 

Christ  also  said,  "The  spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon 


CHRIST  AND  SOCIAL  REFORM. 


283 


m 


me,  because  He  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel to  tVe  poor."  Just  how  much  property  it  is  pos- 
sible for  a  man  to  hold  in  His  name,  and  yet  be  poor 
within  the  meaning  of  Christ,  is  very  difficult  to  de- 
termine. Christ  was  the  most  fearless  teacher  that 
ever  lived.  He  knew  that  no  power  on  earth  could 
destroy  Him,  and  that  He  had  a  home  eternal  in  the 
Heavens,  and  therefore,  He  spake  without  holding 
any  bribe  in  His  hand.  He  offered  no  apology  to  the 
worshippers  of  the  "Mammon  of  unrighteousness." 
He  saw  that  riches  were  destructive,  and  not  fearing 
the  comment  of  all  ages  to  come,  He  told  the  rich 
young  ruler,  "Wouldst  thou  be  perfect,  sell  that  thou 
hast  and  give  to  the  poor," 

There  are  certain  passages  in  the  New  Testament 
that  make  reference  to  the  rich  and  the  poor  in  an  in- 
direct way,  and  certain  men  of  wealth  have  taken 
these  to  mean  that  riches  are  sanctioned  by  Christ. 
This  is  an  absurd  interpretation  of  Scripture,  and 
while  we  will  not  be  extreme  enough  to  say  that 
all  rich  people  are  wicked  people,  yet  we  will  be  plain 
enough  to  say  that  it  is  difficult  for  a  person  to  have 
and  to  hold  great  riches,  and,  at  the  same  time,  com- 
ply with  the  simple  and  plain  teachings  of  Jesus 
Christ.  His  teachings  strike  a  terrific  blow  at  Capi- 
talism. The  saddest  part  of  the  whole  story  is  that 
the  selfish  hoarder  of  wealth  will  see,  when  it  is  too 
late,  that  he  has  been  blinded  by  the  sophistry  of 
Satan.  His  eyes  will  be  opened  to  see  his  own  folly 
when  he  stands  before  God  to  give  an  account  of  his 
stewardship  in  the  body.  Neither  is  the  poor  man 
exempt  from  these  laws.  If  the  principle  of  the  poor 
man  is  wrong,  and  he  is  poor  just  because  he  cannot 
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be  rich,  he  is  also  deceived.  He  has  been  climbing,  or 
trying  to  climb  up  the  wrong  path,  and  to  him  the 
sting  of  the  final  judgment  will  come  with  the  same 
intensity  as  it  will  come  to  the  miserly  rich  man. 
"J'liere  is  only  one  way  to  follow  these  beautiful  so- 
ciological laws.  A  man  must  be  right  at  heart,  and 
he  must  see  and  believe  the  great  truth  that  his  soul 
is  immortal  and  is  greater  than  anything  ho  can  pos- 
sibly possess;  and  his  life  must  correspond  1  with  this 
belief.  By  so  doing,  he  rises  above  his  surroundings 
and  he  becomes  a  power  in  transforming  the  deadness 
of  this  wicked  world  into  the  living  beauty  that  God 
intended  it  should  be. 

The  influence  of  Satan  is  seen  in  the  spirit  of  the 
world  to-day,  and  the  whole  outcome  of  the  mad  strug- 
gle tells  the  story  that  the  great  majority  of  people 
think  that  it  is  more  blessed  to  receive  than  to  give, 
tV  ereby  reversing  the  direct  teaching  of  Christ.  When 
Social  Refonn  has  won  its  day,  then  all  people  will 
know  better  the  meaning  of  these  beautiful  laws,  and 
until  then,  only  such  will  know  as  are  living  in  the 
glory  of  them. 
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5. — Christ  Denounced  the  Spirit  of  Modern 
Competition. 

Paul,  writing  as  an  interpreter  of  Christ,  says: 
"Let  nothing  be  done  through  strife  or  vain-glory." 
Christ  directly  demands:  "Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy 
neighbor's  goods,  nor  anything  that  is  thy  neighbor's." 
The  monopolies  have  grown  fat  on  the  fruits  of  covet- 
ousness.  They  start  to  covet  what  the  small  firms 
possess,  and,  notwithstanding  all  the  protest  that  can 
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be  offered,  they  force  them  to  either  sell  or  quit  busi- 
ness. All  this  is  for  the  purpose  of  their  own  enrich- 
ment, and  they  can  go  ahead,  for  our  civil  law  is  mis- 
erably ineffective.  The  condition  of  present  day  so- 
ciety makes  it  about  as  hard  as  possible  for  peoi)le  to 
obey  the  law  of  not  coveting.  The  law  fosters  and 
peiTOits  the  most  unjust  inequalities,  and  therefore, 
the  greatest  incentive  to  temptation  is  at  hand. 

Christ  came  to  minister  to  the  two  parts  of  man's 
nature—to  the  spiritual  and  to  the  social.  To  the  one 
he  set  the  fittest  models  and  ideals,  demanding  and 
lovingly  requesting  that  every  man  should  live  up  to 
them,  and  thereby  bring  his  soul  into  harmony  with 
divine  conditions  through  rej^entance  and  faith.  This 
is  the  casting  off  of  sin  and  sinfulness,  and  taking  on 
the  life  of  righteousness  with  all  that  this  word  com- 
prehends. Christ  himself  set  the  lofty  example  of  the 
sinless  life,  by  taking  the  eminence  himself,  whence  he 
mvited  all  the  struggling  world  below  Him.  "Come 
unto  me,"  He  called,  until  the  ear  of  the  common  peo- 
ple heard  him  gladly. 

This  represents  one  part  of  Christ's  teacliing,  but 
there  is  another  part  that  ought  not  to  be  overlooked. 
It  is  just  as  clearly  a  part  of  His  whole  trutli  and  doc- 
trine as  the  former,  and  that  is  His  teaching  that  man 
as  a  social  creature  in  relation  to  his  fellowman  shall 
live  on  the  plane  of  co-operative  love.  We  have  given 
a  few  of  these  teachings  as  they  relate  to  the  social 
world,  and  is  it  not  sad  that  the  world  refuses  to  hear 
or  obey  them?  And  even  the  church  in  large  part  is 
refusing  to  recognize  these  forcible  laws  regarding  the 
economic  life. 
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6.— Chbibt  Clb-vrly  Teaches  the  Spirit  of 
Co-operation. 

Read  these  beautiful  passages  gathered  from  the 
book  of  inspiration:  ''Bear  ye  one  nnother'a  bur- 
dens, and  so  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ."  "Let  no  man 
seek  his  own,  but  each  his  neighbor's  good."  "Xc) 
man  liveth  to  himself."  "Thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bor as  thyself."  "Do  unto  others  as  rou  would  that 
others  do  unto  you." 

It  is  not  hard  for  a  man  to  make  a  Golden  Rule  for 
himself,  or  one  that  will  apply  to  himself  and  his 
friend,  but  to  formulaic  a  law  that  will  stand  for  all 
time,  t  nd  thai  will  meet  all  conditions  of  human  so- 
ciety, was  left  alone  for  Heaven  to  reveal  to  men. 

Take  an  honest  view  of  human  society  as  we  see  it 
to-day,  and  we  cannot  find,  in  the  business  or  social 
realms,  any  kmd  of  obedience  to  the  beautiful  laws  of 
Christ  that  teach  the  spirit  of  Co-operation.  The 
more  you  study  the  spirit  that  pervades  society  in  gen- 
eral, the  more  you  are  convinced  that  the  controlling 
motto  is;  "Do  others,  or  they  will  do  you,"  ^r,  as 
some  prefer  to  put  it,  "Do  others  before  they  do  >ou." 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  a  spirit  should  so 
largely  dominate  the  business  activities  of  the  present 

ag©. 
Another  similar  thought  of  Co-operation  flowing 

from  the  teachings  of  Christ  is  that  "Love  seeketh 

not  her  own."    Nobody  is  able  to  interpret  such  a  lofty 

declaration  unless  he  is  filled  with  the  spirit  of  the 

same  love  referred  to  in  the  passage.    There  are  not  a 

few  of  the  human  family  who  open  their  ears  to  hear 

the  angel  like  story  of  pure  love,  and  by  so  doing, 
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they  gather  to  themselvea  wings  to  soar  above  the 
cruel  field  of  industrial  warfare  and  breathe  the  at- 
mosphere created  for  human  souls.  Gold  will  not  per- 
ish in  the  refining  fire,  neither  will  true  love,  h  will 
stand  the  t  «st  under  any  strain,  and  will  ever  reach 
out  after  the  oue  beloved,  encircling  even  the  field  of 
enemies.  The  narrow-minded  world  thinks  it  an  act 
of  folly  to  follow  this  beautiful  teaching,  but  he  who 
has  proved  the  power  and  beauty  of  this  law  will 
cling  to  it  with  undying  devotion. 


M 


i 


7.— Christ  Teaches  Us  Not  to  Worry  Over  Temporal 

Needs. 

'Take,  therefore,  no  thought,  saying  what  shall  we 
eat,  or  what  shall  we  drink,  or  wherewithal  shall  wo 
be  clothed.  But  seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God  and 
His  righteousness  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added 
unto  you." 

Christ  contemplated  a  state  of  Society  in  which  no 
one  would  be  required  to  take  thought  for  food  or 
raiment,  or  to  lay  up  treasure  for  a  rainy  day.  Christ 
knew  that  in  order  to  have  this  state  of  Society,  it 
would  require  not  only  a  religious  but  an  economic 
chang.  The  sceptics  of  civil  government  tell  us  that 
it  wo;..-»  be  impossible  to  form  a  commonwealth  that 
would  take  away  the  necessity  of  worr  .  Perhaps  all 
human  concern  can  never  be  totally  eliminated,  and 
indeed  it  never  should  be,  but  it  is  possible,  under  the 
reign  of  Social  Reform,  for  every  man,  woman  and 
child  to  be  absolutely  certain  that  they  shall  have 
enough  to  eat  and  wear,  provided  the  earth  can  pro- 
duce enough  t*.  feed  and  clothe  all  the  people.    This 
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will  bo  accomplished  under  Social  R<'rorni,  if  each 
ineinl)er  of  sueioty  will  give  his  uatur  il  sliaru  of  la-jor, 
which,  indeed,  would  not  he  more  than  four  ..r  six 
hours  a  day.  Would  it  not  be  far  better  for  everybody 
to  work  a  few  hours  a  day  and  realize  that  he  has 
earned  what  he  eats  and  wears  and  the  luxuries  he 
enjoys,  than  for  the  great  bulk  of  people  to  work  like 
slaves  and  a  small  part  scheme  like  demons  in  order 
to  secure  the  largest  possible  share  of  the  product  of 
the  toiler's  labor. 

8.— Christ  Condemned  Extortioners  and 
Speculators. 

"My  house  shall  be  called  by  all  nations  the  house 
of  prayer,  but  ye  have  made  it  a  den  of  thieves."  Why 
does  He  call  them  thieves?    Simply  because  the  money 
changers  took  advantages  of  the  people  who  came  in 
from  other  countries.     These  visitors  could  not  buy 
until  they  received  current  money,  and  Ih-.^se  grafters 
of  the  Temple  either  charged  too  much  for  the  ex 
change  of  mon^y,  or  placed  an  exorbitant  price  on 
the   doves   and    sacrificial    animals.     Christ   became 
righteously  indignant  at  these  speculators.    "If  Christ 
lashed    these    speculating    extortiouers    out    of    His 
Father's  temple  .with  knotted  rope,  what  A-ill  He  do 
to  their  desoendants  when,  in  the  day  of  His  Power, 
He  deals  with  all  who  have  been  corrupting  Society 
falsely  in  His  ^ime?"    We  read  also  at  another  place, 
"Ye  lad,n  lu...  with  burdens  grievous  to  be  borne,  and 
ye  yourselves  touch  not  the  burdens  with  one  of  your 
fingers."    How  applicable  is  this  description  to  many 
of  our  modem  capitalists.    Christ  speaks  out  in  his 
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unmistakable  cIcarneHs  to  such:  "Woo  unto  vuu," 
aud  this  euinpiehends  all  elasseH  of  humi  and  womi-n 
who  take  advantage  of  otherw,  and  are  therel)y  enal)le<i 
to  roP  in  idle  luxury  at  the  expense  of  the  grievous 
toil  of  other  . 

Th3  world  imagines  that  the  great  Co-operative 
principles  of  Christ  an  only  .suitable  for  .sume  ideal 
Utopia,  and  altogether  unfit  for  our  everj'  day  life, 
and  the  church  has  partly  accepted  this  error.  Truth 
will  vindicate  itso'''  in  the  process  of  time,  and  i*  Jl 
be  found  that  these  principles  laid  down  in  tL  «'  ?- 
vious  pages  are  well  fitted  to  the  needs  of  Sc.tfty. 
They  wi''  surely  work  to  the  highest  ends  of  the  indi- 
vidual and  to  the  best  good  of  everybody. 

We  search  in  vain  through  all  the  realm  of  litera- 
ture to  find  such  great  laws  that  *?upplement  and  com- 
plement each  other  as  beautifully  and  practically  as 
the  foregoing  Co-operative  Social  laws  of  Christ. 
They  give  the  only  safe  recipe  to  cure  the  ills  that 
have  been  caused  by  the  war  between  Labor  and 
Capital. 
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We  have  seen  what  great  blessings  will  come  to 
Society  when  the  kingdom  of  Christian  Socialism  or 
Heaven  on  Earth  is  established,  but  as  to  the  best 
method  of  establishing  this  kmgdom,  there  is  a  wide 
difference  of  opinion.  We  shall  not  spend  otp  time  in 
theoretical  vaporizing  and  indefinite  juggling  of 
words,  trying  to  give  a  solution  of  this  problem,  but 
we  will  be  plain  and  practical  in  our  statements,  so 
that  any  sincere  reader  can  easily  imderstand  our 
position. 

I.— WILL  WE  GET  SOCIAL  EEFORM  THROUGH 
THE  CHURCH! 

There  are  not  a  few  who  believe  that  the  Christian 
Church  is  the  only  true  medium  through  which  all 
reform  measures  must  be  accomplished.  Such  per- 
sons do  not  properly  distinguish  between  the  func- 
tions of  the  church  and  those  of  the  state.  It  is  true 
that  the  church  has  wrought  wonders  in  upliftmg  hu- 
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manity  and  in  originating  and  carrying  forward  great 
moral  and  spiritual  movements.    No  doubt  this  work 
of  tne  church  will  continue  until  time  shall  be  no 
more ;  but  we  must  never  forget  that  the  church  works 
through  the  medium  of  persuasion  and  love  and  not 
by  civil  force.    The  church  can  prepare  the  hearts  and 
consciences  of  the  people  to  act  rightly,  but  when  we 
want  new  regulations  to  govern  Society  we  must  enter 
the  political  arena  as  well  as  the  church  door.     The 
laws  that  govern  civil  life  are  not  framed  by  ecclesias- 
tical bodies.    It  is  easy  for  a  man  to  stand  aloof  from 
the  church  and  to  say  that  if  Christians  did  their  duty, 
Social  Reform  would  soon  be  a  reality.    But  the  man 
who  throws  all  responsibility  and  blame  on  the  church 
and  refuses  to  co-operate  with  it,  is  one  of  the  mean- 
est  of  ail   men   living   and   is   a   self-contradiction. 
We  are  all  thankful  that  the  day  is  past  when  the 
church  exercises  civil  authority  over  the  people.     It 
has  no  policemen  or  constables  to  push  its  campaign, 
and,  if  it  cannot  win  by  the  power  of  love  and  con- 
science,  its    arms    are   powerless   to    save   the   lost, 
whether  they  are  rich  or  poor. 

We  find  two  extreme  opinions  regarding  the  church 
on  this  question.  The  Christian  optimist  cries  out; 
"Keep  on  preaching  and  praying  and  singing,  and 
changing  the  hearts  of  men,  and  in  God's  own  good 
time  all  the  wrongs  of  earth  will  be  righted.','  And 
the  pessimist  cries  out:  "You  may  as  well  shut  up 
your  churches,  stop  your  singing  and  praying,  be- 
cause everything  is  going  to  the  dogs.  The  world  will 
keep  on  getting  worse  and  worse  until  some  great 
revolution  brings  about  a  change." 
Looking  at  these  two   extreme  views,    we  cannot 
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safely  accept  either  one  of  them,  nor  should  we  be  led 
by  their  radical  teaching.  The  most  intelligent  of  un- 
godly men  declare,  with  u  deep  sincerity  of  heart,  that 
for  the  public  good  we  must  maintain  the  Christian 
churches.  There  are  men  who  will  not  attend  any 
Christian  service,  who  would  be  shocked  if  they  were 
to  learn  that  the  churches  were  to  be  abandoned.  It 
does  not  require  a  very  shrewd  man  to  see  of  what 
great  value  the  Christian  Church  is  to  the  civil  life  of 
a  nation,  to  say  nothing  of  the  greater  advantages 
that  follow  in  the  individual  life  of  its  people. 

The  church  with  all  of  its  weaknesses  and  good 
qualities  will  no  doubt  continue  to  do  its  work  of  up- 
lifting men  by  the  power  of  truth.  But  how  long  will 
it  take  the  church,  with  its  peculiar  weapons  of  love, 
to  change  the  present  conditions  of  human  Society  to 
such  an  extent  that  there  will  be  no  more  strife  or 
contention  between  Capital  and  Labor?  "WTio  knows 
the  answer  to  this  question?  Under  the  circum- 
stances it  is  plainly  evident  that  both  the  Christian 
and  non-Christian  laborers  are  not  willing  to  wait  for 
the  uncertain  and  indefinite  accomplishment  of  this 
work  by  the  church,  or  in  other  words  through  the 
processes  of  moral  and  spiritual  evolution  alone. 


II.— WILL  WE  GET  SOCIAL  REFORM 
THROUGH  POLITICS? 


We  believe  that  the  last  and  most  effective  blow 
against  Capitalism  will  be  given  at  the  ballot  box. 
When  the  new  liberty  is  established  for  all  classes 
through  politics,  then  the  emancipation  proclamation 
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will  be  proclaimed  to  more  than  four  million  slaves. 
What  a  glorious  deliverance  that  will  be. 

Some  of  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  by  labor 
organizations  have  been  very  successful;  others  have 
been  bungling.  Taking  all  into  consideration  the 
labor  imions  are  coming  to  see  that  final  victory  will 
never  be  won  by  following  the  present  tactics,  and  by 
depending  on  nothing  else  than  the  work  of  their  or- 
ganizations. So  we  send  the  cry  over  the  whole  land, 
"Go  into  Politics."  This  can  be  done  by  the  members 
of  organized  Labor  without  dragging  the  unions  into 
the  political  arena.  The  working  men  should  not  be 
persuaded  to  give  up  what  they  have  for  the  promise 
of  something  still  better  farther  off.  Let  the  labor 
unions  go  on,  but  let  the  men  unite  and  obtain  their 
rights  at  the  polls.  The  power  of  the  ballot  is  so  far 
reaching  that  no  one  can  predict  what  a  wonderful 
transformation  will  take  place  when  Labor  wins  the 
day. 

That  great  sainted  American  pulpit  orator,  T.  De- 
witt  Talmage,  had  courage  enough  to  recommend  the 
ballot  box  as  a  cure  for  our  present  industrial  in- 
equalities. We  quote  the  following:  "While  in  this 
country  it  is  becoming  harder  and  harder  for  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  to  get  a  living,  there  are  too  many 
in  this  country  who  have  their  two  millions,  their  ten 
millions  and  their  twenty  millions,  and  carry  the  leg- 
islators in  one  pocket  and  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  in  the  other.  And  there  is  trouble  ahead. 
Revolution.  I  pray  God  it  may  be  peaceful  revolu- 
tion, and  at  the  ballot  box.  The  time  must  come  in 
this  country  when  men  shall  be  sent  into  public  posi- 
tion who  cannot  be  purchased.     *     *     * 


y 

■I 

■f 

1 

1 

wm^'- 


,:  .( 


*-^  "'   '^rF^ 


THE  VOTER.— Look  at  the  common  worker  who  wishes  to  vote  intelligently. 
The  very  jangling  of  voioea  is  oonfasing  and  is  ever  dividing  the  worlcers 
into  parties  that  fight  ea«h  other.  Final  deliverance  most  come  through 
k  Nparate  politiou  party. 


HOW  TO  GET  SOCIAL  REFORM. 


295 


"Bribery  is  cursing  this  land.  There  have  been  swin- 
dles enacted  in  this  nation  within  the  last  thirty  years, 
enough  to  swamp  three  monarchies.  The  Democratic 
party  filled  its  cup  of  iniquity  before  it  went  out  of 
power  before  the  war.  Then  the  Republican  party 
came  along,  and  its  opportunities  through  the  con- 
tracts were  greater,  and  so  it  filled  its  cup  of  iniquity 
a  little  sooner,  and  there  they  lie  to-day,  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  the  Republican  party,  side  by  side, 
great  loathsome  carcasses  of  iniquity,  each  one  worse 
than  the  other." 

III.— STEPPING-STONES    TO    REACH    SOCIAL 

REFORM. 

All  great  reforms  in  the  history  of  the  world  have 
been  gradual.  Feudalism  dawned  gradually,  and  so 
it  passed  away  gradually,  giving  place  to  our  present 
wage  and  contract  system,  and  we  are  quite  certain 
thai  the  present  system  will  finally  give  way  to  the 
state  of  Social  Reform.  One  of  the  sure  stepping- 
stones  is  Municipal  Ownership,  and  such  movements 
as  tend  to  place  public  franchises  in  the  hands  of  the 
community.  Let  the  people  everywhere  use  these  step- 
ping-stones, and  whenever  it  is  possible  to  create  local 
sentiment  strong  enough  to  wrest  the  gas  works,  water 
works  and  street  railways  from  private  control,  it 
ought  to  be  done,  even  if  the  ballot  box  must  be 
brought  into  play.  Nothing  will  educate  the  people 
to  the  benefits  that  come  through  public  own*  'up 
as  rapidly  as  actual  experience.  Suppose  the  -,  ^jle 
of  a  community  should  get  control  of  its  street-car 
lines,  and  the  fare  should  be  reduced  from  five  to 
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three  cents,  that  would  have  a  more  telling  effect  than 
two  or  more  years  of  scattering  literature.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  that  the  usual  fare  of  five  cents  could 
be  reduced  to  three  cents,  and  all  expenses  would  be 
met,  and  then  many  people  could  afford  to  riue  who 
cannot  now.  Private  ownership  is  growing  fat  on  this 
enormous  dividend  of  forty  per  cent.,  or  more,  that 
it  is  grasping  from  the  public. 

The  tide  of  Municipal  Ownership  is  rising  very  rap 
idly,  and,  as  we  have  said  before,  large  numbers  of 
cities  have  taken  possession  of  their  public  utilities, 
such  as  electric  lighting,  street-car  lines,  etc.  Per- 
haps a  movement  will  soon  be  inaugurated  to  nation- 
alize some  of  our  transportation  or  transmission  me- 
diuras.  Let  us  work  for  such  measures  with  all  our 
might;  they  are  steps  in  the  right  direction,  and  by 
adopting  such  public  ownership  measures,  we  will  in- 
troduce the  great  principles  of  Social  Eeform  grad- 
ually, and  Society  will  not  be  disturbed  as  otherwise 
it  would. 

There  are  many  other  stepping-stones  that  must 
not  be  forgotten.  Whenever  we  have  an  opportunity 
of  lessening  the  burdens  of  the  laboring  man  in  any 
way  whatever  we  should  be  glad  to  do  it.  Perhaps  we 
can  lend  our  influence  to  reduce  the  number  of  hours 
that  constitute  a  day's  work,  or  the  increase  of 
wages  .  It  may  be  that  sentiinent  can  be  awakened 
sufficiently  in  some  communities  to  compel  the  cor- 
porations to  give  greater  protection  to  their  employees 
against  accidents,  sickness,  and  loss  of  time.  We  may 
also  be  able  to  inaugurate  a  pension  movement,  which 
will  mean  that  a  person  who  has  reached  sixty  or 
seventy  years  of  age,  shall  receive  a  pension  from  his 
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employers,  the  amount  of  the  pension  to  be  regulated 
by  the  number  of  years  of  service  the  employee  has 
rendered.  And  so  we  might  continue  one  suggestion 
after  another  without  limit.  Any  such  measures  that 
tend  to  elevate  the  condition  of  the  worker  should  be 
attemi)ted  if  possible,  until  the  golden  era  of  Social 
Reform  has  dawned  upon  us. 

State  and  National  Ownership  are  the  last  great 
forts  to  win,  and  as  fast  as  either  can  assume  control 
of  any  industry,  it  ought  to  be  done.  Some  years  ago 
the  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States  recom- 
mended National  Ownership  of  the  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone in  connection  with  the  postal  system.  This  was 
a  business-like  proposition,  and  one  of  the  most  sensi- 
ble suggestions  ever  made.  Why  was  it  not  adopted? 
Go  and  ask  the  thousands  of  men  who  were  piling  up 
fortunes  from  these  private  enterprises.  Perhaps 
they  can  give  you  an  answer.  It  only  takes  the  profit 
tha<^  the  railroads  and  telegraph  companies  make  in 
one  week  to  buy  up  enough  influence  to  defeat  any 
sensible  proposition  like  this.  You  must  not  be  too 
severe  on  these  Capitalists;  they  simply  take  steps 
for  their  own  protection  just  like  many  smaller  busi- 
ness men  take  steps  for  their  protection.  If  any  such 
business  man  could  make  a  thousand  dollars  by  spend- 
ing fifty,  no  doubt  he  \\ould  do  it.  This  does  not  argue 
that  bribing,  or  any  other  such  low  method  *    righi. 

Enemies,  both  sincere  and  conscienceless,  are  con- 
stantly misrepresenting  the  Social  Reform  movement 
by  picking  out  the  apparent  and  theoretical  flaws  and 
magnifying  them  a  hundredfold  before  the  public. 
They  also  try  to  drag  the  cause  of  Social  Reform  to 
the  low  level  of  the  Anarchy,  and  by  this  method  of 
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prejudicing  many  minds  they  have  blocked  the  wheels 
of  progress  to  some  extent;  but  slander  and  calumny 
cannot  always  shut  out  the  light.  Behold,  the  workers 
are  rising  to  claim  their  throne,  and  they  will  gladly 
throw  off  their  chains  when  once  the  angel  of  deliv- 
erance is  truly  recognized. 

We  now  come  to  a  very  natural  question  and  that 
is:  "Suppose  the  cause  of  Social  Reform  would  win 
at  the  ballot  l)0x  in  a  national  election,  how  could  we 
get  possession  of  our  industries?"  We  have  no  ob- 
jections to  anyone  asking  such  a  question,  for  it  is 
perfectly  in  order  to  look  that  far  ahead.  No  doubt 
the  time  will  soon  come  when  sufficient  public  senti- 
ment will  be  created  to  push  the  political  fight  vic- 
toriously. The  widespread  feeling  of  dicontent, 
and  the  endless  amount  of  agitation  in  numberless 
communities  throughout  the  nation,  all  betoken  the 
general  uprising  that  is  inevitable. 

The  following  chapter  will  consider  how  the  indus- 
tries of  our  nation  can  b3  rightfully  taken  from  their 
private  owners,  and  be  the  property  of  all  the  people 
under  the  mighty  grip  of  National  Ownership  and 
control. 
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Public  sentiment  is  being  created  so  rapidly  in 
favor  of  Municipal  and  Nationrl  Ownership  that  it  will 
not  be  long  until  the  majority  of  the  voters  in  many 
sections  of  our  country  will  be  in  favor  of  the  new 
economic  administration.  There  are  many  munici- 
palities now  in  which  there  is  enough  sentiment 
created  to  win  on  a  Municipal  Ownership  platform,  if 
a  fair  chance  were  given  to  the  people  to  express 
themselves  on  this  issue.  The  final  victory  is,  never- 
theless inevitable,  and  knowing  the  facts  as  we  do,  a 
point  ad  question  naturally  arises,  "How  will  the  na- 
tion get  possession  of  our  vast  industries  after  the 
people  declare  that  the  new  order  of  economics  shall 
go  into  effect?"  It  requires  t'in-fold  more  pains  and 
trouble  now  for  the  people  to  understand  how  this 
will  be  done,  than  it  will  require  when  we  stand  at  the 
threshold  of  the  new  and  golden  period. 

We  will  outline  several  distinct  methods  by  which 
the  nation  can  honorably  come  into  possession  of  all 


EV^SHERffi^P 


n 


:«K) 


HOW  TO  OKT  P088ES8I0N  OF  OUR  TNDU8TBIE8. 


■;  ■■-!.'    i 


Ill 


our  industries  or  as  many  of  them  as  may  be  desir- 
able. We  liave  studied  this  pli.ise  of  the  question  with 
considerable  care,  and  have  [)rofited  by  the  sugges- 
tions of  other  writers.  We  will  now  present  and  dis- 
cuss the  following  four  methods  that  fonn  the  most 
complete  condensation  of  all  the  theories  advanced. 

1.  Bond-Issue  Method. 

2.  Freezing-Out  Method. 

3.  Public  Seizure  Method. 

4.  Privilege  Method. 

All  that  we  ask  of  the  reader  is  that  he  give  careful 
consideration  to  the  reading  and  studying  of  these 
four  methods,  and,  while  we  do  not  recommend  all  of 
them,  yet  we  can  say  that  any  one  of  them  is  practical. 

I._BOND-ISSUE  METHOD. 

This  method  is  recommended  as  the  most  lionorable 
of  all.  It  })ropose8  that  the  government  shall  take 
possession  of  all  the  industries  to  hold  and  manage 
them  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  people.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  pay  cash  for  such  a  fabulous  aggrega- 
tion of  millions  as  are  represented  by  the  value  of 
our  widely  extended  industries.  Therefore  the  gov- 
ernment, in  case  of  purchase,  would  issue  bonds  to 
the  owners  and  would  be  in  a  position  to  dictate  its 
own  price,  and  would  not  be  controlled  by  watered 
stock  or  any  other  kind  of  inflated  vaiues  which  so 
much  misrepresent  real  values,  and  disgrace  the  man- 
agement of  large  corporate  interests  of  to-day.  With- 
out a  question  the  government  would  have  the  ad- 
vantage, and  it  would  pay  whatever  percentage  on 
these  bonds  it  might  deem  advisable  for  the  perma- 
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neiicy  and  well-being  of  the  whole  nation.  No  rich 
man  need  tremble  in  the  day  of  national  reckoning, 
for  all  things  will  be  taken  into  account  wln-n  the  gov- 
ernment compels  a  sale  and  otfers  to  be  the  purchaser. 

Now  we  hear  one  critic  coming  forward  with  his  in- 
terrogation as  follows:  "Would  it  be  just  for  the 
government  to  dictate  terms  of  a  sale  and  then  become 
the  purchaser .  If  the  critic  who  asks  this  (piestion, 
will  study  the  history  of  Trusts  and  Monopolies  in 
this  country  during  the  past  fifty  years,  ho  will  find 
that  they  have  manifested  the  most  cruel  and  merci- 
less spirit  of  arbitrary  independence.  These  heart- 
less and  soulless  corporations  have  been  dictating  to 
the  smaller  dealers  and  to  the  American  peopl.  i 
general  just  how  they  should  conduct  their  affairs, 
and  what  prices  they  should  pay  for  certain  useful 
and  necessary  commodities.  Let  us  in  return  ask  this 
critic,  "Have  these  things  been  right?  What  has  en- 
abled a  few  men  of  our  nation  to  gather  to  themselves 
such  untold  wealth?"  It  has  resulted  from  th  capa- 
bility to  dictate  terms  and  prices  to  those  who  were 
compelled  to  buy  or  sell.  The  ungenerous  si)irit  of 
modern  competition  has  destroyed  the  business  and 
blighted  the  hopes  of  many  small  competitors,  and  has 
heaped  upon  the  poor  laborer  a  burden  that  has  ever 
been  increasing,  until,  under  the  intolerable  load,  he  is 
now  groaning,  sighing  and  praying  for  the  relief  which 
must  come. 

Suppose  the  time  were  here  when  we  were  to  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  National  Ownership  and  management 
of  our  industries,  and  the  Bond-Issue  met  nod  would 
bo  adopted;  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  government 
would  dictate  to  the  Trusts  and  Monopolies  the  terms 
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of  sale  and  purchase,  it  would  only  be  the  same  flavor 
of  business  dealing  that  these  same  Trusts  and  Mo- 
nopolies have  been  using  for  their  own  aggrandize- 
ment, only  in  the  first  instance  it  is  fashionable  rob- 
bery and  in  the  second  it  is  readjustment  for  public 
good.  The  great  bulk  of  those  who  are  wealthy  would 
be  getting  a  taste  of  the  same  dealing  that  they  them- 
selves practised  in  order  to  heap  up  riches.  Uncle 
Sam,  representing  all  the  people  of  the  nation,  would 
then  be  the  great  Trust  and  Monopoly  who  woull 
stand  on  the  glorious  throne  of  national  strength  anti 
dictate  to  all  the  now  great  and  mighty  Monopoliats 
the  terms  of  sale.  Then  would  the  great  mass  of  peo- 
ple, including  many  of  the  rich,  cry  out  Amon!  and 
this  shout  of  approval  would  be  heard  ^rom  sea  to  sea 
and  from  the  lakes  to  the  gulf.  When  the  people  be- 
gin to  realize  the  benefits  of  the  new  industrial  order, 
millions  of  them  will  wonder  how  it  was  possible  that 
so  large  a  company  of  human  beings  could  havt  been 
persuaded  to  run  the  fool's  errand  so  long. 

Another  objector  comes  to  the  front  and  asks  how 
the  nation  can  ever  pay  so  great  a  debt  as  would  be 
created  by  the  purchase  of  all  the  industries?  We 
answer  by  saying  that  the  people  have  already  paid 
over  and  over  many  times  for  the  actual  value  of  all 
the  Trust  and  Monopoly  property  in  our  country,  and 
it  will  not  be  very  difficult  to  pay  for  them  once  more, 
and  then  own  them  for  themselves.  If  the  govern- 
ment become  handicapped  in  any  way  whatever,  it 
will  simply  do  with  these  bonds  just  what  the  Mo- 
nopolists do  to  the  people— it  will  cut  down  expenses. 
The  goveniment  will  be  careful  that  it  places  upon 
itself  no  heavier  burden  that  it  can  easily  bear. 
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We  do  not  say  that  wr  favor  this  method  for  it  is 
faulty  in  several  respects;  but  if  it  should  be  adopted, 
the  wealthy  can  count  themselves  fortunate  that  the 
patient  endurance  of  a  suffering  public  has  not  taken 
more  rash  measures,  such  as  shall  be  considered  a  lit- 
tle later  in  this  chapter. 

Many  other  questions  might  be  asked  concerning 
the  Bond-Issne  method.  One  might  refer  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  bojd,  whether  it  should  be  transferable  or 
not.  Another  question  could  relate  to  the  time  limit 
of  the  bond,  and  so  many  other  questions  of  similar 
import  might  be  advanced,  but  it  is  unnecessary 
within  the  scope  of  this  volume  to  enter  into  all  these 
details.  We  do  not  fear  the  outcome,  if  public  owner- 
ship once  becomes  a  reality.  All  these  matters  will 
be  fully  adjusted,  and  the  working  machinery  of  the 
new  mdustrial  kingdom  will  be  as  harmonious  as  can 
well  be  expected  while  Satan  is  in  the  world  and  his 
imps  are  trying  to  master  it. 

II.— FREEZING-OUT  METHOD. 

This  method  has  been  calLd  by  some  writers  the 
"Competition  Method,"  and  i-.  advocated  by  some 
as  the  best  of  all.  If  the  Frec.mg-Out  Method  were 
adopted  in  order  to  get  possession  of  our  industries, 
it  would  mean  that  the  government  would  enter  into 
business  in  competition  with  the  individuals  or  corpora- 
tions that  have  already  established  themselves.  Let 
us  take  for  example  the  sugar  business.  The  govern- 
ment would  organize  a  Sugar  Monopoly  of  its  own, 
and  by  its  superior  advantages  it  could  easily  legis- 
late in  its  own  favor,  just  like  so  many  Trusts  have 
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bought  legislation  in  their  favor.  In  a  short  time 
Uncle  Sam  would  have  his  grip  on  the  entire  sugar 
industry,  and  those  powerful  Monopolists  that  now 
control  the  whole  business  would  be  compelled  to  sur- 
render, sell  to  the  government,  or  suffer  the  inevitable 
squeeze  that  would  follow  upon  their  refusal  to  do 
either.  In  this  way  Uncle  Sam  could  freeze  out  all 
the  great  Corporations  and  Trusts  that  now  regulate 
the  business  interests  of  the  nation.  This  would  also 
be  a  case  of  dealing  out  to  the  Monopolists  the  same 
kind  of  medicine  that  the  Monopolists  have  been  deal- 
ing out  to  others  in  the  past.  There  is  no  question  as 
to  government  being  able  to  compete  successfully  with 
the  Trusts  and  Monopolists  in  the  country. 

There  are  many  who  will  clap  their  hands  in  favor 
of  this  method  when  it  is  proposed  to  them,  without 
pausing  to  think  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  foolish  and 
wasteful  measures  that  could  be  proposed.  Consider 
for  a  moment  the  railroad  phase  of  the  question.  It 
would  be  absurd  for  the  government  to  commence  to 
build  a  system  of  railroads  of  its  own  across  the  con- 
tinent just  for  the  purpose  of  freezing  out  the  rail- 
road corporations  or  of  compelling  them  to  offer  their 
property  at  a  sacrifice  price.  The  Bond-Tssu(>  method 
would  be  far  superior  and  more  hvonorable  than  this 

method. 

The  same  evil  result  would  follow  if  the  competi- 
tion method  would  be  adopted  in  other  lines  of  indus- 
try, and  all  this  proves  that  it  is  an  undesirable 
method  to  gain  the  end  desired.  As  far  as  we  have 
considered,  we  would  prefer  the  Bond-Issue  method 
to  the  Freezing-Out  or  ''Competition  :Method." 

Suppose  a  railroad  would  show  fight  against  the 
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government,  and  the  government  would  be  compelled 
to  handicap  the  railroad  by  legislation;  that  would 
be  worse  than  confiscation,  lor  it  would  be  taking  tho 
entire  value  of  all  the  railroad  lines  away  from  their 
owners.  It  would  be  far  better  for  the  government  to 
purchase  all  the  railways  in  the  country,  and  organize 
one  harmonious  system,  and  abandon  all  useless  lines 
and  all  unnecessary  duplication  of  tracks,  and  then 
add  railways  where  it  might  be  less  profitable  but 
more  convenient  for  the  people;  just  like  the  govern- 
ment does  in  the  mail  service  which  has  proved  to  bo 
one  of  the  strongest  features  of  a  public  ownership 
policy.  We  have  thousands  of  mail  routes  that  are 
run  at  a  loss,  but  see  what  great  service  the  peoplo 
get  in  the  rural  districts.  The  highly  profitable  cen- 
ters help  to  pay  for  these  less  profitable  routes;  and 
so  in  regard  to  railways ;  we  would  have  our  railways 
distributed  to  accommodate  the  needs  of  the  whole 
nation. 


III.— PUBLIC  SEIZURE  METHOD. 


The  name  of  this  method  alone  will  in<licate  tho 
nature  of  it.  Being  interpreted  it  means  that  the  gov- 
ernment would  simply  take  possession  of  all  the  indus- 
tries to  own  and  manage  them  for  the  benefit  of  all 
the  people,  just  as  the  postoffiee  is  owned  and  man- 
aged for  all  the  people.  Certain  enemies  havo 
brought  ridicule  upon  Social  Reform  by  deelarin?- 
that  public  ownership  means  that  everybody's  wealth 
should  be  put  together  in  one  pile  and  each  individunl 
get  an  equal  share  of  it.  This  is  worse  than  nonsense, 
19 
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and  any  sensible  person  does  not  believe  that  the  stu- 
dents of  Social  Reform  advocate  such  a  doctrine.  The 
Public  Seizure  method  implies  that  all  the  industries 
shall  become  the  property  of  all  the  people  and  that 
all  the  people  will  be  employed  by  the  government  to 
run  these  industries.  Let  us  refer  once  more  to  the 
postoffice  system.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  government 
owns  the  entire  postoffice  department,  and  thereby  it 
is  owned  by  all  the  people?  But  who  would  argue 
that  in  order  for  the  people  to  get  the  benefit  of  the 
postoffice  system  that  all  the  postoffices,  mail  boxes 
and  mail  bags  must  be  sold  and  the  money  divided 
equally  amongst  the  people?  Any  ordinary  person 
outside  of  an  insane  asylum  knows  that  this  is  not 
necessary.  TLe  only  way  is  for  the  postoffice  to  con- 
tinue as  it  is  now  established. 

The  Public  Seizure  policy  of  getting  possessi  of 
our  industries  is  certainly  a  radical  measure,  and 
savors  of  insurrection  and  dishonesty;  yet  it  would 
be  adopting  the  same  course  as  is  pursued  by  a  vic- 
torious army  marching  through  the  conquered  land 
and  taking  whatever  it  wished  to  have;  and,  in  fact 
taking  possession  of  the  whole  land  in  the  name  of  the 
government  for  which  its  soldiers  are  fighting.  The 
history  of  the  world  is  replete  with  instances  of  the 
policy,  "To  the  victor  belong  the  spoils."  Is  it  right 
or  is  it  wrong  for  the  victorious  forces  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  whole  country  they  have  captured?  We 
answer  in  some  cases  it  is  right,  and  in  other  cases  it 
is  \vrong;  it  depends  altogether  upon  the  issue  of  the 
conflict,  and  not  upon  the  dominance  of  brute  forces. 
Was  it  right  for  the  thirteen  American  colonies  to  ^jht 
for  independence,  and,  winning  in  the  severe  struggle, 
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confiscate  to  themselves  millions  of  acres  of  land  that 
now  represent  billions  of  wealth?  Was  it  right  for 
them  to  take  possession  of  this  territory  just  because 
they  were  strong  enough  to  do  it  I  The  majority  of 
the  world  will  answer  that  it  was  all  right  just  because 
the  early  colonists  were  suflfering  unreasonable  and 
intolerable  burdens,  and  they  had  a  perfect  right  to 
free  themselves  from  the  imposition  that  was  prac;- 
tised  upon  them.  So  we  might  argue  concerning  many 
of  the  conflicts  of  the  world  and  many  of  the  changing 
aspects  of  national  life  and  territory. 

The  question  that  now  comes  to  the  front  in  this 
part  of  our  chapter  is  a  very  serious  one.    W^ald  it  be 
right  for  a  burdened  public,  overtaxed  all  their  life- 
tune  by  cruel  and  merciless  corporations,  whipped  to 
the  severest  tasks  under  the  cruel  necessities  of  mod- 
ern life,  bruised  and  mangled  by  the  coercive  laws  of 
modem  competition,  robbed  shamefully  of  time  and 
wages,  beaten  into  poverty  and  death  by  the  manipu- 
lation of  corporations,  until  we  have  the  masses  of 
suifering,  shivering  poor  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
classes  of  the  immensely  wealthy  magnates  on  the 
other  side,— would  it  be  right,  we  ask,  under  such  con- 
ditions for  the  awakened  people  to  take  possession  of 
the  billions  of  dollars  that  hnv  been  filched  from  them 
by  the  unjust  tyranny  of  the  masters?     We  aucwor 
that  it  would  be  right  if  fair  compensation  were  given 
for  the  property  thus  taken,  and  doubly  right  if  the 
general  public  good  demands  it,  but  certainly  not  right 
in  many  cases  for  the  public  to  seize  private  property 
without  fair  compensation.     It  is  not  right  to  take 
from  a  man  what  belongs  to  him  just  because  you  have 
the  power  to  do  so ;  but,  if  you  can  show  that  the  man 
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has  taken  what  he  possesses  unjustly  from  somebody 
else  then  a  higher  authority  has  the  right  to  equalize 
matters.  It  is  painfully  true  that  certain  captains  of 
industry  have  piled  up  their  millions  by  following 
questionable  tactics  of  business,  using  at  times  un- 
christian methods  to  freeze  out  all  competition.  This 
means  that  they  have  violated  the  law  of  righteous- 
ness to  pile  up  a  greater  part  of  their  wealth.  Now, 
would  it  be  right  for  the  highest  authority  in  our  na- 
tion or  the  government  itself  to  take  from  the  guilty 
and  innocent  alike,  their  possessions  and  hold  them  for 
the  common  use  and  good  of  everybody?  If  a  thina: 
like  this  were  to  happen  the  smaller  owners  would  suf- 
fer in  proportion  just  as  much  80  the  larger  ones,  for 
indeed  the  man  who  owns  his  humble  home  es^'^ems  it 
as  preciously  as  the  millionaire  can  esteem  his  vast 
aggregation  of  wealth. 

While  at  first  thought  the  Public  Seizure  measure 
appears  unjust,  it  nevertheless  has  some  elements  of 
propriety.  We  believe  that  the  best  method  of  all  is 
the  one  which  we  will  next  consider. 


IV.— PRIVILEGE  METHOD. 

This  method  resembles  the  Public  Seizure  method 
in  the  first  stages  of  its  operation.  It  means  that  the 
government  shall  take  possession  of  everything  in  the 
line  of  industries,  and  that  the  owners  shall  be  granted 
special  privileges  during  their  natural  life,  according 
to  the  value  of  the  industries  from  which  they  have 
been  relieved. 

If  it  were  true  that  all  the  accumulated  wealth  of  the 
country  were  gathered  by  unscrupulous  or  question- 
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able  methods,  we  would  have  no  hesitancy  in  advocat- 
ing a  clear-cut  Public  Seizure  method,  but  this  is  not 
true,  for  many  of  the  men  of  smaller  and  larger  wealth 
have  obtained  their  possessions  by  manifold  sacrifices 
and  a  conscientious  devotion  to  duty,  and,  for  that 
reason,  we  believe  that  some  recognition  should  be 
taken  of  a  man's  worthy  endeavors.    Suppose  the  pub-i 
he  would  give  such  a  man,  in  return  for  his  accumu- 
lated wealth,  the  privilege  of  working  at  option,  or  to 
be  idle  at  option.    Would  it  not  be  perfectly  fair?    We 
believe  that  the  great  majority  of  this  kind  of  men,  if 
Lhey  were  granted  special  privileges  and  free  support, 
would  render  valuable  service  to  Societv,  as  the  out- 
growth of  their  own  free  choice.     It  is  unthinkable 
that  a  man  of  energy  and  genius  could  be  content  to 
be  an  idle  loafer  on  the  lap  of  Society.    We  feel  like 
guaranteeing  that  the  great  majority  of  such  persons 
would  render  as  much  service  as  the  Co-opera\ 
Commonwealth  would  demand,  as  the  average  amount 
of  work  to  be  performed  by  each  individual. 

What  more  should  any  millionaire  ask  than  to  be 
granted  the  privilege  of  having  an  easy  time  with  his 
family  all  the  rest  of  his  life,  receiving  his  comforts 
and  luxuries  m  return  for  what  the  public  has  taken 
from  him.  If  the  millionaire  should  find  fault,  he  can 
oe  reminded  that  perhaps  a  great  part  of  his  posses- 
sions  have  come  to  him  by  the  exploitation  of  labor  ' 
or  by  the  pursuance  of  unchristian-like  methods. 
Suppose  the  millionaire  has  children;  would  it  not  be 
far  better  for  Society  that  these  children  should  per- 
form their  portions  of  the  work  at  whatever  calling 
their  fitness  may  suggest  and  public  necessitv  may  de- 
mand, than  for  them  to  be  loafe  s  or  idlers,' which,  in 


f  ^ 


310 


HOW  TO  GET  POSSESSION  OF  OUR  INDUSTRIES. 


itself,  is  one  of  the  worst  evils  that  can  befall  any 
individual? 

VV^hy  need  we  further  elaborate  upon  any  one  or 
more  of  the  methods  that  should  be  adopted  in  order 
to  get  possession  of  our  industries!  When  the  day 
I  conies  that  the  cause  of  Social  Reform  is  triumphant 
at  the  ballot  box,  the  people  of  that  day  will  no  doubt 
have  better  judgment  on  these  matters  than  we  now 
have,  and  therefore  they  will  be  much  more  able  to 
decide  which  is  the  best  course  to  adopt.  Let  us  not 
spend  needless  time  in  trying  to  answer  questions  too 
far  in  advance.  When  a  child  is  injured  get  the  doc- 
tor as  soon  as  possible,  do  not  stop  to  argue  and  debate 
what  the  doctor  will  do,  or  how  he  might  apply  the 
medicine.  Let  such  future  contingencies  go  until  the 
physician  arrives.  Whatever  you  can  do  in  the  mean- 
time to  alleviate  the  suffering  of  the  afflicted  one  and 
make  it  easier  for  the  physician  to  do  his  work  when 
he  arrives,  do  it  with  dispatch  and  neatness.  So  we 
say  to  all  who  try  to  slander  the  cause  of  Social  Re- 
form. What  we  want  is  the  physician, — the  means  at 
hand  to  cure,  and  when  that  comes,  no  doubt  the  medi- 
cine can  be  applied. 
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We  liave  shown  in  the  preceding  chapters  that  com- 
petition with  all  its  evils  has  nevertheless  been  instru- 
mental in  developing  the  human  race.  It  has  urged 
individual  effort  to  its  highest  point,  and  has  brought 
to  all  people  the  blessings  of  invention  and  the  per- 
fecting of  mechanical  appliances,  in  addition  to  the 
individual  and  national  discipline,  that  has  resulted 
from  mental  and  physical  application.  Many  a  man 
has  worked  himself  to  death  thinking  of  the  thou- 
sands or  millions  of  dollars  he  would  reap  as  the  result 
of  some  great  invention  he  was  trying  to  produce.  We 
do  not  recommend  that  a  man  should  work  himself  to 
death,  but  we  do  say  that  from  this  class  of  toilers, 
who  have  bunied  the  midnight  oil,  the  world  has 
received  its  greatest  blessings. 

When  Social  Reform  is  inaugurated,  competition, 
as  we  see  it  to-day,  will  be  largely  a  thing  of  the  past. 
The  people  will  be  guaranteed  a  living  under  all  cir- 
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t'umstauces,  and  do  one  need  fear  that  the  sheriflf  will 
ai)pioach,  nor  that  the  pangs  of  hunger  will  be  felt 
as  long  as  the  earth  can  produce  enough  to  feed  all 
the  people.  It  is  argued  that,  as  a  result  of  these  con- 
ditions, there  will  be  a  great  check  to  inventive  genius 
and  to  educational  advancement,  and  therefore  the 
question  naturally  arises,  what  will  take  the  place  of 
competition  as  a  spur  to  urge  human  genius  and  en- 
deavor to  reach  the  highest  possible  plane  of  achieve- 
ment I 

Under  any  system  of  economics  the  most  hopeless 
of  all  i)eople  are  those  who  have  no  desire  to  better 
their  condition,  and  who  seem  to  be  satisfied  with 
their  present  attainments.  Men  and  women  with  great 
possibilities  have  allowed  themselves  to  go  to  seed  by 
falling  back  into  the  loathsome  lap  of  natural  de- 
pravity. They  belong  to  the  class  of  people  who  sim- 
ply live  to  eat  and  again  eat  to  live.  There  are  mil- 
lions of  such  stars  that  have  fallen  in  the  blackness  of 
night  forever,  who,  under  the  ruling  power  of  a  pure 
ambition  to  stir  them  into  activity,  could  have  excelled 
in  glorious  brightness  even  unto  this  day.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  most  hopeful  class  of  people  are  those 
who  are  not  satisfied  with  their  present  state.  They 
are  ever  anxious  to  become  nobler,  or  become  better 
equipped,  so  that  they  shall  either  be  of  more  service 
in  the  world,  or  better  able  to  earn  a  livelihood.  The 
Social  Keform  pessimist  advocates  that  this  latter 
<*las8  of  people  will  be  reduced  to  the  level  of  the  first 
class  mentioned,  when  once  the  powerful  spur  of  com- 
petition is  eliminated.  We  wish  to  say  to  all  such 
dyspeptics  that  their  mental  conception  is  weak  and 
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faulty,  if  they  so  anticipate  what  will  be  realized  under 
the  reign  of  Social  Reform. 

Can  it  be  true  that  under  the  reign  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Commonwealth  there  will  be  no  spurs  to  urge  hu 
manity  onward!  We  answer  by  saying  that  there  will 
be  as  many  spurs  as  the  people  will  wish  to  have,  and 
we  believe  that  greater  things  will  be  done  in  the  new 
kingdom  to  come  than  were  ever  accomplished  under 
the  long  and  cruel  reign  of  competition.  First  of  all, 
people  will  be  bom  and  reared  better,  and  better  hy- 
gienic conditions  will  prevail  everywhere.  We  will 
have  a  race  of  strongs,  men  and  women.  Many  of  the 
bright  intellects  that  have  dropped  into  oblivion  under 
our  present  grindmg  systems  of  industry,  would  have 
shone  brightly  in  the  firmament  of  their  native  glory, 
if  equal  opportunity  had  been  offered  to  all. 

In  the  coming  golden  age  of  Social  Reform,  there 
will  be  means  adopted  whereby  any  person  who  ren- 
ders special  service  for  humanity  will  be  signally  re- 
warded. There  can  be  eight  or  ten  kinds  of  medals 
each  ranging  in  order  of  merit  from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest,  and  when  a  person  is  granted  any  one  of  these 
medals  by  the  order  of  human  Society,  or  its  repre- 
sentatives, it  will  mean  more  to  that  person  in  the  new 
age  than  wealth  could  have  jjossibly  meant  to  him  at 
the  present  time.  A  person  who  studies  out  a  great 
invention  and  it  appeals  to  the  chosen  representatives 
of  the  people  as  such,  can  be  given  one  of  the  highest 
medals  of  honor,  which  will  entitle  him  to  a  life-long 
vacation  from  all  the  restraints  that  Society  would 
otherwise  place  upon  him.  He  can  then  engage  in  such 
pursuits  as  he  chooses,  working  only  when  he  pleases, 
and  traveling  where  he  wishes  at  the  expense  of  So- 
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ciety.  It  can  be  made  a  lawful  custom  for  such  per- 
sons to  wear  their  medals  so  that  one  by  doing  so, 
would  not  need  to  appear  vain  or  presumptuous. 

Some  one  may  object  by  saying  that  a  system  of 
medals  will  prove  to  be  an  evil  just  like  a  system  of 
titles.    We  answer  by  saying  that  the  tendency  in  this 
direction  will  not  be  as  strong  as  it  is  under  our  pres- 
ent order  of  economics,  and  if  the  people  are  foolish 
enough  to  abuse  the  medal  privilege,  they  will  bo 
obliged  to  suffer  their  abuses  until  they  are  remedied. 
If  the  medal   privilege  is  abused,   it  can  be  made 
more  difficult  for  one  to  receive  this  honor,  thereby 
granting  a  less  number  of  medals.     No  two  medals 
will   be   alike;    there   can   be   just   as   many   forms 
to  be  awarded  as  may  be  deemed  best  for  the  welfare 
of  Society,  and  each  one  will  stand  for  a  distinct  line 
of  privileges  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  individual  holding  it. 
Another  spur  under  the  reign  of  Social  Reform,  will 
be  along  the  line  of  educational  advancement.     Per- 
sons who  excel  by  reason  of  laborious  study  or  intrm- 
sic  worth,  can  be  honored  with  the  more  trustworthy 
work  of  Society,  and  can  be  given  the  educational 
medal  that  will  stand  for  special  privileges.    The  aim 
to  occupy  the  more  honored  positions  of  Society  will 
be  a  spur  more  effective  than  most  people  imagine. 
Tt  is  perfectly  proper  that  if  a  person  study  hard  and 
long,  and  thereby  fulfill  certain  educational  require- 
ments, he  should  be  rewarded  with  one  of  the  positions 
of  honor.    Some  persons  must  necessarily  fill  such  po- 
sitions, and  why  should  they  not  be  given  to  those  who 
have  fitted  themselves  best  for  this  work!    This  policy 
would  bring  the  richest  fruits  to  Society,  and  would 
be  a  splendid  means  of  rewarding  merit. 
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In  the  gloriouH  coming  kingdom  of  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth,  honor  will  take  the  place  of  wealth, 
and  in  many  more  instances  the  love  of  service  will 
take  the  place  of  i?rim  necessity.  It  will  be  much  more 
likely  that  people  will  enjoy  work  when  the  slavish 
aspect  has  been  tak  n  away,  and  when  it  is  no  longer 
regarded  as  a  disgrace. 

Another  spur  under  Social  Reform  will  be  the  rec- 
reation feature.  It  will  be  possible  for  avy  man  or 
woman  who  has  lived  in  good  behavior,  and  performed 
his  or  her  share  of  the  work  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of 
travel  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year.  Every  worker 
will  be  allowed  a  month's  vacation  each  year,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  shorter  periods  of  rest  that  will  be  in- 
terspersed throughout  the  year.  This  month's  vaca- 
tion can  be  spent  in  any  distant  part  of  the  country, 
for  every  worker  will  be  entitled  annually  to  a  speci- 
fied number  of  miles  of  free  transportation  over  the 
national  railway,  and  if  he  wishes  to  take  his  wife  and 
family  with  him,  he  can  either  draw  upon  his  credit 
that  has  accumulated,  or  he  can  wait  until  sufficient 
mileage  is  due  him,  and  in  this  manner  the  working- 
man  with  his  family  can  spend  a  few  weeks  traveling 
over  the  country.  This  is  not  a  wild  dream,  although 
it  reads  like  one.  It  ought  to  be  possible  for  any  man 
to  enjoy  privileges  of  this  character,  and  if  the  hun- 
dreds and  millioi.s  of  dollars  that  are  flowing  into  the 
treasuries  of  the  great  corporations,  were  shared  by 
the  ones  who  work  to  create  this  wealth,  it  would  mean 
less  labor  and  more  recreation  for  all. 

This  is  a  mighty  spur  that  the  average  worker  of 
the  present  age  does  not  enjoy.  He  must  grind  away 
at  his  severe  tasks,  and,  when  pay  day  comes,  it  re- 
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quires  all  his  earnings  to  pay  the  rent,  grocery  bill 
and  other  expenses  that  have  been  incurred  since  his 
last  pay  day;  and,  in  millions  of  instances,  the  poor 
workers  can  count  themselves  fortunate  if  they  have 
enough  money  to  meet  all  the  natural  expenses  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  their  families.  What  encour- 
a<?eraent  has  any  one  of  these  men!  They  are  robbed 
of  their  liberty  in  a  free  land,  for  they  must  go  to  work 
early  and  return  late.  I  met  a  poor  father  a  short 
time  ago,  who  told  me  that  he  did  not  see  his  children 
from  Sunday  until  Sunday;  he  was  obliged  to  go  to 
work  before  they  were  out  of  bed,  and  return  home 
after  they  had  gone  to  bed;  and  then  very  frequently 
his  emi  '>yer  demanded  him  to  work  on  Sun  ,..y. 
What  could  the  poor  man  do?  It  was  a  position  at 
which  he  had  learned  how  to  make  enough  money  to 
support  his  family,  and  his  continued  attention  to  this 
particular  work  had,  in  a  measure,  incapacitated  him 
for  other  work.  You  may  call  such  a  man  as  free  as 
you  wish,  but,  in  our  opinion,  he  is  the  meanest  kind 
of  a  slave,  with  a  galling  yoko  a.  >  md  his  ueck,  a  cruel 
object  lesson  of  the  present  wicked  system  of  greedy 
competition. 

Under  Social  Reform,  the  worker  will  not  be  re- 
quired to  toil  more  than  six  or  seven  hours  a  day, 
and,  by  doing  so,  he  will  be  entitled  to  enough  to 
support  himself  and  family  decently,  and  to  enjoy 
enough  of  the  luxuries  to  afford  happiness  and  con- 
tentment for  all.  Such  a  worker  will  then  feel  as  if  he 
were  a  human  being,  with  a  crown  of  honor  and  dignity 
upon  his  head,  instead  of  being  a  common  tool  of  greed 
and  a  living  fool  of  need. 

^e  wish  to  have  it  clearly  understood  that  these 
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blessings  can  only  come  to  humanity  providing  tho 
power  and  influence  of  the  Christian  Church  is  not 
relegate!  to  the  rear.  No  people  living  in  the  midst 
of  sinful  and  reckless  conditions  can  expect  to  be 
happy  and  prosperous  under  tho  most  favorable  econo- 
mic conditions.  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  on  earth 
must  have  full  sway,  just  as  complete  as  it  ever  has 
had.  We  are  not  talking  of  some  ideal  condition  of 
righteousness  on  earth;  that  would  spoil  the  argument 
of  all  the  chapters  in  this  book.  We  are  only  asking 
that  Christianity  be  given  its  rightful  place  and  bo 
allowed  to  operate  with  all  the  freedom  possible;  and 
even  if  it  does  not  accomplish  any  more  than  it  is  ac- 
complishing now,  all  the  conditions  that  we  have  prom- 
ised for  Social  Reform  can  be  fully  and  easily  real- 
ized. We  would  also  clearly  state  that  during  tho 
continuance  of  the  present  Gospel  age,  while  the  two 
forces  of  Sin  and  Evil  are  operating  in  the  world,  the 
time  will  never  come  when  the  possibility  of  all  trouble 
will  be  avoided. 

With  all  the  spurs  that  are  urging  men  and  women 
onward,  the  greatest  of  all  is  the  spur  of  righteous 
deeds  resulting  from  the  new  birth  of  Christ  in  the  soul 
of  the  individual.  It  is  remarkable  how  men  and  wo- 
men who  are  thus  bom  anew,  are  urged  onward  to  a 
noble  life,  to  the  accomplishment  of  still  greater 
things,  for  the  uplifting  of  humanity.  This  line  of  ac 
tion  has  been  the  bright  side  of  the  world's  history 
throughout  the  stormy  ages  of  the  past.  The  world 
wonders  what  power  sends  the  thousands  of  mission- 
aries away  from  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  Ameri- 
can homes,  to  live  in  dirty  hovels,  and  sacrifice  even 
their  lives  for  the  sake  of  educating,  enlightening  an  1 
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Christianizing  the  heathens  of  the  earth.  It  is  the  spur 
of  all  spurs  that  moves  them  onward ;  it  is  the  miracle 
of  all  miracles  in  every  age  of  the  world,  and  is  still 
manifesting  itself  in  the  hea-^ts  and  lives  of  millions  of 
people.  What  other  force  has  uplifted  mankind  outside 
of  this  t  Name  any  agency  you  wish,  and  you  will  find 
it  to  be  the  outgrowth  of  Christian  endeavor,  some- 
how or  somewhere;  and  we  can  expect  that,  to  the 
same  extent  that  people  will  become  subject  to  the 
higher  laws  of  God,  and  obedient  to  the  will  of  God, 
they  shall  enjoy  the  temporal  blessings  of  life,  and 
complete  the  circle  of  happiness  in  their  life  on  earth. 
We  doubt  not  that  critics  will  always  be  able  to  pick 
flaws  with  any  condition  of  economics  under  which  we 
do  or  may  live.  We  need  not  be  unduly  influenced  by 
the  habitual  fault-finder,  for  it  is  clearly  evident  that 
some  have  even  criticised  Christianity  unfavorably, 
and  have  tried  to  upset  the  holy  Bible  with  its  doc- 
trines of  Heaven  and  Hell.  If  men  are  bold  enough 
to  deny  such  fundamental  truths  and  facts,  we  need 
not  be  surprised  to  hear  many  foolish  criticisms  and 
objections  offered  against  the  establishment  of  a  Co- 
operative Commonwealth,  which  is  to  redeem  man 
socially  as  Christ  has  redeemed  him  spiritually. 
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The  Path  of  Human  Life. — This  is  the  path  we  all  must  travel  and 
pay  our  daily  toll  to  one  trust  after  another.  The  burden  is  becoming  un- 
bearable and  it  must  come  to  an  end. 
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Monument  op  Skulls. — When  the  battle  between  Capital  and  Lalror 
is  over,  such  a  gruesoiTie  monument  will  be  a  suitable  memorial.  Two  old 
survivors  have  come  to  shed  a  few  more  tears  in  memory  of  the  cruel  age 
of  competition. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 


In  the  preceding  twenty-eight  chapters  we  have 
given  a  brief  description  of  our  economic  conditions 
and  have  suggested  a  remedy.  We  cannot  expect  that 
a  person  prejudiced  in  favor  of  Capitalism  will  accept 
and  promulgate  the  teachings  throughout  this  book; 
but,  if  he  would,  with  an  unbiased  mind,  carefully 
study  the  whole  subject  of  economics,  he  would  no 

Dger  be  dead  to  the  suflfering  of  the  masses  and  the 
neartlessness  of  the  higher  classes.  He  would  then 
be  more  mclined  to  champion  the  cause  of  Labor,  ami 
lay  bare  the  iniquitous  schemes  hatched  out  under  the 
cover  of  Monopoly  and  Greed. 

Surely  the  reader  will  not  question  the  accuracy  of 
the  first  chapter  in  the  book,  for  it  is  altogetht.-  too 
apparent  that  the  statements  contained  therein  are 
true.  The  fight  of  the  workingmen  to  secure  their 
rights  18  the  most  stubborn  of  all  the  contests  in  the 
world.  The  facts  and  conditions  that  are  beinir 
brought  to  light  during  this  great  Capital  and  Labor 
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struggle,  present  the  most  alarming  conditions  and 
will  precipitate  a  most  direful  calamity  if  proper  set- 
tlement is  not  effected. 

Concerning  the  second  and  third  chapters,  there  can 
be  no  objections  raised.  Labor  was  early  dragged 
into  disrepute  by  the  unkindness  of  man  to  man  under 
the  influence  of  sin,  and  the  great  duty  of  humanity 
now  is  to  separate  Labor  and  disgrace  forever.  The 
advance  toward  liberty  has  been  indeed  a  long  and 
severe  struggle,  and  has  agitated  every  period  of  the 
world's  history;  and  now  the  most  important  crisis  is 
at  hand.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  Co-opera- 
tive Commonwealth  will  give  the  surest  and  safest 
deliverance  to  the  fettered  millioLS  of  our  land  to-day. 

Any  reader  familiar  with  statistics  will  hardly  deny 
the  facts  contained  in  chapters  four  and  five,  where 
ve  have  given  a  description  of  the  condition  of  the 
skilled  and  unskilled  laborers.  Even  before  this  book 
went  to  press,  we  heard  words  of  appreciation  from 
those  who  chanced  to  read  the  manuscript  of  these 
chapters.  In  our  consideration  of  the  more  unfortu- 
nate classes  of  pet.^jl?  we  endeavored  to  be  fair.  If 
we  had  gone  to  the  one  extreme  and  desired  to  present 
pictures  of  the  darkest  horror,  we  would  have  multi- 
plied tenfold  our  descriptions  of  the  wretchedness  and 
terror  that  Lave  come  to  humanity  as  the  fruits  of 
greed  and  competition. 

From  chapters  six  to  ten  inclusive,  we  have  given 
a  faithful  statement  of  the  several  great  causes  that 
have  led  to  the  general  discontent  among  working- 
men.  The  reader  can  do  as  he  wishes  in  believing  or 
doubting  the  truthfulness  of  these  chapters,  but  he 
cannot  brush  aside  tbe  real  facts  as  we  see  them  in  the 
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daily  life  of  our  American  workingmen.  Facts  are 
more  convincing  than  all  theories,  and  if  you  read 
these  five  chapters  of  Labor's  discontent,  you  will  find 
that   we    have   held    stricMy   to   conditions    as    they 

prevail. 

Whatever  we  hav?  said  in  this  book  on  the  subject 
of  Monopoly  in  chapters  ten  and  eleven,  or  in  any 
other  part  of  the  book,  we  believe  is  an  honest  presen- 
tation of  the  whole  subject,  and,  of  necessity,  very 
briefly  considered.  We  are  just  beginning  to  see  the 
fearful  power  of  money,  for  its  curse  is  coming  upon 
us  with  increasing  ratio.  The  scenes  of  the  past 
twenty  years  have  been  almost  dramatic,  and  both  the 
moderately  and  the  immensely  rich  ought  to  help 
solve  this  problem  for  the  present  and  for  future 
generations. 

If  the  masses  of  people  will  not  aT uke  to  the  situa 
tion  and  take  radical  action,  the  prophecy  of  chapter 
twelve  will  come  to  pass,  and  we  will  go  down  to  ruin 
as  we  deserve.  This  brings  us  to  ask  in  the  language 
of  the  subject  of  chapter  thirteen,  "'Wliy  are  the 
Wrongs  not  Righted?"  This  is  considered  by  some 
of  our  friends  as  one  of  the  most  reasonable  chapters 
in  the  book.  It  places  the  blame  of  our  present  condi- 
tions at  the  right  place.  Some  radical  reformers  will 
not  like  this  chapter  very  much,  just  because  it 
searches  after  the  real  truth,  and  does  not  heap  flam- 
ing condemnation  on  the  Monopolists.  The  question 
has  often  come  into  our  minds,  "How  many  people 
would  continue  in  poverty  if  they  had  the  chance  to  be 
rich?"  It  has  always  seemed  inconsistent  to  us  that 
Ihe  one  who  cannot  get  wealth  should  curse  the  one 
who  has  been  able  to  attain  it.  In  all  this  we  do  not 
20 
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wish  to  be  misunderstood;  it  's  not  our  purpose  to 
wink  at  the  methods  used  to  gain  riches;  but^^  do 
wish  to  say  clearly,  that  the  present  system  of  compe- 
tition, and  an  msatiable  hun^an  greed,  are  the  two 

great   powers   that   are   inainl>    responsible   for   the 

wretched  contrasts  in  Society  to-day 
In  chapters  fourteen  and  fifteen,  we  have  outlined 

the  history  and  the  work  of  the  labor  unions,  and  have 

tTZ  ! '  r  '"IF*^^*"^*  ^^«t«^  tl^^y  have  been  and 
are  m  elevating  the  mass  of  workers.  Thev  have 
overcome  many  internal  and  external  difficulties,  and 
will,  no  doubt,  stay  in  the  conflict  until  the  battle  is 

rr.];  JV'      1  *^'^*'  '°  "'^"•''  localities,  much  evil  has 

esulted  from   he  work  of  organized  Labor,  vet  it  must 

be  admitted  that  the  general  uprising  of  Labor  hTd 

the  heartless  and  crushing  greed  of  Monopoly.    It  has 
prevented  the  total  enslavement  of  the  massed  so  tha 

forever  '"'"'''  '''  *'^"  ''  "^^"^^  «^  ^^-^'  shackles 
Chapters  sixteen  to  twenty  inclusive  form  an  im 
portant  section  of  the  book.    Here  we  have  considered 

10  cure  the  Jls  of  Society,  and  thereby  extend  to  all 
people  the  nahiral  liberties  and  blessings  that  Go 

oai  etui  study  to  the  several  remedies  proposed  in 
these  chapters.  Concerning  our  opinion  of  ?he  rash 
remedies,  we  refer  you  to  chapter  sLee^.  The  reme 
dies^  described  m  chapters  seventeen,  eighteen  Tnd 
nmeteen  are  all  partial  in  their  effec  ,  and  some  of 
nTt^r''"  °'  consideration.  In  chapters  tw:nv 
and  twenty -one,  ;ve  find  the  rays  of  hope,  and,  no 
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doubt,  we  will  be  misunderstood  by  many  readers  in 
saying  this.  We  therefore  ask  your  attent"  m  to  some 
words  of  explanation  in  regard  to  Socialism  and 
its  followers.  There  is  a  low  class  of  Socialists  who 
are  mostly  free-thinking  infidels  and  reckless  conserva- 
tors of  thought.  These  have  done  much  to  dishonor  a 
good  movement,  and  have  caused  many  of  the  noble 
uiinded  to  scorn  at  Socialism  altogether.  The  diflS- 
culty  of  all  good  reforms  is  that  some  classes  of  peo- 
ple dash  ahead  into  an  ultra  radicalism,  and  thereby 
do  more  harm  than  good. 

There  is  also  a  reputable  class  of  Socialists,  who 
have  intelligently  surveyed  the  whole  Social  question, 
and  are  faithfully  striving  to  create  public  sentiment 
in  favor  of  Socialism.  Some  of  these  are  Christian 
and  some  are  not,  although  Christian  Socialism  will 
be  the  ultimate  platform.  Perhaps  the  best  terms  to 
be  employed  as  descriptive  of  an  ideal  system  of  ero- 
nomic?,  would  be  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth. 
But  i!;  is  needless  to  offer  an  apology  for  the  word 
Socialism;  the  word  itself  is  very  good,  and  is  per- 
haps the  best  that  can  be  used  m  connection  with  the 
reform  for  which  so  many  true-hearted  men  and 
women  are  praying  to-day.  If  we  can  get  this  reform 
in  line  with  the  lofty  teaching  of  Jesus  Christ,  it  does 
not  matter  very  much  what  word  is  used.  In  the  pre- 
ceding chapters  we  have  frequently  used  the  term 
Social  Reform  to  indicate  the  coming  period  of  indus- 
trial equality.  By  the  reading  of  these  few  lines,  the 
reader  will  understand  why  so  many  different  terms 
are  used  interchangeably,  if  he  has  not  understood  it 
before. 

In  chapters  twenty-two,  twenty-three  and  twenty- 
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four,  we  have  outlined  some  oi"  the  blessings  that  will 
bo  enjoyed  by  humanity  when  the  golden  period  of 
Social  Reform  is  maugurated.    To  these  chapters  we 
invite  the  most  careful  attention  of  the  reader;  for 
they  are  suggestive  more  than  exhaustive;  and  the 
best  of  all  they  are  practical  instead  of  fanciful.    It  is 
hard  to  fonn  a  full  picture  of  the  transformed  condi- 
tions of  huuian  Society  when  the  fearf dl  losses  of  com- 
petition are  eliminated,  and  when  all  the  su.plus  labor 
IS  thrown  into  producing  channels.    In  our  ignorance 
we  boast  of  our  advtmcement  to-day,  and  yet  we  are 
doing  busine.S!»  as  a  nation  in  the  most  unbusinesslike 
manner,  and  wi^h  the  most  wasteful  methods.    Pgad 
carefully  the  three  chapters  above  noted  before  you 
charge  us  with  being  pessimistic.    We  admit  that  we 
are  greatly  in  advance  as  a  nation  over  any  other  for- 
mer period  of  our  existence;  but  compared  with  what 
we  might  or  should  be,  we  are  far  in  the  rear.    Chap- 
ter twenty-four  alone,  gives  a  picture  of  our  blighted 
industrial  life,  and  in  that  chapter  we  make  some  at- 
tempt to  picture  the  fearful  waste  due  to  our  present 
grinding  life  of  competition  in  business.     We  do  not 
pause  to  think  of  these  things;  nearly  all  facts  of  this 
kind  are  revelations  to  us.    Just  as  needless  as  the 
fifth  wheel  on  the  ordinary  wagon,  are  all  the  lines  of 
waste  labor  outlmed  in  this  twenty-fourth  chapter. 
Who  would  care,  if  this  loss  of  time  and  labor  did  not 
affect  the  great  mass  of  workers?    They  are  the  ones 
who  are  made  the  slaves  by  reason  of  these  sinful  and 
far-reaching  losses.    When  we  take  the  broom  of  So- 
cial Reform  and  brush  down  all  these  darksome  cob- 
webs, there  will  soon  be  a  purer  atmosphere,  and  the 
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iucoming  of  a  greater  flood  of  light,  and  consequently 
greater  happiness  will  prevail  everywhere. 

Who  will  not  welcome  the  period  when  the  aged  and 
unfortunate  will  be  duly  respected!  Just  as  we  were 
writing  this  chapter,  we  lifted  the  daily  paper  and 
read  that  the  aged  inmates  of  a  certain  county  poor- 
house  were  dying  of  neglect  and  starvation.  Thero 
were  aged  fatliers  and  mothers  wlio  were  unfortunate 
enough  to  outlive  their  children,  or,  perchance,  to  suf- 
fer the  disgrace  of  having  heartless  children,  were 
now  at  the  cold  mercy  of  an  almshouse,  controlled  by 
brutal  and  heartless  managers.  We  will  all  welcome 
the  day  when  the  aged  will  live  in  the  finest  buildings 
and  receive  the  best  attention,  and  when  they  will  not 
be  considered  as  burdens,  but  may  feel  that  they  are 
really  our  fatncrs  and  our  mothers.  And  likewise  will 
we  all  vejoice  when  the  tramp  nuisance  shall  have  been 
settled ;  there  will  be  no  want  or  tramps  under  Social 
Reform.  They  seem  to  be  inevitable  under  our 
present  order. 

And  will  it  not  be  a  day  of  great  rejoici"''  when 
nobody  can  have  a  motive  for  adulterating  food.  -  any 
kind,  or  producing  inferior  articles  of  manufacture? 
Do  no^  say  we  are  dreaming!  We  are  talking  in  the 
soberness  of  our  souls.  We  are  speaking  a  truth  that 
will  burn  its  way,  some  day,  to  the  front.  We  need 
not  here  repeat  all  the  blessings  enumerated  in  the 
three  chapters  above  cited,  for  we  presume  that  a  per- 
son reading  this  chapter  has  already  read  those  chap- 
ters. We  will  spend  no  time  on  the  important  chapter, 
numbered  twenty-five,  entitled,  "Christ  and  Social 
Reform,"  for  it  covers  such  a  distinct  field,  that  to  re- 
view it,  would  be  to  repeat  practically  the  entire  chap- 
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ter.  We  would  urge  upon  the  render,  who  may  havo 
passed  over  that  chapter  lightly,  to  consider  it  with 
careful  thought.  It  reveals  the  attitude  of  the  greatest 
teacher  that  ever  lived,  regarding  the  economic  condi- 
tions under  which  Society  may  enjoy  its  greatest 
blessings. 

Chapter  twonty-six,  considers  the  all-important 
question  of  how  to  get  Social  Reform.  Turn  back  a 
few  pages  and  read  this  chapter,  if  you  have  not  al- 
ready done  so,  and  you  will  find  that  we  believe  in  the 
stepping-stones  of  progress.  This  is  a  practical  field 
in  which  we  may  all  work.  Let  us  therefore  do  what 
we  can  in  any  local  effort,  such  as  attempts  to  secure 
Municipal  Ownership ;  and  also,  let  us  not  forsake  po- 
litical efforts  that  are  being  advanced  and  supported 
in  the  interests  of  Social  Reform.  We  regret  that 
according  to  past  occurrences  and  present  indications, 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  masses  of  laboring  men  can 
expect  to  get  relief  during  the  reign  of  either  one  of 
the  great  political  parties  of  to-d    - 

For  the  satisfaction  of  those  vao  look  ahead  for 
trouble,  we  have  written  chapter  twenty-seven,  to  show 
that  it  is  possible  for  the  government  to  get  possession 
of  our  industries.  We  have  not  carried  this  phase  of 
the  subject  to  its  many  results.  There  are  hundreds 
of  questions  that  arise,  and  to  consider  them  all  would 
reciuire  anotner  volume ;  and,  for  that  reason,  we  have 
simply  hinted  at  the  manner  in  which  the  transforma- 
tion can  take  place,  and  we  must  depend  on  the  good 
sense  and  good  judgment  of  the  people  who  are  happy 
enough  to  win  the  victory  against  Monopoly,  to  in- 
augurate a  system  of  economics  that  will  be  adeqi^ate, 
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unci  as  complete  &»  cau  be  obtaiueii  by  the  best  wisdom 
of  the  people. 

We  need  not  say  anything  further  concerning  chap- 
tor  twenty-eight  just  preceding  this  one.  It  overcomes 
the  most  serious  criticism  that  has  been  offered 
agaiui^t  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth.  If  the 
greatest  difficulties  can  be  so  easily  overcome,  it  is 
needless  that  we  enter  upon  a  long  and  tedious  dis- 
cussion of  the  probable  manner  in  which  the  lesser 
difficulties  might  be  overcome.  Other  writers  have 
prophesied  at  length  concerning  the  details  of  the  Co- 
operative Commonwealth ;  they  have  told  us  to  a  nicety 
just  how  things  will  be  managed,  and  how  everybody 
will  be  happy.  Their  theories  may  be  correct  or  they 
may  be  false ;  to  us  it  makes  but  little  difference  as  to 
the  smaller  details.  When  a  man  buyn  a  house  he  cau 
arrange  the  furniture  to  suit  himself.  The  thing  that 
interests  us  most  is  the  settling  of  the  great  points  at 
issue,  such  as  we  have  covered  in  this  book;  and  if 
these  wrongs  are  adjusted,  and  if  the  causes  of  our 
l)resent  economic  ills  are  swept  away,  then  the  happy 
results  will  follow,  just  as  the  day  follows  the  night. 

When  the  war  ih  over,  and  the  din  of  battle  no 
longer  disturbs  a  peace-loving  people,  what  will  be  the 
opinion  of  that  fortunate  generation  as  it  reviews  the 
past?  It  will  most  naturally  regard  our  present  Capi- 
talistic system  as  the  second  of  the  Dark  Ages  in  which 
day  and  night  mingletl  in  strange  confusion.  You 
have  no  doubt  seen  the  picture  in  this  book,  with  its 
monuments  of  skulls  rising  heavenward.  We  admit 
that  the  picture  is  fanciful  more  than  realistic,  but  it 
tells  its  own  story  of  our  present  Capitalistic  system ; 
when  crime  walks  in  broadcloth  and  silks,  and  diastitv 
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i.s  too  often  robed  in  ragn.     These  skulls  al.so  speak 
ot  untold  crimes  committe<l  in  the  nanu-  of  dooency 
crimes  as  black  as  any  midnight  of  the  world's  history 
Ihese  skulls  also  tell  their  ominous  tales  of  ♦he  woo 
and  wretchedness,  of  the  misery  and  death  that  comes 
fo  countless  numbers  of  the  human  race,  all  laid  low 
under  the  grinding  wheels  of  poverty,  gree<l,  competi- 
tion and   Monopoly.     The  .juestion  arises  from  the 
muniiunng  masses  of  to-day,  "Will  humanity  ever  be 
tree 7     and  the  answer  comes  to  us  from  the  brave 
sons  and  daughters  of  the  yhole  nation,  as  they  are 
rapidly  awakening  from  the  sleep  of  ages:  -We  shall 
be  free  at  last,  for  the  chains  must  fall  from  more 

w   rV.'.r'  ^^"^  ™'"'^'»«  °^  industrial  slaves." 

We  feel  l,ke  exclaiming  after  the  style  of  the  great 

Apostle,  0  Competition,  where  is  thv"  sting  1    0  Mo 

nopoly    where  is  thy  victory!     And  'the  answer  will 

come  they  have  been  taken  away  by  the  help  of  Ood, 

2i^r  /;  «"^,«*^^*«^«^  «nn«  of  the  millions  who 
(lumoied  for  deliverance  from  the  fearful  bondage. 
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